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As a competent knowledge of the - 
| facred oracles, and of the hiſtory 
of the church and people of God, and 
the kingdoms connected with Iſrael, muſt 
be eſteemed by every rational being the 
moſt defirable of human attainments ; 
the Author flatters herſelf, that the fol- 
lowing conciſe Hiſtory will not prove un- 
acceptable to the Public. | 


By far the greater part of the works 
which have been written on this import- 
ant ſubject, being too puerile to engage 
the attention of perſons advancing towards 
maturity; or ſo obſcure, or voluminous, as 
to be ſuited only to the peruſal of the 
laborious reader: in hope of preſerving 
the due medium, the Author has uſed 
her utmoſt endeavours to render the pre- 
ſent performance as conciſe, clear, and 


comprehenſive as poſſible. 


A The 
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The conſideration, that the hiſtorical 
events of the periods between the Old 
and New Teſtaments are chaotic or con- 
fuſed to the generality of perſons, was 
the principal incentive for undertaking 
the work ſhe now offers to the Public: 
which, under their favourable patronage, 
ſhe truſts, will render eſſential benefit to 
the riling generation, by cheriſhing in their 
minds a due reyerence for the Sacred Re- 
curds and Divine Providence. 


The evidences for the Holy Scriptures 
are fo forcible, their influence could not 
be withſtood, if their connection, opera- 
tion, and effetts were duly regarded: 
yet in many parts they are ſo interwoven 
with circumſtances, alluſions, and events, 
not fo plealing to young minds, that the 
whole are negletted, and rendered inef- 
lectual, becauſe a part requires to be ſtript 
of thoſe exuberances which make the 


bale ebjeBiiznckle. 
This fatal inattention to the politive 
proofs of the fulfilment of divine pro- 

miſes, 


 PREFAC k. 
miſes, and prophetic denunciations, re- 
laxes the vital principles of revealed re- 
ligion, and ſaps the foundation of moral 
virtue: therefore may be juſtly con- 
fidered as one great cauſe of the corrup- 
tion of manners, and of that national de- 


pravity, which at this pros 978 unĩver- 
ſally ne | 


From a candid kinks of the work, the 
reader will perceive the neceffity which 
the Author was under, of connecting the 
annals of profane nations with the Sacred 
Hiſtory: in order to trace and prove the 
progreſs and declenſion of the Jewiſh 


people and ſtate, which was the main 


objef of her delign ; as being the m6ſt 


effectual means of eee and recom- 


n the 3 — * 


The Author Ve Wenne that chro- 
nology is an eſſential branch of hiſtory, 
ſhe hath endeavoured to be accurate re- 


fpeAing the different periods in which the 


moſt important events happened. The 


dates of æras are indeed various: Bedford's 
dont ſyſtem 


. 
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ſyſtem executed according to the famous 
archbiſhop Uſher's computation, Pri- 
deaux's conneQtion, Blair, and Prieſtley's 
Chronologies have been carefully con- 
ſulted and compared to aſcertain the true 
year of each intereſting occurrence. 


For the benefit of her young readers, 
the Author hath paid particular attention 
to the geographical part of her work, 
and by well executed maps prefixed to 
the volumes, they may eaſily trace the 
different operations of princes and their 
hoſts, and the revolution of ſtates : being 

convinced it is neceſſary they ſhould 
read fo as to underſtand, in order that 
thiey may ſo run as to obtain. 


Having thus ingenuouſly declared her 
motives for engaging in the preſent un- 
dertaking, the Author with due ſubmil- 
fon and deference, tenders the following 
ſheets to the Public; whoſe candour ſhe. 
bas amply experienced, and whoſe fur- 
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written for the peruſal of perſons, whoſe 
courſe of reading is not ſufficiertly diffuſive 
to make them acquainted with the confirmation 
which ſacred revelation obtains, from the cor- 
roborating evidence of hiſtory; the Author has. 
endeavoured to colle& and arrange the reſpec- 
tive facts in ſuch a regular ſucceſſion, and point 
of view, as ſhe hopes will prove inſtrumental 
in fixing the principles, and MY the ideas 
of ere canes reader. 


Her intention was not to write a Hiſtory af 
the Bible, but rather amply to diſcuſs thoſe hiſ- + 
torical and prophetic parts, which in the general 
courſe of education appear got duly attended 
to: her Hiſtory therefore begins at the period 
of the monarchical form of government being 
eſtabliſhed in Iſrael; as from that æra, the 


events became more er complicated 
and intereſting) | 
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The circumſtances preceding this epocha, 
are fo beautifully recorded by the ſacred hiſ- 
torians, it would be a kind of profanation'to 
attempt any elucidation reſpefting them; as 
the ſublime narrative is conciſe, pathetic, and 
ſuited to the comprehenſion of the moſt un- 
enlightened reader. The knowledge alfo of 
thoſe important truths are early and deeply 
inſtilled into the minds of all perſons who 
are above the level of total ignorance; which 
makes it unneceſſary to diſcuſs the creation, 
fall of man, deluge, the generations of Noah, 
and the patriarchal tribes, except in ſuch 
a curſory manner, as to connect the hiſ- 
tory, and prevent a chaſm in the chronolo- 


gical part. 
In theſe preparatory lines, the Author 
deems it alſo neceſſary to briefly trace the 
wiſe deſignation and bleſſed effetts of the 
diflerent diſpenſations of divine grace vouch- 
lafed to mankind; as a means of clearly 
proving the fulfilment of the prophecies, and 
_ exhibiting the firm baſis of the Chriſtian re. 
ligion. | 


In order to aſcertain theſe important cir- 
cumſtances, it may be proper to conueR events 
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from the earlieſt records of revelation. In 
this reſearch, we are naturally led to conſider 
the creation, as an æra demanding our primary 
attention, which according to the computation 

of the beſt chronologers, 1s placed at the period 
of about four thouſand and four years before 
the birth of Chriſt, 


That the whole of this beauteous univerſe 
ſhould be formed from a rude maſs of un- 
connected chaos, in the ſhort ſpace of ſix days, 
would exceed our finite comprehenſion or be- 
lief; if we did not reflect, it is not more won- 
derful it ſhould be thus firſt erected, than that 
it has been ſo long preſerved, and governed 
with ſuch uniform order, and unerring wiſdom. 
It muſt be acknowledged, that the Deity beams 
forth in the moſt inconſiderable part of his 
works, and it is the duty of every rational be- 
ing, to contemplate the operations of his be- 
nificent ſkill in the various forms of created - 
matter : which may properly be divided into 
the following claſſes, ætherial, planetary, ter- 
reſtrial, aquatic, vegetable, and animated na- 
ture. In the animal claſs, man the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed of God's creatures bears the pre- 
eminence; as he is endued with reaſon, and 
the exerciſe of every power ſuited to his tem- 
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poral and eternal exiſtence : and alſo by the 
expreſs command of his Maker, is to 'have 
the dominion over every inferior order of 
being. 


However philoſophers may differ reſpecting 
the origin of mankind, the indiſputable evidence 
of revelation aſſures us, that we are deſcended 
from two perſons, named Adam and Eve; who 
were placed in a paradiſe or garden, called 
Eden. Various have been the endeavours to 
aſcertain the fituation of our firſt parents abode, 
which muſt in a great meaſure be conjectural; 
as the geographical ſtate of the antediluvian 
world is not clearly handed down to us, and 
the ancient accounts are very imperfect. It muſt 
therefore ſuſſice to remark, they dwelt in the 
Eaft, mofi probably in Chaldea or Meſopotamia, 
near the river Euphrates. Man in his natural 
primary condition, was ſurrounded with bleſſings 
which conſtituted a perfett ſtate of happineſs: 
m retura for which, he was only required to 
creatures, which the light of nature, and the 
voice of reaſon connefted with the commu- 
nion of kis Maker, enabled him to diſcharge. 
He had only this injunftion of forbearance, 
Not to eat of the tree of knowledge,” which 


was 
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was given to prove his obedience. This 
covenant is called the Diſpenſation of Inno- 

cence, and continued in force till Adam, by 
| the inſtigation of Eve his wife ate the forbid- 
den fruit, who was ſeduced by the chief of the 
fallen angels in the ſhape of a ſerpent; in con- 
ſequence of which. they were both turned out 
of paradiſe, leſt they ſhould taſte the tree 
of life, and live for ever. Labour, ſorrow, 
and death, were the judgments denounced 
againſt our firſt parents and their poſterity, 
as the penalties of their. atrocious diſobedi- 
ence. 


After this event, on the entrance of ſin the 
diſpenſation of innocence ceaſed, and was 
fucceeded by what is theologically called the 
Adamical Diſpenſation, which. enforced the 

exerciſe of the ſame duties. enjoined in the: 
former covenant, with the addition of ſacri- 
fices, ſuppoſed to be ſymbolical of the deſert of. 
ſin, of the expiation which fin required, of the 
miſſion of the Redeemer“, and to point 


The promiſe that the ſeed of the woman - ſhould 8 


the head of the ſerpent, or Devil, was à plain prophecy 
of Chriſt's triumph over Satan, as the Redeemer of man- 
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forth the neceſſity of repentance and faith in 
Gods. 


The period of our firſt parents debaſement 
from their original purity, was very ſoon after 
their creation, and is uſually called the Fall of 
Man, after which his deſcendants ſunk lower 
and prattiſed various kinds of enormities, 
which augmented in number and extent, as the 
inhabitants of the world increaſed. It is ſoon 

recorded in Sacred Writ, that 
B. C. 3876. ghreous Abel was murdered by 
his envious brother Cain. As a juſt puniſh- 
ment for Cain's heinous offence, he was 
doomed to be a vagabond, which ſorely afflit- 
ed him. On account of his contrition, God 
mitigated his puniſhment. To remove the 
culprit's apprehenſion of a retaliation, by a period 
being violently put to his own exiſtence, God 
is faid to have ſet a mark upon Cain. Va- 
rious have been the conjeftures on this ſub- 


* Dr. Watts in his view of Scripture hiſtory, ſuggeſts the 
probability that God clothed Adam and Eve with the ſkins of 
the beaſts they ſacrificed, to ſhew them in a typical way, that 
= their bodies were then preſerved from ſhame and harm, in 
like manner their fouls ſhould be protected from the puniſh- 
ment which ſin had deſerved. hs 
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jet, ſome writers have pretended to aſcer- 
tain by fallacious interpretations in what 
this mark conſiſted ; others with greater pro- 
bability think it was no other than a typical 
indemnification, or a poſitive aſſurance of 
ſafet 7. da. 

After this, Cain left his native place, and 1 re- 

aired with his wife and children into the land 
of Nod, Where he fixed his abode,” ahd as his 
family increaſed, he erected various dwellings, 
which at length conſtituted a city. chat he called 
Enoch after one of his tons. His defcendants 
Abiriſhed in thele regions till the Hood; La- 
mech's ſons, who were tlie fifch in Ascent from 
Cain, Were the moſt diſtinguiſhed artificers of 
their time. Jabal invented tents and the herd- 
ing of cattle; Jubal diſcovered the art of mu- 
fic and the viſe of the harp and organ; and 
Tubal Cain was the original inventor of work- 
ing braſs and iton; Lamech's s daughter Naamah 
was alſo famed for the invention of ſpinning. 
Theſe uſeful diſcoveries appear to have been 
the dawn of arts, which by the induſtry of in- 
. genious perſons in ſucceeding generations, have 
been brought to their preſent perfection. 


a 4 Adam 


vii INTRODUCTION. 


Adam and Eve after their departure from 
Eden, had many children, the moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ed of whom was Seth. Enoch“, Methuſelah, 
Lamech, and Noah, were his poſterity. 


The manifold and grievous tranſgreſſions of 
the ſons of men were ſo flagrant, 
4 C, u they greatly excited the divine 
diſpleaſure; therefore God as a puniſhment for 
their evil deeds, cauſed a violent rain to fall 
on the earth for the ſpace of forty days, which 
produced what is called the Deluge. This in- 
undation deſtroyed all the inhabitants of the 
earth excepting Noah and his family ; who 
taken refuge in an ark. Into which recepta- 
cle, they alſo conveyed two of every creature 
not fit for ſacrifice or food, but ſeven of thoſe 
appropriated to both, or either of thoſe pur- 
poſes : by which means the innocent parts of 
the creation were preſerved from the fatal 
effefts of the deluge. 


The preſervation of Noah inconteſtably 
proves he was a man approved of God; there- 


Enoch as a reward for his exemplary piety, was tranſlated 
or taken up into heaven. 
WT. by 
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by his father Lamech's prophecy was alſo 
fulfilled, that declared in Noah the earth was 
to receive a bleſling, which before was under 
a heavy curſe; in conſequence of Adam's tranſ- 
greſſion.. 


When the judgments of God were: fully ex- 
ecuted, Noah and his family were | 
permitted: to quit the ark, and B. C. 2348. 
God entered into a new covenant with man- 
kind ; in-which fleſh was appointed for food, 
the blood of man was forbidden to be ſhed, and 
murder was to be puniſhed with death. The 
blood of animals was alſo prohibited to be 
eaten; ſacrifices were to be continued, with 
the injunctions contained in the former cove- 
nants: which - conſtituted what is called the 
Noahchical Diſpenſation of the Covenant of 
Grace. God alſo aſſured Noah he would not 

deſtroy the world again by water; in token 
of which, the rainbow wan eppouited; as a cove- 
nant between God and man. 


The UN of the inhabitants of the 
antediluvian world, hath occaſioned great mat- 
ter for ſpeculative, inquiry; as amongſt other 
remarkable inſtances, Adam 1s recorded to have 
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| lived nine hundred and thirty years, and Me- 
thuſelah nine hundred and ſixty- nine v. 


The diſproportion this bears to the preſent 
allotment of life, has been imputed to .various 
cauſes, fuch as errors in the computation of 
time, fimplicity of diet, or ſuperior ſtrength of 
Ramina. Theſe arguments have been in a 
great meaſure confuted by a learned divinet, 
by whom a more probable cauſe is aſſigned 
for the declenſion of human life, which was 
diminiſhed one half immediately ſucceeding 
the flood. This ingenious writer is of opinion, 
the longevity of the antediluvians was oc- 
caſioned by the then ſituation of the earth, 
which afforded them a permanent ſerenity, and 
equality of the heavens: as the globe accord- 
ing to the beſt philoſophic notions, was then 
fo placed with regard to the ſun, as to cauſe a 
perpetual equinox, and an invariable tem- 
perature of ſeaſons, which greatly conduced 
to preſerve the human conſtitution unimpaired 
for many centuries. After the flood, it is ſup- 
poſed that the ſtate of the earth and heavens was 


* Theſe years conſiſted of twelve months of thirty days. 
+ Dr. Burnet. 


materially 
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materially altered, which produced inequality in 
the temperature of the ſeaſons, ſuch as great 
heat, and violent cold, inundations, and drought : 

which naturally càuſed fermentations and vari- 
dus effects in the human frame, tending to acce- 
jerate its diſſolution. The ſame writer obſerves, 
chat the declenſion of human life was gradual, 

and was reduced to the ſtandard of ſeventy years 
in the time of Moſes; but another learned 
authors aſſerts, the life or man was not reduced 
to that period till David's time: which appears 
conſonant to the ſcriptural records of men 8 


exiſtence. 


As the earth was rendered deſolate in con- 
ſequence of the deluge, it was to be populated 
by Shem, Ham, and Japheth, Noah's three 
Tons; who after the flood were conſidered as | 
the fathers of all mankind, The poſterity of 
Shem were the Perſians, Syrians, Hebrews or 
— and ſome other inhabitants of Aſia. 
The poſterity of Ham were the Canaanites, 
Philiflines, and many other people in Aſia, 
the Egyptians alſo, and other inhabitants of 
Africa. The poſterity of Japheth were ſup- 
poſed by ſome authors, to be the Greeks, Muſ. 


» Me, Whilton 
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of Europe. 
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his parent, he was curſed under the name 
of his fon Canaan, and his children's land 
was promiſed as an heritage to the Iſraelites ; 
which from the peculiar, excellence . of the 
foil and climate, was deſcribed as a land flow- 
ing with milk and honey; and therefore was 
conſidered as a figurative type of the heaven 
| ly joys the faithful are to poſſeſs in. a future 
| ſtate. 


þ 
U 


Aſter the flood, mankind did not ſoon divide 
themſelves into different ſtates 

B. C 2%. i kingdoms*;, but being all 
of one language, agreed to build a great city 
and high tower at Shinaar, that they might 
thereby be united into one powerful nation. 
As chis ſcheme was not approved of God, who 
had preordained the diſperſion of the human 


The ingenious 2uthors of the Univerſal Hiſtory, to 
whoſe opinions the Author in the courſe of her work has 
paid great deference, aſſerts, that the patriarchal government 
in a great meaſure was diſſolved by the death of Noah, the 
general father after the flood ; which gave riſe to a new ſyſtem 
of politics, called Monarchy, veſted in his deſcendants, 


race 
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race to the utmoſt bounds of the earth, he cauſed 
the people to ſpeak a diverſity of languages, 
and by that means forced them to deſiſt from 
the erection of the tower and city, which 
afterwards obtained the name of Babel or 
Confuſion. After this event, God ſcattered 
the inhabitants into various parts, and they 
became diſtinct nations, each adopting and 
uſing a different language. Theoriſts have 
formed various hypotheſes to prove which was 
the mother tongue, but the ingenious have 
not been able deciſively to aſcertain: how- 
ever it is reaſonable to conclude, that immedi- 
a⁊tely ſucceeding the confuſion at Babel, new 
languages were formed which have been the 
roots or originals of all modes of Rn or 
dialects in the known world 2 | 


Aker 1 3 of oak and the 
departure of many from Shinaar or Babylon, 
Nimrod became the * of ſuch who re- 


* Dr. ee he bo ans Uiertation on this ſubjeR 
ably ſupports this opinion; Moſes only in his writings bears 
evidence, that the Hebrew, Syriac, and Egyptian languages 
were in uſe in Jacob's time, which the authors of the 
Univerſal Hiſtory ſuppoſe, varied in the different families and 
thereby conſtituted a diverſity of languages. 


mained 
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' mained in thoſe regions, by whoſe judicious 
exertions a powerful kingdom for that early 
period was formed in the province of Baby- 
lonia, which experienced many revolutions, 
but at length attained diſtinguiſhed glory. 
During Nimrod's reign, who was the firſt mo- 
narch, Aſhur one of Shem's deſcendants (who 
appears to have been diſpoſſeſſed of Shinaar 
by Nimrod's uſurpation) fled with a numerous 
body of men to Aſſyria, and laid the founda- 
tion of his government at Nineveh, which he 
built, and called his dominions Aſſyria from 
his own name: of which future mention will 
be made in the courſe of the ſucceeding 


Shem appears to have been the moſt favour- 

ed by God of all Noah's ſons; as in his family 
the true religion is ſuppoſed to have been 
preſerved in the moſt genuine form ; and from 
ham alſo Abram the fon of Terah deſcended, 
who was called the Father of the Faithful, and 
in whom it was declared, All the inhabitants 
of the earth were to be bleſſed” the Meſſiah 
ing deſigned lineally to deſcend from his 


family 


The 
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The firſt inſtance we find recorded of Abram's 
obedience to the divine will, was 

his leaving Chaldea his native B. C. 1921. 
country, to ſettle in the land of Canaan amongſt 
| ſtrangers: with a fixed pious determination to 
go whitherſoever God ſhould be pleaſed to 
call him. Lot his brother's ſon accompanied 
him thither, and they lived together in perfect 
harmony, till their flocks and herds (in which 
the riches of thoſe times conſiſted) grew ſo 
numerous, they agreed to part leſt they ſhould 
diſpute concerning their poſſeſſions. As the 
means therefore of preſerving their friendſhip 
inviolable, Lot removed to Sodom, which was 
a fertile country : from whence in proceſs of 
time, he and his family were = 
warned by God to depart, as the B. C 1917. 
inhabitants of that place and neighbouring 
cities had provoked the divine vengeance, in 
conſequence of which, they as well as their 
cities were conſumed by fire from heaven. 


Abram after his ſeparation from Lot ad. 
vanced into the Philiſtines' country, and dwelt 
in the land of Abimelech king of Gerar. As 
Abram deſpaired of having children by his wife, 
and had received a promiſe from God he 
ſhould have a ſon, Sarai his wife gave Hagar 

| his 
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- his handmaid unto him, by whom he had 
| Iſhmael. Abram was exceeding; 
B. C. 1910. ly rejoiced at the birth of this 
child, whom he regarded as the heir of promiſe, 
and of whom it was predicted, he ſhould be 
the father of a numerous people. But thir- 
teen years after the birth of Iſhmael, God ap- 
peared unto Abram, entered into a new cove-- 
nant with him, and promiſed him a ſon to 
be born of Sarai, renewing the aſſurance of 
the inheritance of Canaan ; and declared that 
Iſhmael ſhould be a proſperous man, from: 
whom twelve princes were to deſcend, but that 
the covenant at this period, was to be 
eſtabliſhed with who was to be born of. 
Sarai, a year following this promiſe : and from 
this era, Abram's name was changed to Abra- 
ham, and- Sarai's to Sarah. The promiſes. 
Abraham obtained from God were ſpecifically 
to this effeR, that he ſhould have a ſon when 
he had attained the age of an hundred years; 
that his children ſhould poſſeſs the land of 
Canaan ; that in him and his ſeed all the. na- 
tions of the earth were to be bleſſed (which 
aſſurance evidently proved the Meſſiah was to 
come from his family) and as a token of theſe 
promiſes and covenant, the rite of circumci- 
hon was enjoined to be obſerved by Abraham 


and 
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and his ſons in ſucceeding generations. The 
expeQation of Canaan, and the ordinance of 
circumciſion were thus added to the Noah- 
chical Diſpenſation; which from hence obtain- 
ed the name of the Abrahamical ee 
of the 1 Ge. 1 


5 to the an 3 1 due 
order of time Sarah brought forth 
Iſaac, the child of promiſe, who B C. 1696 
was a type of our bleſſed Saviour; for though 
he was not born of a virgin, his birth was 
attended with miraculous circumſtances: as 
he came into the world, when his parents were 
too far advanced in life to afford them 'the 
u | 


C1 


When Iſaac was of proper 3 
Abraham in token of joy made a ſumptuous 
feaſt, which cauſed Iſhmael to laugh in deri- 
ſion: as no doubt the attention paid to his 
brother excited his envy. This circumſtance 
operated ſo powerfully on Sarah's maternal 
feelings, ſhe inſiſted on Iſhmael and his mo- 
ther being turned out of doors. Abraham's 
natural affection made him unwilling to adopt 
this meaſure, he therefore applied himſelf to 
God for counſel, The divine order was, 
Iſhmael 


1 
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Iſhmael muſt be diſmiſſed, but he would be 
protefied; it was expedient Sarah's requeſt 
ſhould be granted, as the child of the bond- 
woman was not to inherit the land aſſigned to 
the heir of promiſe, though he would proſper 
in other regions. Hereupon Abraham dif- 
maſſed Hagar and her ſon, having ſupplied them 
well with proviſions; who after wandering a 
little in the wilderneſs of Beerſheba, at length 
obtaiced a comfortable ſubſiſtence, arid Iſhmael 
became the father'of 'a large nation. 


To prove Abrahams faith, God required him 
to ſacnifice his fon Tfaac. This 
B. C x87. % men with devot reſignation 
manifeſted his readineſs to obey the will of 
his Maker, yielding to his ſervice what he 
held moſt dear; but God was graciouſly'pleaſed 
to flay Abraham's hand when he was on the 
point of laying his ſon, being well ſatisfied 
with the teſtimonial he had received of his 
obedience, and accepted the oblation of a 
ram, in lieu of the child of promiſe. 


Sarah died in Kirjath-Arba or Hebron, at 
the age of one hundred and twenty-ſeven years; 
and foon after this, Abraham ſought a wife 
for Iſaac from his own lineage in Meſopotamia, 

to 
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to prevent his forming an alliance amongſt the 
Canaanites, who were doomed to 

deſtruction. When Abraham had B. 0 1859. 
obtained Rebekah of her parents, ſhe was 
eſpouſed to Iſaac, who was then forty years 
of age. On thus ſettling his ſon to his en- 
tire ſatisfaction, he married another wife name- 
ed Keturah, by whom he had ſeveral children; 
for whole ſupport he amply provided in his 
lifetime, and died aged one hundred and ſeventy- 
five years. 8155 


About twenty years after Rebekah's mar- 

riage with Iſaac, ſhe bore him 
two ſons, Eſau and Jacob, who B. C. 1836. 
when they grew up to men's eſtate were very 
different in their diſpoſitions and purſuits. 
Eſau was rather rugged and of a thoughtleſs 
diſpoſition, but Jacob of a devout contempla- 
tive turn of mind. In proof of which, Jacob 
beholding his brother Eſau officiating at the 
ſacrifice by right of ſeniority, wiſhed to obtain 
ſuch a ſacred employ ; whilſt Eſau not holding 
it in high eſtimation, bartered with his brother 
the office he poſſeſſed as his birth-right, for a 
mels of pottage to refreſh himſelf after the 
fatigue of hunting. The Scriptures accord- 
ingly ſtile Eſau profane, for ſelling his birth- 
right, 
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right, it being deemed a ſacred poſſeſſion. 
Many authors are of opinion, that Eſau by. 
this raſh a& yielded his right of inheritance to 
his father's ſubſtance ; whilſt others maintain 
it implied an excluſion from the promiſed 
blefling : theſe concluſions appear not ſo pro- 
bable, as that the birth-right RO" 
to Jacob, conſiſted chiefly in the * 
the prieſtly or ſacrificial duties. 


Nearly at this period there was a famine in 
the land of Canaan, Iſaac and 

3. SG his family therefore removed. 
amongſt the Philiſtines and refided at Gerar; 
where he continued many years, and proſper- 
ed fo abundantly that the Philiſtines envied 
him, and therefore baſcly applied to Abimelech 
their king to have Iſaac baniſhed from their. 
land. When Abimelech commanded Iſaac 
to depart from Gerar, he pitched his tent in 
the valley of Gerar. Thither alſo his enemies. 
malice purſued him, and moleſted him fo. 
greatly, that Iſaac was under the neceſſity of. 
removing to Beerſheba nearer Egypt, where. 
he eretted an altar, and ſolemnly implored the. 
divine proteftion, which was granted, with. 
the aſſurance of future peace and proſperity... 
As Abimelech's conſcience ſmote him for. 
| the 
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the unmerited ill uſage Iſaac had received in 
his dominions, believing him peculiarly fa- 
voured and protected from above, he repaired 
to him and formed an alliance with him. wy 


When Iſaac was above an wandred: years al, 
there was a remarkable event took place in his 
family. From the tenor of the Sacred Hiſtory, 
Iſaac and his wife Rebekah appear to have 
formed very different opinions reſpecting the 
intrinſic merit of their ſons Eſau and Jacob, 
conſequently their affection was diverſely be- 
ſtowed : Iſaac gave the preference to Eſau, 
and Rebekah was partially attached to Jacob. 
Rebekah's prediletion for Jacob” appears to 
have been occaſioned by her inquiring of 
God, which of her ſons was moſt worthy, and 
receiving in reply, that the younger would be 
diſtinguiſhed by the bleſſings of heaven. This 
. preſage Rebekah pondered on, and formed her 
opinion accordingly ; which was manifeſted 
by her conduct when Iſaac thought he drew 
near his end, and conſequently judged it ex- 
pedient to diſpenſe his bleſſing, 
and the inheritance. of the 4 B. C8 
- miſes made to Abraham, to that ſon he deem- 

ed moſt worthy of ſuch an important benedic- - 
tion, | | 

On 
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On this ſolemn occaſion, , Iſaac! is repre- 
ſented to have called Eſau, as being his firſt- 
born and peculiar favourite. Rebekah per- 
ceiving that Iſaac's choice tended to the ex- 
clufion of her darling ſon Jacob, influenced 
by various and powerful ſenſations, ſhe ſought 
to counteraQ her huſband's deſign, believing 
alſo he was going to diſpenſe the bleſlings 
contrary to the divine intentions. To effect 
this, Rebekah had recourſe to colluſive mea- 
fares, inſtigating Jacob to impoſe upon his 
father Iſaac whoſe , eyes were very dim, by 
feigning himſelf to be Eſau his firſt-born. 
Jacob reluRantly purſued this plan, as he feared 
if his father diſcovered the fraud, it would 
attratt a curſe inſtead of procure him a bleſling ; 
Rebekah was ſo well: aſſured the ſucceſſion 
was to be in Jacob's line, ſhe obviated her ſon's 
ſcrupulous objections, by offering to take the 
curſe on herſelf. As Iſaac's ſight was very 
bad, Rebekah's ſtratagem ſucceeded, and in 
conſequence Jacob received his father's bene- 
diftion in the fulleſt extent. Rebekah may 


be ſaid to be actuated by juſt motives, and only 
endeavoured to deceive Iſaac into an act, ſhe 
was previouſly. aſſured was approved by God. 
Ax a proof of this, her huſband did not load 
her with reproaches, but confirmed the bleſſings 
he 
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he had conferred, with this further declaration: 
« Yea, and he ſhall be bleſſed. When Iſaac 
found to whom he had. diſpenſed the firſt 
bleſſing, he alſo, piouſly bleſſed Eſau, and pre- 
dicted that notwithſtanding Jacob's children 
ſhould in proceſs of time get free and 
break the yoke from off their necks; which 
was fully accompliſhed nine hundred years 
after the prediction, in the reign of Jeho- 

ram king of Judah. At that period, the 
Edomites who were Eſau's poſterity revolted 
from Jehoram, and ſet up a king of their own, 

and were no longer ſubject to the monarchs. 
who reigned in Judah. Iſaac being thus 
enabled to predict future events, proves he 

had diſpenſed the bleſſing to Jacob agreeable to. . - 
the will of God, though it was ne 

a right way. 


Eſau was now greatly incenſed againſt his 
brother for thus ſupplanting him, and declared 
his intention of killing him when his father 
was dead. Rebekah warned of this deſign, as 
a means of preventing it, repreſented to Iſaac 
the evil conſequence that would ariſe. from 
Eſau's marriage with two Hittite, women, con- 


trary to the approhation of his parents j and 
alſo 
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alto ſuggeſted the comfort they might reaſon- 
ably expe in Jacob, if he formed a more 
prudent alliance. "Theſe arguments operated 
fo powerfully on Iſaac, he ſentfor Jacob and 
enjoined him not to take a wife from amongſt 
the Canaanites, but to repair to Meſopotamia 
to the family of Bethuel his mother's father, 
and obtain one of Laban's daughters for 
his wife, which would inſure to him the bleſ- 
ſing of God, and the promiſed poſſeſſion of 


Jacob in conformity to his father's direc- 
tions ſet out, and on his journey, being oppreſſed 
with care and doubts concerning its ſucceſs, 
laid himſelf down on ſome ſtones to take reſt ; 
when the God of his fathers appeared 'to him 
in a dream, and aſſured him of protection and 
proſperity in his purſuits, a ſafe return to 
Canaan, and a numerous progeny that were to 
inherit the land promiſed to his anceſtors. This 
viſion made ſuch an impreſſion on Jacob, he took 
the ſtones on which he had repoſed himſelf, and 
erelted them into a pillar, on which he poured 
oil; in token that if he returned in ſafety he 
would worſhip the God who had defended him 
on that conſecrated ſpot, and dedicate to his 
— tes Shea his ſubſtance. 

On 
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On Jacob's arrival in Meſopotamia, he was 
kindly received by his relations; but as he 
was not the heir to his father's ſubſtance, he 
bargained with Laban for his daughter Rachel 
in marriage, in conſideration of performing 
ſeven years ſervice to him. At the expiration 
of the term, Laban deceived: Jacob, giving him 
Leah inſtead of Rachel to wife. As Jacob 
was tenderly attached to Rachel, he expoſtu- 
lated with his father-in-law on the ſubject, 
who urged in extenuation of the meaſure, it 
was contrary to the cuſtom of that country 
to marry the younger before the elder ſiſter; 
but in caſe he required it, he would give him 
Rachel alſo if he would ſerve another ſeven 
years. Jacob from the love he bore to Ra- 
chel, ' readily acceded to this propoſal, and at 
the end of the week appointed for the celebra- 


tion of Leah's erate Jacob eſpouſed Ra- 
chel. 


At the expiration of this ſeven years of ſer- 
vitude Jacob had twelve children: ſix ſons and 
a daughter by Leah; one ſon by Rachel; 
two by Zilpah, Leah's maid; and two by 
Bilhah, Rachel's handmaid. He now there- 
fore wiſhed to obtain a proviſion for them, 
and requeſted Laban to diſmiſs him that he 

Vo LL 3 b might 
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might return with his family to his father. As 
Laban's property had been materially increaſed 
by Jacob's ſkilful attention, he was loth to part 
with him, therefore agreed with him to con- 
tinue on the condition of his having for his 
wages or emolument, all the ſpeckled and 
ſpolted cattle ; which by the bleſſing of God, 
increaſed ſo abundantly in proportion to the 
ſhare allotted to Laban, that Jacob was greatly 
enriched, but thereby the envy of Laban and 
his fons towards him was incurred. This 
circumſtance induced Jacob after living there 
twenty years, to depart from Laban with his 
waves, and children, and cattle, 

B. C. 1799, and having paſſed the Euphrates, 
he advanced towards Mount Gilead. When 
Laban who was abſent at ſheep-ſhearing, heard 
of the departure of Jacob, he purſued and 
overtook him at Gilead or Mizpah, when he 
expoſtulated with him on the mode of his 
leaving him, and charged him with having 
Holen his gods or Teraphim, which Rachel 
from veneration to her anceſtors had con- 
cealed*®. As Laban received no proof to the 
diſadvantage of Jacob's conduct, they were 


* The Teraphim confiſted of little pillars or fatues, which 
were then object of adoration with the people of Meſopotamia. 


fqon 


* 
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ſoon reconciled, and Laban. returned to Me- 
ſopotamia, and Jacob and his family repaired 
to the land of Canaan where his father reſided. 
Jacob was at this period in a more proſperous 
condition, from what he was when he paſled 
over Jordan to go to Haran: he accordingly 
gratefully acknowledged the bleſſings he had 
received, and the fulfilment of the divine pro- 
miſes he had experienced, agreeable to the 
ſolemn engagement he had entered into, on 
that * when he ſet out on his journey. 


After the be of 1 and Laban, 
the former began to meditate on the danger 
of Eſau's reſentment, who had married one of 
Iſhmael's daughters, and lived in Mount Seir 
in the land of Edom or Idumea*.. As 2 
means of appeaſing his brother's wrath, Jacob 
diſpatched meſſengers to inform him of his 
approach, and of his proſperity, and to beg that 
he might find favour in his fight. On their 
return, Jacob was informed that Eſau was 
coming towards him with four hundred men, 
and naturally concluding it was for revenge, 
he made all poſſible proviſion for his own 
ſafety, divided his company or attendants into 


* Blau had the-name of Elm alſo. 
b 2 two 


xxvii INTRODUCTION. 


two parts, that if one were aſſaulted he might 
eſcape with the reſt. He alſo prepared a large 
_ preſent of flocks and herds for Eſau, and having 
ſent his wives and children over the brook 
Jabbok, - ſtayed behind ſome time in ſolemn 
meditation and prayer ; when God was pleaſed 
to give him a certain preſage of deliverance, 
by an angel wreſtling with him who did not 
overcome him, a type he ſhould not be con- 
quered. The angel alſo informed him, that 
his name was no longer to be Jacob, but from. 
thenceforward he was to be called Iſrael, as he 
had prevailed with God, and would alſo pre- 
vail with men, 


Strengthened by his truſt in God, Jacob 
inftrufted his wives and children to bow down 
when they met Eſau in token of reſpect, and 
he himſelf when he beheld his brother bowed 
himſelf to the ground ſeven times. This in- 
terview. contrary to the expectations of Jacob, 
was attended with evident ſigns of reconcilia- 
uon and renewed affetion on the part of Eſau, 
for he ran to meet his brother, fell on his neck, 
kiſſed him, and wept over him with tears of 
joy. He alſo accepted the preſent Jacob had 
prepared for him, to manifeſt his good-will, 
- though, as he declared, his poſſeſſions were 

| | amply 
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amply ſufficient. - In proof of Efau's forgive- 
neſs, he entreated his brother to-come to Seit. 
and offered to condut him thither. - As Jacob 
choſe neither to accept nor refuſe this invita- 
tion, he evaded it, by pleading the tender ſtate 
of his children and flock, which would caufe 
their movements to be flow, and therefore 

urged the return of, Eſau, on the pretence that 
he would follow, to Seir. After the ſeparation, 
he repaired to Suecoth, where he hved ſome 
time, and aſterwards ſettled at —_—_ one of 
the cities of n 


Soon aan his ebene in thoſe parts, his 
daughter Dinah was abuſed by - hy 
Shechem the prince of that coun- B. c 1732. 
try, but who afterwards ſought her in marriage. 
Her father and brothers diſapproved the alliance 
from a ſenſe of the injury ſhe had ſuſtained : 
but Simeon and Levi, after having as the means 
of reconciliation, ſubjected the Shechemites 
to the rite of circumciſion and agreed to the 
marriage, they treacherouſly flew them, ſeized 
their property, and reſcued. Dinah. 


This circumſtance induced Jacob to remove 
to Bethel, where he effected a reform in his 
bouſhold, by taking away the ſtrange gods or 

19 b g images 
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images that bad been introduced into his 
family, after the cuſtoms of the Syrians amongſt 
whom they had been born. God appeared to 
him here, and confirmed the change of his 
name to Iſrael, and alſo gave him freſh aſſu- 
rances of bleſſing and multiplying his poſterity, 
and making them to inherit the land of Ca- 
naan. Soon after this, Jacob journeyed from 
Bethel, and near Ephrath or Bethlehem, his 
beloved wife Rachel died in labour of her 
fon Benjamin, where ſhe was alſo buried. 
From hence Jacob pitched his tent beyond 
the tower of Edar, and afterwards removed 
to the plain of Mamre, to the city of Arbah 
or Hebron, where his father Iſaac th 

lived. TEA 


After this removal of Jacob's, he experienced 

a ſeries of afflitions; and to complete the 
meaſure of his ſorrows, a jealous contention 
aroſe amongſt his children concerning his partial 
alfeftion to Joſeph. As this lad was of an in- 
genuous temper, he had revealed the contents 
of ſome of his dreams (which were a preſage of 
his future greatneſs and ſuperiority) to his 
brethren. Jacob, though he ſuppreſſed theſe 
ideas in Joſeph, moſt probably meditated on 
| h 7. them 
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them in his own heart, and hd 
bu: e ex ut 


Some time after Joſeph had divilged the fab- 
ſtance of his dreams, being then about ſeven- 
teen years old, Jacob ſent him from Hebron 
to his brethren, who were tending the flocks at 
Dothan. Malice and opportunity inſpired ther 
with a reſolution of putting him to death as 
they ſaw him approach; but Reuben one of 
his brother's counteradted the wicked deſign, 
by perſuading them to throw him into a pit, 
from the humane deſign of reſtoring him ſecret- 
ly to his father. Whilſt Joſeph's fate remain- 
ed undetermined, ſome Ihmaelſtes happened 
to paſs by who were travelling from Gitead 
to Egypt with ſpices : on this they reſolved to 
draw him out of the pit and ſell Joſeph to ther, 
and thereby conſign him to bondage; es ae. 
 cordingly theſe Iſhmaelites on 
their arrival in Egypt, fold Joſeph - Bo 0. 1788, 
to Potiphar captain of the king 8 guard. His 
brethren on their return home, killed a kid and 
dipped Joſeph's coat of many colours in it, 
to deceive their father into the opinion he had 
been deſtroyed by ſome wild beaſt: the belief 
of which, cauſed Jacob to mourn exceed- 
| ingly. | 
25 About 
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About twelve years after this event, Iſaac died, 
B. c. 1716. aged one hundred; and eighty 
years, which produced another in- 

terview between Eſau and Jacob at his funeral. 
The former came from Seir to Mamre for that 
purpoſe, and to take poſſeſſion of his ſubſtance, 
which Jacob had carefully preſerved without 
any infringement. Eſau reſolving to con- 
2 he removed his fa- 


ther's property thence, eee 
in the country. 


Some years after Joſeph's 2 in 
Potiphar's family, he was raiſed for his good 

behaviour to the poſt of ſteward; but his 
maſter's wife was now inſpired wich a baſe 
paſſion for Joſeph, which notwithſtanding her 
allurements and entreaties, he had reſolution to 
reſiſt. _ In revenge for her diſappointment, ſhe 
accuſed him to her huſband of having made an 
attempt on her virtue : which ſo highly in- 
cenſed Potiphar, that he caſt Joſeph into priſon. 

As the clouds that overſhadow the righteous, 
are ſoon diſperſed by the beams of divine 
mercy and interpoſition, Joſeph during his 
confinement found favour with the keeper of 
the priſon, who intruſted him with the manage- 
ment of his concerns; he alſo interpreted two 
dreams of the king's butler and baker fwho 
for 
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for ſome miſdemeanor were Joſeph's fellow- 
priſoners) which literally came to paſs accord- 
ing to his prediftions. When Joſeph had been 
in priſon about two years, Pharaoh, the king 
of Egypt himſelf had two remarkable dreams 
nearly of the ſame import, which troubled him 
greatly, as none of his magi or wiſe men could 
aſcertain their tendency. Whilſt the king was 
in this perplexed ſtate, his butler repreſented 
Joſeph's {kill in the interpretation of dreams, 
and preſently he was ſent for to court to ex- 
plain the meaning of Pharaoh's dreams, which 
laid the foundation of his future _ <4 

advancement. One dream con- B. C. 85 65 
ſiſted of the appearance of ſeven fat, and ſeven 
lean kine which devoured the former. — The 
other of ſeven good, and ſeven bad ears of 
corn which alſo devoured the ſeven full 
ears. This Joſeph aſſured the king was a 
type of ſeven years of plenty, and ſeven years 
of famine, and further added, it had pleaſed 
God in the fimilitude of a dream to give 
the king this information, that he might pro- 
vide againſt che time of ſcarcity, by appoint- 
ing proper officers to gather a fifth 'part of the 
produce of the plentiful*years. As the king | 
_ conceived an high opinion of Joſeph, from 
the interpretation he had given of ſo import- 
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ant a concern, and his judicious advice as a 
palliative for the impending calamity, he 
made him his deputy in the land of Egypt, to 
execute the plan he had ſo wiſely projected. 
By Joſeph's ſagacious conduR during the years 
of plenty, he amaſſed a ſufficient quantity of 
corn, not only to ſupply the inhabitants of 
Egypt, but the neighbouring countries, and 
thereby during the years of famine acquired 
immenſe riches for the king. The Egyptians 
and Canaanites bought corn of Joſeph, till their 
money was entirely exhauſted ; then they were 
neceſſitated to barter their cattle and lands 
for ſuſtenance, which made Pharoah ſole pro- 


prietor of his people's poſſeſſions. 


As the famine took place agreeable to Jo- 
ſeph's prediftions, Jacob amongſt 

B. c. 1709 other inhabitants of Canaan was 
obliged to ſend his ſons to Egypt to buy corn, 
who when they appeared before Joſeph bowed 
down to him, which verified the ſubſtance of 
Joſeph's dream that had primarily excited 
their envy. At firſt Joſeph treated them 
with great diſtance and ſuperiority, and pre- 
tended to ſuſpeft them for ſpies, as a means of 
alarming them; but at length he diſcovered 
himſelf to his brethren, and having a regard 


to 
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to God and the divine attribute of forgive- 
neſs, he loſt ſight of the injuries he had ſuſ- 
tained, and - imputed his being conſigned by 
them to bondage to the wiſe. inſcrutable de- 
crees 175 Providence, rather than to their ul- 
will. oſe h alſo ſent for his 

father hy Farnily down to Egypt, . C. 1706. 
whom he ſettled in the land of Goſhen. 


When Jacob had refided ſeventeen years . 


Egypt, he fell ſick and died. On his death- 
bed he bleſſed his ſons, and prophetically 
foretold their future ſituations, and alſo de- 
livered the famous prophecy concerning the 
government remaining with the tribe of Judah 


tilt che appearance of Shiloh. After he had 
been embalmed according to his own deſire, 


which manifeſted ſtrong faith in the promiſe 


of God, he was carried into Canaan: to be 


buried; and as a token of reſpett to his memory 
the Egyptians mourned ſeventy days for him. 
He left twelve ſons who were called the Pa- 


triarchs, as they were the fathers of the twelve 


tribes of Iſrael: whoſe names were Reuben, 
Simeon, Levi, Judah, Iſſachar, Zebulun, Jo- 
ſeph, Benjamin, Dan, 8 * and 
Alher. | 
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After Jacob's death, Joſeph's brethren were 
he would retaliate the injury he 
had received at their hands; they therefore 
beſought his mercy, which excited his affec- 
tons and produced aſſurances of protection. 
After this, little mention is made of Joſeph, 
. aGgg. „ account of his death, 

* 
period. 4 


Joſeph lived eighty years after his advance- 
ment in the court of Egypt, and ſuſtained an 
excellent reputation during the reign of four 
ſucceſſive kings. He alſo lived to ſee his 
grand-children attain the years of maturity, 
and previous to his death, aſſured his brethren 
God would in due time bring them out of 
Egypt and eſtabliſh them in the land of Ca- 
naan, therefore enjoined them when that event 
| took place, to carry his remains with them: 
dying alſo in faith of the promiſes made to his 
fore-fathers. 


Extraordinary as it may appear, the children 
of Ifracl after Joſeph's death were ſorely op- 
preſſed, and treated as flaves by a new king 
of Egypt who was a foreigner, therefore either 
unacquainted with, or — by Jo- 
ſeph's 
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ſeph's reputation .or ſervices. As this mo- 
'narch ſeems to have uſurped the government 
of Egypt, and enſlaved the ancient inhabitants 
to eſtabliſh his power, he zealouſly ſought to 
extirpate the Iſraelites, whom he therefore 
arbitrarily employed in building him walls 
and ftore-houſes at Abaris, afterwards called 
Peluſium, or according to Moſes, Pithom, and 
alſo at Rameſes: beſides which they had other 
laborious ſervices impoſed on them, with 
taſk-maſters appointed to rule over them, who 
rigoroufly diſcharged. their office. ' As the 
Iſraelites or Hebrews were exceedingly fruit- 
ful, and thereby excited the king of Egypt's 
apprehenſion of their increaſing numbers, he 
commanded the midwives to kill all the He- 
brew male children in the birth, which from 
the common. principles of humanity they did - 
not execute; he therefore meditated another 
plan for the completion of his barbarous de- 
ſign, by requiring all the male Hebrew chil- 
dren to be thrown into the nver, as, 5 ſoon as 
A, were born. 1 | n 
"1277 Of 
Whnilſt this ww FILE was in force, Mo- 
fes was born of the family of Levi, whole mo- 
ther hid him for the ſpace of 
three months; but when ſhe de- * 167 — 
ſpaired 


* 
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ſpaired of the ſucceſs of further concealment, 
as ſhe could not ſubmit to' caſting him into 
the river, ſhe put the infant into a cheſt or 
baſket, and ſet it amongſt the bulruſhes near 
the bank of the river, in ſome hope of his 
enjoying the divine protection. As this child 
was deſigned to be the inſtrument of Provi- 
dence to effeft great things, the king's daugh- 
ter as if direfted by heaven came to the ſpot 
where Moſes was laid, and hearing the in- 
fant cry, ſhe examined the contents of the 
baſket, and being moved with compaſſion for 
the diſtreſſes of ſuch an helpleſs object, ſhe 
reſolved to preſerve him and provide for his 
future welfare. Moſes's ſiſter ſtood at ſome 
diſtance to watch what would be her brother's 
fate, and perceiving the princeſs was favour- 
ably inclined towards him, ſhe mixed with her 
attendants, and offered to procure him a pro- 
per nurſe. The princeſs by accepting this 
propoſal, afforded his filter an opportunity 
of introducing her mother, who was appointed 
to nurſe the child. Moſes when of proper 
age was taken into the Egyptian court, and 
inftrufted in the learning of thoſe times, and 
afterwards became leader of the Egyptian 
armies, and fought ſome battles with great 


It 
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It is generally ſuppoſed, this princeſs adopted 
Moſes for her fon, with a view to ſecure to 
him the poſſeſſion of the throne of Egypt, as 
ſhe had no children, nor her father any male 
heir: but as that would have tended to ſet 
aſide the promiſes made to the Hebrews, Moſes 
is declared by faith to have refuſed being cal- 
led the ſon of Pharoah's daughter“. In full 
aſſurance of the divine faithfulneſs, Moſes 
commiſerated the ſufferings his countrymen 
experienced, and was more ambitious to reſcue 
them from oppreſſion, than to wield the ſceptre 
of Egyptian royalty. 


Moſes's patriotic zeal led him daily to ex- 
amine into the grievances of the 
Hebrews, and when he beheld an 
Egyptian exerciſing cruelties on an Hebrew, 
his indignation was ſo far excited as to flay 
him. This event, and the conviction that his 
countrymen would not then follow his advice in 
attempting to ſhake off the Egyptian yoke, 
induced Moſes to fly from Egypt and repair 


B.. C. 1531. | 


to Midian, where he reſided with Jethro, the 


prieſt and chief of that country, whoſe daugh- 
ter he married, and afterwards was employed 


» Heb. xi. 24. 
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as keeper of his flocks: It is generally ſuppo- 
ſed, that Moſes during his reſidence at Mi- 
dian wrote the book of Geneſis, ſome writers 
alſo imagine, that at this period he wrote the 
book of Job“. 


As Moſes was deſigned to be the inſtrument 
of delivering the Iſraelites from the hardſhips 
they endured in Egypt; whilſt he was tending 

Jethro's flock, which had wander- 
B. C. 1491. A to the borders of the deſert near 
Mount Horeb, he perceived a buſh on fire be- 
fore him, from which iſſued a voice, that de- 
clared it was the deſign of God to deliver the 
Iſraclites from bondage by his hand, with the 
further aſſurance of the methods that were to be 
purſued to compaſs that great event. As Moſes 
had laid aſide all deſigns of engaging in this en- 
terprize from the little probability of its ſucceſs, 
and therefore did not advance in it, till he pex- 
caved ſignal demonſtrations of the divine power, 
alter which he obtained Jethro's permiſſion to 
depart for Egypt with his wife and ſons. Moſes 
being ſettled in a ſtrange land, thereby negleQed 


* Other writers think that he wrote the five books, 
called the Pentateuch, in the land of Moab the year 
ki death | 
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to obſerve the rite of circumciſion on the part 
of his ſons, till he advanced on his j journey. 
By divine appointment, Aaron, Moſes's brother, 
met him in the wilderneſs, and from thence 
they proceeded to Egypt. On their arrival, 
they gathered the elders and people of Iſrael, 
whom they informed of the nature of their 
errand, and aſſured them they were, ſent for 
their deliverance by the God of their fathers; 
of whoſe power they gave convincing proof 
by the miracles they were enabled to work, in 

token of their divine miſſion. Theſe evidences | 
wrought ſo, effeftually on the minds of the 
people, they had faith in the fene dic 
and his exertions on their behalf. 


„ 4b 
211 


8 after this 3 
the children of Iſrael, obtained an audience of 
Pharaoh, of whom they aſked permiſſion in 
the name of the God of Iſrael, for the Iſraelites 
to have leave of abſence for three days journey 
to offer ſacrifices i in the wilderneſs; which he 
peremptorily refuſed, as he impiouſly aſſerted 
he knew no ſuch God as the God of lirael. 
As the king of Egypt ſuſpefted this requeſt 
led to an oppoſition ,of his ſovereignty, he h 
increaſed the Iſraelites perſecutions, and ſub- 
| jetted them to additional labours: he alſo re- 


primanded 
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primanded Moſes and Aaron for interrupting 
their captive countrymen in their reſpettive 
ſervices. A few days after the firſt pro- 
poſal, Moſes and Aaron came again unto Pha- 
raoh to renew their requeſt on behalf of the 
Ifraclites ; who required miracles to be wrought 
in confirmation of their divine embaſly : here- 
upon Moſes ordered Aaron to caſt the rod 
he had in his hand upon the ground, which 
was immediately changed into a ſerpent. 
Pharaoh aſtoniſhed at this circumſtance, ſum- 
moned the Egyptian magicians and ſorce- 
ters to effect a ſimilar tranſmutation, which 
wonder God permitted them to perform; 
but as a means of converting that obdurate 
monarch, Aaron's rod or ſerpent ſwallowed 
up all the reſt. As this miracle did not 
incline the heart of Pharaoh to ſhew mercy 
to the Ifraclites, Moſes and Aaron 'came the 
third time into his preſence to demand their 
diſmiſſion, and in proof of the authority they 
ated under, Aaron ftretched out his hand and 
touched the waters of the river, which for 
the ſpace of ſeven days were turned into blood, 
and ſpeedily all the fiſh that were therein 
died. As this miraculous event did not. work 
upon the tyrant, Moſes and Aaron came to him 
again, and informed him that if he did not releafe 
the 
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the Iſraelites, they would occaſion a plague of 
frogs; and thereupon Moſes diretted Aaron 
to ſtretch his hand over the watets, on doing 
which, there came up abundance of frogs, fo 
as to cover the whole land. In like manner 
the magicians endeavoured to perform the 
ſame wonders, in which they apparently ſuc- 
ceeded, therefore Pharaoh's * Was again 
| hardened. 


Beſides the foregoing, there were ſeveral 
other miracles performed in Egypt by Moſes 
and Aaron ; fuch as the ſwarms of lice, mur- 
rain upon the Egyptian cattle, the plague of 
the flies, the boils (inſlicted not only on the 
and hail, and fire mingled with hail, the plague 
of the locuſts, and the darkneſs for three days. 
All of which came at the word of Moſes, by 
the power of God, which exceedingly per- 
plexed the king, as the magicians confeſſed 
they were performed by the Divine finger, 
they themſelves not being able to ſtand before 
Moſes on account of the boils with which they 
were afflicted. Theſe conſiderations affected 
the king ſo greatly, he granted the Iſraelites 
permiſſion to worſhip their God, provided they 
would agree to his propoſals: he conſented to 
| the 
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the adults departure, if the children were leſt 
as hoſtages, but Moſes would admit of no 
exemptions. This induced the king to con- 
ſent at laſt to the Iſraclites departure, on con- 
dition of their leaving their flocks and herds 
in Egypt; but Moſes reſolutely declared there 
ſhould not be an hoof left behind. This re- 
quiſition ſo greatly incenſed Pharaoh, he com- 
manded Moſes to depart from his preſence, 
and never more to ſee his face, on pain of 
death. On this, Moſes by the expreſs com- 
mand of God aſſured Pharaoh, that his God 
would ſtrike the firſt-born of every family dead 
throughout the land of Egypt, which would oc- 
caſion ſuch general conſternation, as the Egyp- 
tians themſelves would ſolicit the departure of 
the Iſraclites. The king was ſo enraged at his 
ſpeaking thus, that Moſes turned from him ſay- 
ing, * Thou haſt ſpoken well, I will ſee thy face 
again no more.” 


By the Divine direftion, . Moſes and Aaron 
inſtructed the people to make needful prepa- 
rations for the celebration of the paſſover: 
accordingly on the fourteenth day of the month 
Abib, they killed the paſchal lamb, and in the 
evening of the ſame day, the Iſraelites eat the 
firſt paſſover, in grateful commemoration of 

| _— 
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their own lives and their firft-born being 
ſpared, while the Egyptians were ſmitten, 
At midnight a general outcry was heard; 
for Pharaoh, his princes, and people, found that 
in every houſe the firſt-born were ſlain, ac- 
cording to the word of Moſes: they therefore 
not only came to him and Aaron, and beſought 
them to collect the Iſraelites and their flocks 
and herds, and depart from Egypt, but lent 
or gave them gold and jewels to adorn their 
ſacrifices and worſhip. Hereupon Moſes took 
the bones of Joſeph, which his brethren had 
ſolemnly engaged to carry with them out of 
Egypt, and on the morrow after the paſſover, 
Moſes and Aaron conducted the children of 
Iſrael from Rameſes to Succoth, where they 
| halted to aſcertain their company, which were 
fix hundred thouſand, beſide children. From 
Succoth they removed to Etham on the borders 
of the Arabian wilderneſs; from thence they 
moved into the mountainous part of Egypt to 
the weſt of the Red Sea, and encamped near 
Migdol. It appears from the facred records, 
that Moſes did not conduct the Iſraelites by 
the ſuggeſtions of his own judgment, but they 
were miraculouſly directed in their courſe by 
a pillar of cloud Fwy: —y * a pillar of fire by 
* ti e 

After 
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Pharaoh repented of his having granted their 
diſmiſhon, and therefore purſued them with a 
numerous hoſt, and -overtook them near the 
Red Sea. The approach of Pharaoh greatly 
intimidated the Ifraclites, having his army 
cloſe behind them, and the ſea before them ; | 
infomuch that they were ready to riſe againſt 

Moſes, for bringing them out of Egypt, but 
he exhorted them to truſt in his aſſurances of 
Divine proteftion, and they ſhould ſoon ſee 
the ſalvation of God. When Moſes ſpake 
thus, it was night; immediately the pillar of 
fire and cloud placed itſelf between the Iſrael- 
ites and Egyptians, with its dark fide towards 
the latter, involving them in darkneſs, but 
the fiery fide afforded the former much 
light. When the Iſraelites came to the ſea, 
they halted for ſome time, and Moſes ſtretched 
| out his hand over the ſea, and God graciouſly 
ſent a mighty wind to divide the waters, and 
made a ſpace of dry ground from one ſide of the 
fea to the other. Moſes and Aaron led the way, 
and the Iſraelites followed them into the midſt 
of the ſea, the bottom of which was now become 
as dry ground, whilſt the waters ſtood in heaps 
on each fide like a wall. The Egyptians, by not 
having the benefit of light, purſued the Ifracl- 
nes, 
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ites, moſt probably under the idea they were 
ſill on the ſhore, it not being likely they 
would expoſe themſelves to ſuch imminent 


danger as paſſing through the Red Sea, when | 


they had ſo recently experienced ſuch miracles 
wrought in behalf of their adverſaries. When 
the Iſraelites had effected their paſſage through 
the ſea, God ſorely troubled the Egyptian 
hoſt; for the waters now began to come 
upon them, which occaſioned their chariot 
wheels to fink, and ſtick faſt in the mud, 
ſo that they could get no further; and Moſes 
by the command of God ſtretched forth his 
hand, and the waters in all their force returned. 
The dawn of day convinced the Egyptians of 
their danger, and they ſtrove to retreat, but 
their effort was unſucceſsful, for the waters 
overwhelmed them, and drowned Pharaoh 
with all his hoſt. Thus were the Iſraelites 
delivered from their enemies, for which they 


gratefully joined in a ſong of thankſgiving. 


The Iſraelites removed from the Red Sea 
to the wilderneſs of Shur, where they marched 
three days and could find no water: at Marah 
they. found ſome, but it was ſo bitter, they 
could not drink it, till Moſes made it ſweet 
through the power of God, by caſting into it 
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part of a certain tree to which he was directed. 
From Marah, they advanced to Elim, and 
from thence to the wilderneſs of Sin, which 
being a barren ſpot, they here murmured for 
food, and manifeſted mutinous intentions ; 
when God was pleaſed to ſend them quails or 
birds in abundance, and to rain them bread or 
manna from heaven, which was miraculouſly 
diſpenſed to them daily. When the dew around 
the camp was off, the manna appeared as the 
hoar froſt upon the ground ; it was like cori- 
ander ſeed, and in taſte reſembled wafers made 
with honey. This food fell in juſt proportion 
to the Ifraclites wants; thoſe who gathered 
much had nothing over, and he that gathered 
little had no lack. The people were en- 
joined to leave none of the manna for the next 
day, to diſplay their truſt in God; and were 
commanded to gather a double portion on the 
fixth day, to provide for the Sabbath, as on 
that day they were to do no work. 


Moſes led the children of Iſrael from the 
wilderneſs of Sin to Rephidim, where they 
were reduced to great extremities for want 
of water, which cauſed them again to murmur 
againſt Moſes. In this diſtreſs, Moſes cried. 
unto the Lord, and he received direction 

| to 
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to ſmite a rock on mount Horeb with the 
tod he had uſed to perform miracles in Egypt, 
which he accordingly did, and a ſtream iſſued 
from thence, that amply ſupplied cheir neceſ- 
ſities. While the Iſraelites were at Rephidim, 
the Amalekites; near unto whoſe. country they 
were encamped, attacked them; whereupon 
Moſes ſelefted a body of men, whom he 
put under the command of ' Joſhua, who ob- 
tained a complete victory over the Amalekites, 
Moſes holding up his hands during the: N 
in 1 of divine men ; 


Seen after this, Jethro brought Zipporah 
his daughter (Moſes's wife) to the Iſraelites 
camp with her two children Gerſhom and 
Eliezer; for when Moſes ſet out on the'Egyp- | 
tian expedition, ſhe was ſent back to her fa- 
ther. In token of Jethro's ſenſe of the Divine 
favour diſpenſed to his family and the people 
of Iſrael, he offered a ſacrifice of thankſgiving, 
of which Moſes, Aaron, and the elders parti- 
cipated. The day ſucceeding this oblation, 
_ perceived Moſes was fully employed 

in adjuſting unimportant as well as moment- 
ous controverſies ; he therefore adviſed him 
to range the people in claſſes of thouſands, 
hundreds, fifties, and tens, and to appoint 
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proper officers to preſide over each reſpettive 
diviſion ; and only reſerve appeals of great im- 
portance to his own deciſion. Moſes approving 

venient ſpeed. Jethro made but à ſhort ſtay 
with Moſes, and returned to his own land; 
but A . 


———— eG aca 
after the Iſraelites departure from Egypt, they 
marched from Rephidim and pitched their 
camp at the foot of Mount Sinai; where 
an altar, offered ſacrifices, received many laws 
from heaven, and read the contents of the 
law to the people, which they entered into a 
folemn covenant to fulfil, Moſes, Aaron, 
Nadab, Abihu, and ſeventy elders of Iſrael, 
were directed to go to ſome part of the moun- 
worſhipped him. This text hath been vari- 
ouſly conſtrued, God being an inviſible Spirit, 
no man can be ſuppoſed to have ſeen him in 
a natural ſenſe; it is therefore reaſonable to 
mentioned as ſeen, was the Son of God, who 
in after ages was made fleſh, and dwelt on 

| © earth 
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| [= ; 
earth amongſt, men; an opinion which many 
, ROE Writ, ar] in confirm. 
17318 sqs TEES a. 


By attend. Make * 


care of the people to Aaron and Hur, and 
aſcended to the top of the mount, where he 


remained forty days and forty, nights: during 
which period he received the laws and injunc- 
tions contained in Exodus — 
nn. to the . | 


| 1 * ö * Moſes 


did not come down from the mount, they 
murmured, and compelled Aaron to make 
them a golden image (ſtiled by way of con- 
tempt a calf) which they impiouſly ſet up and 
worſhipped as a repreſentation of the God of 


their deliverance. Aaron, whe. he beheld 


the people's joy on this occaſion, the next day 


a feaſt unto. the Lord. At the cloſe of this 
profane feſtival, Moſes deſcended to them 


finger of God, The holy man was in ſuch 
conſternation by the ocular; demonſtration he 


received of the people's idolatry, that he threw 
down to the ground the two tables of the 
law, which were conſequently broken. He 
ca  ' afterwards 
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afterwards melted the object of the Hraelites 
adoration, which he reduced to poder, and 
then, mixing it with water, he compelled them 
to drink of it in token of their\contrition/4 He 
the heinouſnels of his tranſgreſſion; who im- 
puted the whole tranſaction to the tumultu- 
ous efforts of the people. As à meths of 
expiation- for this offence, - the ſons of Levi 
by command gathered themſelves unto Moſes, 
and received from him the injunction to kill 
every man his brother, and every man his 
fon ; and about three thouſand perſons were 
an. | ee ane 


On the morrow, Moſes remonſtrated with 
the people on the greatneſs of their fin,” but 
promiſed his interceſſion: on their behalf; 
which God accepted ſo far, as to ordet him 
to prepare the people to march fer Canaan, 
with the cheering aſſurance an angel would go 
before them, to conduft them to the promiſed 
land, but chat he would not himſelf proceed 
any further in the mldſt of them. This de- 
privation of the *vilible Divine Preſence 
damped the ſpirit of the people, on Which a 
ſolemn humiliation was appointed to avert the 
Almiyhty”s diſpleaſure. 6— 3 


tent 
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tent withouz the cam which he called the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation, upon which the 
muned with Moſes, and at length promiſed 
his Preſence 8 W eee 
n en. 


Moſes, abe ng obistned-this inf | 
of Divine favour, by the command, of, God 
made two ne tables of fone, ſumilar to thoſe. 
that had been deſtroyed, and: went up with 
another forty. days and forty nights, without 
receiving any ſuſtenance: during which pe- 
riod; by the Divine direttion, be wrote the 
ten commandments. on che two tables. The 
firſt four of theſe injunctions evidently point 
out the duties man owes to his Creator, and 
the ſix laſt thoſe he is boand to! diſcharge 
to his fellow - creatures; therefore the whole 
may be conſidered as an epitome of: xeligi- 
ous: and moral obligations. Moles. naw alſo 
received the commands ſet. down in the xxxiv 
chapter of Exodus. At the expiration of the 
forty days, Moſes deſcended from the mount 
with the tables in his hand, and gathered the 
congregation together, whom. he inſtructed ac- 
3 to the directions he had received; 
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he alſo, by the ſame authority, taxed every 
 Iſrachte above twenty years of age half a 
ſhekel (about fifteen-pence of our money) to- 
wards raiſing a ſum for the erection of the ta- 
bernacle : the number of perſons fabjefted to 
this taxation were ſix hundred and three thou- 
ſand, five hundred and fifty men, which pro- 
duced thirty-ſeven thouſand ſeven hundred and 
pounds, ſeventeen ſhillings, ' and 
fix-pence. This fum being raiſed by the aſ- 
ſelſment before mentioned, Moſes alfo ex- 
cited the people to offer voluntary contribu- 
tions for the erection of the ſacred edifice, by 
— 9 male © ane any more ad 
ditional offerings. | 
2 


 Benalect and Aboliab by ſpeciatappointivene 
began the tabernacle, which was a building ſo 
conſtrufted as to be taken to pieces, and convey- 
ed from place to place; by their aſſiduity it was 
finiſhed in a few months. On the firſt day of 
the firſt 'month of the ſecond 

SC 20> te ultee ths Miielhies Gapictire 
from Egypt, Moſes reared the tabernacle, and 
placed the ark in it, which was a cheſt made 
of wood overlaid with tix in which the law 


and 
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and other ſacred things were depoſited ; he 
alſo hung up, the rich veil which ſeparated the 
holy place, from th e moſt holy place, in which 
the ark was 2 "The table of ſhew-bread 
and candleſtick were placed in their proper 
ſituation, che lampe were lighted, and the 
golden altar of incenſe was fixed in- the tent 
before the veil, on which Moſes burnt incenſe; 
beſides which, he ſet up the hanging at the | 
door of the tabernacle, and fixed the laver 
in its place, with the partition which 
formed the court round the tabernacle and 
altar. When Moſes had thus completed the 
holy firuflure, God was: pleaſed to” give his 
people a viſible and miraculous demonſtration 
that the ordinances of their religion were of 
his own appointment, by cauſing a cloud of 
glory to cover the tent of the congregation and 
fill the tabernacle. This fignal evidence of 
the Divine Preſence continued from this pes 
nod till the Iſraelites had finiſhed their pere: 
grinations in the wilderneſs : thus was God 
graciouſly diſpoſed to appoint himſelf as it 
were a dwelling amongſt men, to receive 
their ſupplications, and yield evidence of his 
omnipreſence and effettual protection. qe 
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When the Glory firſt reſted on the taber- 
nacle, Moſes could not enter in, its eſſects 
were fo powerful; therefore God ſpake to 
hum out of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and in an audible voice, delivered to him the 
precepts recorded in the firſt eight chapters 
of Leviticus. After this, Moſes by Divine 
appointment anointed the tabernacle, the altar, 
and all its veſſels, and conſecrated Aaron and 
his ſons to the prieſt's office. On the firſt day 
of Aaron's miniſtration, whilſt he was ordering 
the bullock and the ram for the peace-offer- 
ing, fire came down from heaven which con- 
ſumed the burnt-offering and the fat on the 
altar. Nadab and Abihu, two of Aaron's ſons, 
took each of them a cenſer, and put fire therein 
and incenſe, and thereby offered ſtrange fire 
io the Lord, contrary to his commands, for 
which they were ſtruck with immediate death; 
this circumſtance could not fail of affefting 
Aaron and his remaining ſons, but Moſes re- 
quired them to ſuppreſs their grief, and com- 
manded the dead bodies to be taken out of 
the tabernacle ; after which the holy ſervice 
was finiſhed. 


On the firſt day of the ſecond month of the 


ſecond year, Moſes was commanded to number 
the 
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the congregation by the poll of every male of 
twenty years of age and upwards, excepting 
the Levites, and in order to execute this poll, 

twelve perſons were named to be princes of 
the tribes of their fathers, who were to aſſemble 
their © lineage, and deliver their numbers. 

Moſes alſo received directions concerning the 
Hraelites progreſs and encampments, and was 
directed to take the Levites and appoint their 
families to their reſpeftive ſervices, and ſet 
apart the whole tribe for the miniſtry of 
the tabernacle : previous to this inſtitution, 

the firſt-born in each family was confider- 
ed as ſacred to the Lord. Nearly at this 
time, other Jaws recorded in the book of 
Numbers were given, and the Levites (who 
were to perform the inferior parts of the ſa- 
cred worſhip) were conſecrated to their mi- 
niſtry. About the eighteenth day of the ſame 
month, Moſes had two filver trumpets made 
for the calling of the aſſembly of the heads of 
the congregation, or for ſounding the alarm 


for the removal of the camp. On the twen- s 


tieth day, the cloud was taken off the taber- 
nacle, by the direction of which, the Ifraelites 
marched in due order from the wilderneſs bf 
Sinai to the wilderneſs. of —_ whaok the 
"__ reſted. ? A 
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The Iſraelites here murmured that their 
progreſs to Canaan was retarded, for which 
God deſtroyed many of them by fire from 
heaven, but at the inſtance of Moſes's prayers 
the fire ceaſed. Soon after this, they loathed 
the manna, and required other food at the 
hands of Moſes ; this, with other flagrant pro- 
vocations, induced him to requeſt of God to 
be eaſed of the burthen of his government, 
who commanded him to chooſe ſeventy elders, 
on whom the Almighty diffuſed .a portion of 
_ the ſpirit of wiſdom to qualify them to aſſiſt 
in the government of the people. Theſe el- 
ders went down with Moſes into the camp, 
and God ſent quails in abundance, which the 
people gathered for food; but as a juſt, pu- 
niſhment for their impatience, while, the fleſh 
was between their teeth, they were viſited, by 
© plague, which killed all who had thus luſted. 
When this ſcourge ceaſed, the Iſraclites jqur- 
nied to Hazeroth, where Aaron, and Mi- 
rian Moſes's ſiſter, ſpake againſt Moſes for 
his having married a wife from amongſt the 
Cuſhites*. Moſes being the meekeſt of them, 
it pleaſed God to appear in his cauſe, by re- 
proving Aaron and Miriam for aſſuming ſo 
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Arabia were called. 
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much conſequence, and aſſuring them of their 
inferiority, in not having perſonally re- 
vealed his will to them: and to juſtify Moſes 
to the congregation, Miriam was ſtruck with 
a leproſy, from which ſhe was recovered by 
Moſes's ſupplication on her behalf. Upon her 
re · admiſſion into the camp, after an abſence of 
ſeven days, the Iſraelites removed n _ | 
the wilderneſs of Paran. 


When they were again enn Moſes 
by the Divine command fent twelve perſons 
ſelefted from the twelve tribes as ſpies into 
the land of Canaan, to bring an account of 
the country and its inhabitants. At the ex- 
piration of forty days, the ſpies returned to 
the camp, and the congregation were fam- 
moned to hear their report. Theſe meſſen- 
gers bore evidence in favour 'of Canaan 're- 
ſpeRing its fituation and fertility ; but repre- 
ſented the inhabitants as numerous, ſtrong. 
and of a gigantic ſize. This ieſtimony ot- 
eaſioned a great ferment in the camp, as the 
Ifraelites ſuppoſed the reduction of the Ca- 
naanites would be impracticable, which ended 
in an inſurreftion, and propofing to ſelecb a 
captain to conduct them back to Egypt. Moſes 
and Aaron remonſtrated in vain, and Caleb 


e and 
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and Joſhua's evidence in favour of Canaan, 
produced no other effeft than the requiſition 
of having them ſtoned to death: theſe perſons 
were two of the ſpies ſent to the land of pro- 
muſe, who were miraculouſly reſcued from the 
people's rage by the Glory of the Lord appear- 
ing in an eſpecial manner on the tabernacle of 


the congregation, which was viſible to the 
whole aſſembly. 


On account of Moſes's entreaties, God did 
not deſtroy the people for their flagrant im- 
piety, and unbelief; but he declared that not 
one who had thus rebelled ſhould enter the 
land of Canaan: he therefore deferred the 
Iſraclutes taking poſſeſſion of it, till the exyi- 
ration of forty years from their firſt leaving 
Egypt, and ordained that all of that genera- 
tioa who were twenty years of age and up- 
wards, were to dic in the wilderneſs; except 
Caleb and Joſhua, When the congregation 
heard theſe tidings, they mourned exceedingly, 
and expreſſed a deſire to attempt an imme- 
diate entrance into Canaan, which Moſes op- 
poſed, and predifted the defeat that would 
attend this enterpriſe ; which accordingly hap- 
pened, for the Amalekites and Canaanites 
iwote them unto Hormah. 


As 
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As Mofes was ordered to lead the Iſraelites 

back towards the Red Sea, they began their 

retreat after this defeat; and there js but little 

account of their tranſattions for the ſucceed- 

ing thirty-ſeven years, from their leaving the 
wilderneſs of Paran, to their arrival in the 


wilderneſs of Sin. pe 


During this interval, the rebellion of Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram, happened. Theſe per- 
ſons diſputed the authority of Moſes, and the 
right of Aaron to the prieſthood. Dathan, 
Abiram, and their adherents were ſwallowed 
up by an earthquake, and Korah and his party 
were conſumed by fire from heaven. As the 
people imputed this judgment to Moſes and 
Aaron's influence, and took fire thereat, and 
called them murderers, God ſent a plague 
amongſt them, which deſtroyed fourteen thou- 
ſand perſons; and as a confirmation of Aaron's 
Tight to the prieſthood, he alſo cauſed his rod 
to bloſſom and bear almonds, hich converted 
the people, and effeftually quelled the rebel- 
lion. To perpetuate the remembrance of this 
miracle, Aaron's rod was depoſited 1 in the ark. 
The laws contained in the xvii and xix chap- 


ters of Numbers, appear to have derer given 
at this time. 


In 
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In the firſt month of the fortieth year after 
the Iſraclites exit out of Egypt, 
2 they came into the deſerts of 
Sin, and pitched their tents at Kadeſh; where 
foon after their arrival, Miriam died. The 
people in their new encampment experiencing 
great diſtreſs for want of water, they again 
murmured againſt Moſes and Aaron, who be- 
fought God to give them a ſupply. Moſes. 
was commanded to go with Aaron and take 
| his rod, and gather the aſſembly, when he and 
Aaron were directed to ſpeak unto a rock in. 
the deſert, from whence water was to flow. 
Moſes, provoked by the turbulency of the 
people, ſpake unadviſedly with his lips, and 
in anger alſo ſmote the rock twice, which: 
brought forth water abundantly : but as this 
meaſure was contrary to the command of God, 
he expreſſed lus diſpleaſure of the aft, by aſ- 
furing Moſes and Aaron, in conſideration of 
the offence, they ſhould neither of them con- 
duſt the people into the land of promiſe. 


As Kadeſh was near the borders of Edom, 
Moſes ſent meſſengers unto the king of that 
country, to aſk permiſſion to march through 
tis territories. Being peremptorily refuſed, 
he therefore purſued another courſe, and 

advanced 
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advanced to Mòunt Hor, where Aaron died 
at the age of a hundred and twenty years; and 


Eleazar his on was WRT" n in 
wy ſtead. it $1; | 


| When the Ilselites came near to king 
Arad's dominions, which were ſituated in the 
| ſouthern parts of Canaan, he attacked and took 
ſome of them priſoners ;- which engaged the 
Iſraelites to make a vow, they would utterly de- 
ſtroy them, whenever they had ſufficient ſtrength, 
which. nnen enn 


z 


"Th conſequence of the king. of Edom's re- 
ful. l. and king Arad attack, che Iſralites 
were compelled to retire again into the wil- 
derneſs, and were ordered to march towards 
the Red Sea, and fetch a compaſs round. the 
land of Edom. When they began this march, 
they remonſtrated with Moſes reſpełting the 
difficulties chat would attend it, antieipating the 
want of water, and declaring their abhorrence 
of the manna. To quell this rebellious ſpirit, 


God ſent fiery e the people, 


® It is ne PLN theſe 6 
vere of the flying venemous kind, which, at certain ſeaſons, 
proceeded in ſwarms/from Libya Ind Arabia towards Egypt 
and other neighbouring countries: but in this inſtance, Were 
particularly ſent as a divine judgment. 


which 
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which Killed many of them. Moſes interced- 
ing on their behalf, Godeiireted him to ere 
a brazen ſerpent, with the aſſurance, that all 


who looked up to it ſhould be healed. 


After this miracle, the Ifraclites proceeded 


campments, arrived at Piſgah, from whence 


Moſes ſent to Sihon king of the Amorites, to 
alk permiſſion to paſs through his dominions. 


This requeſt was not only refuſed, but Sihon 
martially encountered the Ifraelites in battle; 
when Moſes gained a complete victory over the 
Amorites, drove Sihon out of the country, and 


ſeized his territories. Soon after this, the 


kingdom of Baſhan was alſo ſubdued, and Moſes 
removed his camp into the plains of Moab, 
near the banks of Jordan, over againſt Jericho. 
As the Iſraelites encampment took up a great 
ſpace of ground, and made a formidable ap- 
pearance, Balak the king of Moab was greatly 
alarmed, therefore ſent ambaſſadors to the 


rulers of Midian to conſult meaſures for their 
mutual preſervation, and ſeek the aſſiſtance of 
Balaam, a reputed prophet who reſided at 
Pethor. The yarious circumſtances of Ba- 
laam's miſſion, and the miraculous inſpiration 
of his als by an angel, are too well known te 
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in their march, and having made various en- 
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need diſcuſſion, it will be therefore only 
needful to remark, that notwithſtanding Balaam 
was bribed; to curſe the Iſraelites, by: the Di- 
vine influence he was compelled to bleſs them. 
and imprecate curſes on their enemies. By 
this wicked ſoothſayer's ſuggeſtions. however, 
the Midianitiſn and Moabitiſh women con- 
ſpired to pervert: the children of Iſrael to ido- 
latry and other evil practices, for which Gd 
commanded Moſes and the judges to paniſh 
the principal ringleaders in the face of the 
ſun; by which; and a plague, twenty-four 
the ſon of Eleazar, by killing Cozbi and Zimri, 
two flagrant offenders, appeaſed the wrath of 


God, and obtained the NEARER 
W e e Tory ä 


8 


On the 1 of hs a God « Div 
manded Moſes and Eleazar to poll the males 
of twenty. years of age and upwards, who were 
found in number ſix hundred and one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and thirty men, exclufve of 
the Levites, 'who, from a month old and up- 
wards, were in number twenty-three thouſand, 
From this enrollment, it appeared there was 
Numb. xxv- 21-1300 

not 
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not one perſon alive whom Moſes and Aaron 
had numbered in the wilderneſs of Sinai, ex- 
cepting Moſes himſelf, Caleb, and Joſhua. 
Moſes nearly at this was commanded 
to arm athouſand men out of each tribe, who 
under Phinchas were to attack the Midianites, 
by the bleſſing of God they gained a complete 
victory without loſs, and became poſſeſſed of 
the whole Midianitiſh territories ; Balaam 
allo fell by their ſword. 


fre Buſt was:cmdn poſſeſſion of 
a great tract of country, the children of Reu- 
ben and Gad requeſted of Moſes and Eleazar 
to have part of it for their portion. Moſes 
at firſt thought their demand unreaſonable : 
but at length granted it, on the condition of 
their aſſiſting their brethren in the reduction 
of Canaan. The conquered land on this ſide 
Jordan was therefore divided. by Eleazar, 
Joſhua, and the elders of the tribes, amongſt 
the tribes of Reuben, and Gad, and the half 
tribe of Manaſſeh. | 


tions for the diviſion of the remaining part of 
the land of Canaan, when it ſhould be con- 
quered ; and enjoined the Iſraclites to deſtroy, 

and 
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and aboliſh every relick of idolatry. He alſo 
deſcribed the lahd of promiſe, aſcertained its 
extent, and pointed out proper perſons to di- 
vide it; beſides which, he allotted the Levites 
their cities, and enumerated the cities of re- 
fuge. Having thus far executed his miſſion 
as leader and lawgiver to the Iſraelites, Moſes 
was commanded to afcend Mount Abarim or 
Piſs and from thence take a view of the 
promiſed land; but he was expreſsly told-he 
ſhould not paſs over Jordan, when he prayed 
to God to permit him to enter into Canaan. 
to lead the people, and he was directed to 
appoint weer ane him in _ _— 
ere 3340600 bad bd: nor n du: 


5s hate ene winch. of 
the fortierh'year) om dhe Isel 


ites' departure from Egypt, Mo- . c 165. 
ſes began to exhort the people, as recorded 
in the firſt chapter of Deuteronomy, and 
continued the ſame courſe daily till he had 
delivered all the inſtructions contained in that 
book. Moſes alfo called Joſhua and exhorted 
him to take courage in leading the people, af- 
ſuring him of the divine protection and favour. 
He afterwards delivered the book of the law he 
| | 8 
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all the elders of Iſrael; and firiftly enjoined, 
them to have it read once in ſeven. years to 
the people. He then. preſented himſelf, and 
Joſhua before the Lord, in, the tabernacle 
of the congregation, where the Almighty ap- 
peared in the pillar of the cloud, and re- 
vealed to Moſes, that the people after his death 
would forſake the law, and thereby attract 
defeftion, Moſes wrote the ſong recorded in the 
tharty-ſecond:chapter of Deuteronomy, which he 
of Iſrael: he alſo added t. and an account of the 
tranſactions to this time, to the book of the 
law; which, when he had completely finiſhed, 
he ordered the Levites to depoſit in the 
fide of the ark of the covenant, where it was 
to be kept. After this, Moſes bleſſed the twelve 
tribes, and then went up from the plains of 
Moab to the mountains of Nebo, and the top of 
Piſgah, from thence the Logd gave him the 
proſpeft of Canaan, and declared it was the 
land he had promiſed to Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacobt but added, Thou ſhalt not go over 
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| There is no 2cooutit of Moes deſcending 
from Mount Piſgah, from which it is reafon- 
able to ſuppoſe he died there“, as Aaron did 
in Mount Hor. Fe Was büriel in the valley 
over aguinſt Beth-Peor, and the Iſraelites 
mourned for him thirty days: and notwith- 
ſtanding Moſes was an hundred and twenty 
yu eld when wann mee HEE — 


— — ceremonial, and judicial rules 
and #hjunRions, which” being added to che 


Abrahamicul difpenfation, conſtituted what is 
called che Moſaical or ite Büren 
vf he egen df Gribe.” £40 
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The moral law eee le- 
tions and injunctions, concerning the people's 
8 of wag _ 2 "Jon 1 
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. N and ale TY Moſes was 
tranſlated to heave} though it i evident fiom'the Scriptiral 
records he died and was interred. The ſituation of his ſepulchre 
was ſo retired; as not to uwe been preſerved as a me- 
morial: therefore the exalted virtues. of the inſpired Law- 
giver, have given riſe t to fabulous teſtimonies: concerning his 
Ann 

their 


FY - 
Ae: 


un INTRODUGTHON; 


out the books of Moſes ; but more particularly 
compaſted in the ten commandments de- 
livered on Mount Sinai, three months after 


The ceremonial laws appear to have ſome - 


eſſential conneftion, and typical analogy with 
the fpiritual part of their religion; more eſ- 
pecially thoſe. relative to-purifications, holy 
perſons and things, appointed, ſeaſons, and 
other ritual parts of their worſhip. Their 
purifications. which conſiſted of waſhing and 
fprinkling with water, and with blood; anoint- 
ing with holy oil, and ſhaving the; head, with 
various ceremonials of a fimilar nature, were 
inſtituted as types of the ſpiritual defilement 
of the ſoul by fin. The purification by water 
and blood, may be likewiſe emblematic of the 
removal of the pollution of ſin by the atoning 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt, and the ſanRlifying in- 
fluences of the Spirit of God, which are ſym- 
bolically compared to clean water. | 


dedicated to the ſervice of God, and the ex- 
erciſe of his holy religion; and the Levites 


whoſe 


INTRODUCTION: lai 


whoſe immediate buſineſs was to attend on 
the priefts, and perform the inferior parts of 
the worſhip. + The Nazarites alſo were ac- 
counted holy; theſe were perſons of either 
a vow, who were prohibited the uſe of wine, | 
and were enjoined not to have their hair : 


—— noe <a nd i 
* 


the days of Moſes and fucceeding genera- 
tions; . 


— 


of the covenant; the mercy- ſeat or covering 
of the ark, on which God dwelt between the 
cherubim in a bright cloud as the God of Iſrael; * 
the altar of burat-offerings; the altar of in- 34 
cenſe ; the table of ſhew-bread ; the candle- | 
ſtick; the laver; the ſacrifices ; the purifying 
water; the holy oil; and holy perfume; with | 
to divine worſhip. - The high-priefſt's garments | | 
were alſo eſteemed holy; theſe veſtments con- | 
ſiſted of the ephod, with the breaſt-plate and 
girdle : the robe of the ephod; the embroi- 
dered linen coat; and the mitre with the gold 
plate, 


wi INTRODUCTION. 


; Te WER TE FI FIR" 
Hones and curious workmanſhip, 1 
— UE In LAG nM | 


———— it is meedful/ to 
mention che Urim and Thummim, which 
was placed in the high-prieſt's breaſt- plate, 
and alſo bore the name of The Oracle; 
it being a kind of myſtical communication, 
by confuling which in any caſe of exigency, 
the will of God was made manifeſt to the 
inquirer: but how, or by what means, the 
learned differ in opinion. The Urim and 
Thummim was not to be conſulted by common 
governed L{racl, and afterwards: by the kings, 
or fuch as were ſent by them to make holy 
inquiry of che high-prieſt, who when he de- 
clared the will of God was attired in his ponti- 


| The Levites or common prieſts, were clad 


in an ephod, and ſome particular veſtments | 
of fine linen, when employed in their ſa- 


.daily, weekly, monthly, yearly, and on certain 
other occaſions preſcribed in the Moſaic law. 
| Theſe oblations conſiſted of burnt-offerings and 


meat 
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meat and drink-offerings. The blood of the 
former was poured out, and part of the victim 
given to the prieſts for their ſuſtenance. The 
intent of theſe ſacrifices was typically to prove, 
that the ſins of the people deſerved death and 
required continual expiation by blood: and the 
meat and drink-offerings, which conſiſted of 
corn, wine, oil, and firſt-fruits, were preſented 
ſymbolically, to evince that the mercies and 
gifts diſpenſed from heaven, deſerved the con- 
fant tribute of grateful thankſgiving. Theſe 
oblations were preſented at the door of the 
tabernacle by a prieſt, and were required to 
be free from blemiſh, except in the caſe of a free- 


will-offering, in which a {mall defeft or re- 
dundancy was excuſed. 


The water of ſepatation was made of the 
aſhes of a red heifer mixed with running water, 
which ſerved the purpoſe of purifying perſons, 

places, or things, that were conſidered as un- 
clean, either by diſeaſe, prohibited communi- 
cation, or other circumſtances. The holy oil 
was uſed to conſecrate the prieſts and ſacred 
veſſels : and the incenſe or holy perfume was 
burnt daily on the altar of incenſe before the 
ark. . | | 


ie INTRODUCTION. 


The holy times were principally the weekly 
ſabbath ; the feaſt of new moons; the feaſt of 
the paſſover ; the feaſt of pentecoſt ; the feaſt 
of trumpets; the faſt of general humiliation 
or great day of atonement; and the feaſt of 
tabernacles. The weekly ſabbath* was called 
an holy convocation, and was deſigned as a 
portion of reſt from the common occupations 
of life, as well as to be appropriated to the 
celebration of public divine worſhip. It' was 
alſo inſtituted in commemoration of God's 
reſting from the work of creation on the 
ſeventh-day, and in part to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the children of Iſrael's deli- 
verance from bondage. The feaſt of the 
new moons, was celebrated at the beginning 
of every month; the Iſraelites had then no other 
method of computing time, but by the lunar 
revolutions. The paſſover was obſerved on 
the fourteenth day of their firſt month Abib 
or Niſant (which anſwers in part to our 


* The Jewiſh ſabbath began at ſun«ſet, and ended at the 
+ This month was appropriated to eccleſiaſtical or religious 
mikters; and was deſigned to be the commencement of the 
Jewiſh year, zs being the time of their deliverance from 
boudage. 


March) 
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March) by offering a lamb, which was enjoined 
to be ſacrificed and eaten in every family, in 
remembrance of God's paſling over the families 
of the Iſraelites when he ſmote the firſt-born of 
Egypt: this feſtival laſted ſeven days, during 
which the children of Iſrael were required to 
eat unleavened bread. The feaſt of pentecoſt 
was obſerved fifty days or ſeven weeks after 
the firſt ripe corn had been offered to God; 
it was deſigned as a thankſgiving for the 
wheat-harveſt, and alſo the delivery of the 
law on Mount Sinai. The feaſt of- trumpets 
was celebrated the firſt day. of the ſeventh 
month Ethenim or Tizn*, which partly an- 
ſwers to our September; this month from 
having ſeveral holy-days in it, was conſidered 
as a kind of ſabbatical month; therefore was 
announced by an extraordinary ſound of 
trumpets. It may not be improper here to re- 
mark, that the Jews had ſabbatical years, as well 
as months and weeks ; for they held the ſeventh 
year ſacred, in which the land was expreſaly 
appointed to remain fallow. The ſeventh 
ſabbatical year which returned every fifty 
years, was called the year of Jubilee, in which 
there was an univerſal releaſe granted from 


This month was dedicated to the management of civil 


affairs. 
d 2 bondage 
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bondage and labour. The general faſt on the 
great day of atonement, was obſerved by the 
whole body of the people on the tenth day 
of their ſeventh month. It was on this day, 
the high-prieſt entered the moſt holy place 
drefſed in his rich garments, and ſprinkled 
the blood of a peculiar ſacrifice before; the 
mercy-ſeat to make atonement for the ſins 
of the people, and offered incenſe on the 
golden cenſer; which was a ſtriking type of 
the bleſſed effefts of Chriſt's expiation, and 
interceſhon on our behalf. The feaſt of 
tabernacles commenced on the fifteenth day 
of the ſeventh month, and laſted ſeven days, 
during which the children of Iſrael dwelt in 
booths made of boughs of trees, to perpe- 
tuate their reſiding in ſimilar habitations du- 
ring their pilgrimage in the wilderneſs.” This 
feſtival, and thoſe of the paſſover and pente- 
coſt, were celebrated where God fixed the 
reſidence of the ark, which was firſt: at Shiloh, 
and afterwards at Jeruſalem. The males of 
the people of Iſrael, were all required to ap- 
pear before God in one place, with an offer- 
ing conſiſting of the tithe of their corn, wine, 
oil, and the firſt-born of their cattle, of which 
they were to participate, though the greater part 
was given- to the prieſts. To encourage an 

uniform 
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aniform obedience to this injunftion, God 
promiſed, that thoſe who left their country 
or poſſeſſions to attend theſe general convo- 
cations, ſhould be preſerved from the inroads 
of their enemies ; which was a diſtinguiſhed 
ſtanding miracle during. the continuance of 
the Moſaic diſpenſation. 


The intentions of the ceremonials juſt de- 
ſcribed, were evidently theſe, to render the 
Jews diſtinguiſhed above all other people, as 
God's peculiar and oſtenſible church; to keep 
them alſo from Idolatry, ſubſtituting various 
outward forms and ceremonies of a moral 
tendency, leſt they ſhould be tempted to 
embrace the religion of the Pagan nations 
that ſurrounded them; and laſtly, to repre- 
ſent by types and ſtriking figures, the miniſtry 
of Chriſt, and the Goſpel diſpenſation. 


The next things to be conſidered, are the 
political or judicial laws relative to the Iſrael- 
ites civil government; which were a ſyſtem 
wiſely calculated” to advance their intereſt 
as citizens, and increaſe! their happineſs as 


d 3 Theſe 
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Theſe laws were ſo diffuſive, they com- 
prehended every injunction and reſtriction the 
people locally or individually required; they re- 
gulated their condutt in war and peace ; pointed 
out the reciprocal duties of huſbands and 
wives, parents and children, maſters and ſer- 
vants ; enjoined the maintenance of the prieſts 
and Levites; permitted or prohibited thoſe 
kinds of food which were either ſalutary or 
permQous; and directed raiment ſuited to the 
climate and their condition. The laws alſo 
reipecing the preſervation of property, per- 
fonal ſafety, and the diſtribution of equity, as 
well as thoſe concerning huſbandry, money, 
cattle, birds, beaſts, and the firſt-born of all 
things, were admirably adapted to promote 
juſlice, humanity, harmony, and induſtry. 


The moſt common mode of puniſhing con- 
vidted offenders, for capital crimes amongſt 
the Jews, was the ſtoning the criminal to 
death, or hanging him on a tree. The puniſh- 
ment for the preſumptuous violation of their 


duty to God, or breaking the ſabbath, was 
the being cut off from the people or con- 
gregation. In offences of a very heinous 
nature, this was to be underſtood, the being 
devoted to ſome immediate puniſhment from 

; - the 
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the hand of God, or to death by the hands of a 
magiſtrate ; but in caſes of a leſs flagrant kind, 
it implied the being excluded from the con- 
gregation of Iſrael at the obſervance of the 
paſſover, and other ſacred feſtivals: alſo in 
ſome inſtances, a deprivation of thole pri. 
vileges which the Jews in an eſpecial degree 
enjoyed. N *Bia 


Having thus briefly diſcuſſed the moral, 
ceremonial and judicial laws, contained in the 
Mofaic ſyſtem ; it only remains to obſerve, 
they muſt be allowed to be a divine inſtitu- 
tion, wiſely adapted to the peculiar circum- 
ſtances of God's choſen people; and there- 
by greatly redounding to his honour and 
praiſe, as a ſhadow of the good things to come, 
manifeſted in, and fulfilled by Chriſt our bleſſed 
Redeemer. 


Previous to the will of God being thus 
clearly revealed to Moſes, the Ifraelites had 
but a confuſed idea of divine worſhip. They 
had altars, prieſts, and a kind of . moveable 

tabernacle; they alſo offered facrifices, and 
| purified themſelves by the ſprinkling of 
blood, but had an imperfett notion of the 
omnipotent beatific attributes of the Supreme 
d 4 Being. 
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Being. It is worthy of obſervation, that in 
the hve covenants or diſpenſations already 
Ipeciked to have been revealed to mankind: 
the conditions of each were. proportioned to 
the abilities, propenſities, and particular ſitua- 
tions of the perſons bound by thoſe ſacred obli- 
gations; all tending and co-operating to ſerve as 
a prelude to the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, or 
the Goſpel diſpenſation: which is an effec- 
tual completion of covenants, the means of 
redemption from fin, and of our obtaining the 
inheritance of eternal life. 


Having thus taken a brief view of the Le- 
vitical diſpenſation as to its religious rules and 
rites, we ſhall be the better able to connect 
the hiſtory with the main object of the ſub- 
ſequent work. 


Joſhua being eſtabliſhed in his command as 
governor and captain of Iſrael ; at the expira- 
tion of the time of mourning for Moſes, he 
ſeat ſpies from Shittim to Jericho, who were 
by command of the king of that city cloſely 
purſued by the inhabitants, but eſcaped through 
the favour of Rahab an harlot, who conceal- 
ed them, on condition they would ſpare her and 
her family when the city was conquered. 

; The 
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The day after the ſpies' return, Joſhua was 
induced by their teſtimony to collect his peo- 
ple, and began his march to the river Jordan. 
On their arrival, when the prieſts feet who 
bore the ark touched the brink of the river, 
the water diſperſed, and roſe up on each ſide, 
ſo that a dry paſſage was left for the people 
to paſs through. When the Iſraelites got 
on the other ſide Jordan, God commanded 
Joſhua to ſend twelve men, one from each 
tribe, to the place where the prieſts ſtood with 
the ark in the middle of the river; who were 
to bring twelve ſtones from thence, which 
he was to erect in Gilgal where he encamped 
the firſt night, to perpetuate the remembrance 
of God's power and” mercy. The ſucceeding 
day, Joſhua renewed the rite of circumciſion 
which had been diſcontinued forty years. On the 
fourteenth day of the ſame month, 
the Iſraelites celebrated their firſt B. C. 1461. 
paſſòver in the land of Canaan; and on the third 
day of the feſtival, the manna ceaſed to be dif- 
penſed from heaven, that food being then unne- 
ceſſary in a land abundantly fertile in all the 
uſeful productions of nature. But as a memo- 
rial of the divine favour towards them in the 
wilderneſs and of their protection, a pot of this 
d 5 manna 
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manna was preſerved, and depoſited in the 
ark. 


The children of Iſrael's entrance into the 
land of Canaan*, ſignally diſplays the omni- 
potence of God, as well as his merciful for- 
bearance to the ſinful generations of men. 
In the progreſs of their journey, a ſucceſſion 
of miracles was wrought; bitter water be- 
came {weet; bread was diſpenſed from heaven; 
ſreams iſſued from rocks; birds hovered round 
the camp to afford them ſuſtenance ; and their 
garments waxed not old in a pilgrimage of 
forty years in the wilderneſs: notwithſtanding 
which, the people rebelled, and continual- 
ly manifeſted a 2 of God's youu 
dence ! 


As the people of Jericho were alarmed at 


the Ifraclites near approach, they ſhut the 
gates of the city and kept within its walls, 


which ſeemed invincible ; for the military art 
was in thoſe days much circumſcribed in its 


* Canaan, has been diſtinguiſhed in fucceeding ages by 
the following names: the Land of Iſrael ; the Land of God; 
the Holy Land, and the Land, as alſo Judea, Paleſtine, Syria - 
Paleſtina, and the Land of Promiſe. | 
operations 
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eperations of aſſault. Whilſt Joſhua was me- 
ditating plans for the reduftion of Jericho, 
an angel, or the Lord himſelf, appeared unto 
him in the form of a man with a drawn ſword 
in his hand, who gave Joſhua directions how 
to act, with ſolemn aſſurances of ſucceſs. 
According to this holy preſage, when the 
Iſraelites had marched ſeven days round je- 
richo with the ark, and the prieſts had ſounded 
their trumpets, the walls of the city with- 
out any viſible cauſe fell to the ground, and 
they gained an eaſy entrance into Jericho. 
which they ſacked, and put all the inhabi- 
tants to the ſword, except Rahab and her 
kindred, for her kindneſs to the ſpies. They 
alſo deſtroyed all the cattle, burnt the city, 
and only reſerved the gold, ſilver, braſs, and 
iron: the Iſraelites being ſtrictly enjoined to 
extirpate the Canaanites, leſt they ſhould be 
infected by their abominable practices and Ido- 
latry, and alſo were to be the executioners of 


God's wrath againſt them for their crying fins: 


The next martial enterpriſe was againſt Ai, in 
which the Iſraelites were defeated. When Jo- 
ſhua inquired of God the cauſe, he was informed, 
it was occaſioned by one Achan having ſecreted 
ſome of the ſpoil of Jericho, which was ex- 
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preſsly commanded to be burnt. The cul- 
prit was ſecured, and he and his family being 
toned to death, the divine wrath was appeaſ- 
ed, the city of Ai was ſoon taken, and the 
inhabitants and the ſpoil given to the II- 
rachtes. 


Agreeable to the injunftions of Moles, 
the IIraelites when they had paſſed Jordan 
ſet up great ſtones on Mount Ebal, which 
they plaſtered and inſcribed the law thereon“; 
they alſo eretted an altar and preſented ſa- 
crifices, and celebrated a feaſt unto the Lord. 
Joſhua afterwards divided the people, and pla- 
ced fix tribes on Mount Eba!, and ſix on Mount 
Gerizam which was. oppoſite to it. When 
the Iſrachtes were thus arranged, the Le- 
vites on Mount Ebal were to read with a 
loud voice the curſes Moſes had ſpecified for 
the tranſgreſſion of the law; unto each of 
which, the people were to ſay Amen. After 
which, the bleſſings promiſed to the obſervance 

of the law were to be proclaimed from Mount 


* Shuckford in his learned connection of the ſacred and 
profane hiſtory, is of opinion, that only the bleſſings and 
curfes ſptcified by Moſes were inſcribed on the ſtones : as 
the whole body of tic law was too large to have been engraven 
on them. 


Gerizim, 
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Gerizim, and thereby the Iſraelites were to 
renew their covenant with God, and their 
obligations to keep his commands: from 
hence Mount Ebal was called the Mountain 
of Curſes, and Mount Gerizim the Mountain 
of Bleſlings. 


* 


The Ifraelites' ſucceſſes greatly intimidated 
the neighbouring powers, which induced the 
Canaanitiſh kings to form a confederacy againſt 
them. The Gibeonites did not enter into this 
league, but craftily ſent ambaſſadors to the Iſ- 
raelites with apparent ſigns of their having tra- 
velled from a far country ; which induced the 
people of Iſrael precipitately to confirm a treaty 
of peace by oath with them. As a puniſhment 
for this deception however, the Gibeonites were 
afterwards deſtined to ſervile offices relative to 
the houſe of God and the whole congregation, 

though their lives were ſpared. 


In conſequence of the Gibeonites defec- 
tion, Adonizedek king of Jeruſalem and the 
kings of Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachiſh, and Eglon 
joined their forces, and commenced a ſiege 
againſt the city of Gibeon; but God gave 
the victory to his Iſrael, by caſling large hail- 
| ſtones 
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Rones amongſt their enemies, which deſtroy- 
ed greater numbers than fell by the ſword: 
and to lengthen the day for the proſecution 
of this important battle, Joſhua by the power 
and permiſſion of God, commanded the ſun 
to ſtand ſtill over Gibeon, and the moon over 
the valley of Ajalon, for the ſpace of nearly 
a day, till the Iſraelites were fully avenged of 
their enemies. The five confederated kings' 
broken troops were purſued as far as Azekah, 
and they themſelves were taken in a cave at 
Makkedah (where they had ſought refuge) 
and by Joſhua's command were hanged on 
five trees. | 


The circumſtance of Joſhua commanding 
the fun and moon to fland iN, as a means 
of prolonging the day, muſt neceſſarily appear 
contradiftory to the demonſtrated principles 
of aſtronomy, which clearly prove, that the ſuc- 
ceſſion of day and night is produced by-the 
earth's rotation on its own axis. To obviate 
this apparent objeftion, it is needful to obſerve, 
that when the book of Joſhua was written, it was 
the prevailing opinion, that the different de- 
grees of light and darkneſs perceptible to 
the inhabitants of the earth, were occaſioned 
by the reſpettive courſes of the ſun and moon: 

. as 
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as the revolutions of the planetary ſyſtem were 
not accurately diſcovered till many ages after 
this extraordinary event. Accordingly, Joſhua 
recorded this miracle agreeable to the ideas 
of aſtronomy which coincided with the ſyſtem 
then embraced, and thus rendered his teſti- 
mony of public utility; for in thoſe early 
times it would have been difficult to con- 
vince people the earth moved, unleſs they 
could have viſibly perceived the progreſs of its 
revolving mation: therefore the event was 
expreſſed in terms ſuited to the comprehenſion 
of the people, though not conſiſtent with the 
clear evidence and improvements of philoſo- 
phy in more enlightened ages. 


In the autumn of this year, the Iſraelites 
were employed in cultivating their 
poſſeſſions in the land of Canaan; 
therefore from this æra the firſt ſabbatical year 

is computed. 


B. C. 1451. 


After the defeat of the confederate army, 
Joſhua vanquiſhed the ſouthern nations of 
Canaan, and returned with his victorious forces 
to Gilgal. Soon after this, Jabin king of 
Hazor formed an alliance with the northern 
Canaanitiſh potentates to oppoſe the Iſraelites. 

and 
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and a powerful army was raiſed, which To- 
ſhua encountered and ſubdued, and afterwards 
burnt the city of Hazor. From thence he 
marched againſt. the territories of the other 
confederate kings, which he conquered, and 
thereby reduced all that extenſive tract of 
country. Joſhua having in about the ſpace of 
five years ſubdued one and thirty kings, and. 
obtained ample ſpace for his people's ſettle- 
ments, was commanded by God to put a pe- 
riod to the war, and divide the 
A . land of Canaan amongſt the 
tribes of Iſrael. | 


Previous to the diviſion of the land, the 
children of Judah came to Joſhua and 
Eleazar; and Caleb, who was of this tribe, 
aſſerted that Moſes had aſcertained the ſpot of 
his inheritance, by promiſing him the poſſeſ- 
fion of Hebron, as a reward for the teſtimony 
he bore in its favour, when he was employed 
as a fpy. This plea being admitted, Caleb 
was eſtabliſhed in Hebron. As Moſes before 
his death had fixed the inheritance of the 
tribes of Reuben and Gad, and half of that of 
Manaſſeh, there remained nine tribes and a 
half to be ſettled, therefore the deciſion was 


io to prevent diſputes. . 
When 
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When the children of Judah and Joſeph had 
received their allotments of land, the whole 

congregation aſſembled at Shiloh, within the 
confſines of the tribe of Ephraim, where they 
eretted the tabernacle. After the inheritance 
of all the tribes was fixed, the children of 
Iſrael . gave Joſhua a peculiar portion, even 
Timnath-Serah in mount Ephraim, where he 
built a city, and afterwards. reſided. But 
notwithſtanding Moſes left two ſons, there 
was no particular proviſion made for them 
in the land of Canaan, nor any privileges 
granted them above the other Levites. The 
diviſion of the land being ſettled, che fix 
cities of refuge were appointed; and each 


tribe ſet apart certain cities for the Lerne to 
dwell in“. 


The Iſraelites concerns being thus aquſt- 
ed, Joſhua ſent the Reubenites, Gadites, and 
the half tribe of Manaſſeh, to their habita- 
tions beyond Jordan, with ſome pious in- 


— The Levites were expreſsly excluded from any ſhare in 
the diviſion of the land of promiſe ; but were appointed to be 
iaterſperſed with the other tribes, as they were ſet apart for 
che miniſtry and ſervice of God. | 
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junctions and a bleſſing. Before they paſſed 
the river, they erefted a large altar, as a me- 
morial to future ages that they belonged to 
the tribes in Canaan. This their brethren 
apprehended was done for to offer ſacri- 
fices upon, and ſo tended to produce inno- 
vations in their religion, and therefore pre- 
pared to commence hoſtilities againſt them; 
from which they deſiſted when their motives 
and conduct were explained. 


Joſhua perceiving his end approach, ſum- 
moned together the tribes at She. 
B. C. 1486. chem, and having exhorted the 
people to obedience, enumerated God's mer- 
cies to them, and renewed their covenant with 
God; he ſoon after expired, aged one hundred 
and ten years. He was inferior to Moſes, to 
whom God ſpake in perſon, but he was obliged 
to have recourſe to the Urim and Thummim for 
the direftion of his conduct; and in many 
other particulars, was leſs diſtinguiſhed by the 
Divine favour than his predeceſſor. 


As God was always conſidered as the King 
and chief Ruler of Iſrael, after the death of 
Joſhua no particular perſon was appointe1 to 
ſucceed him, therefore moſt probably the 

; people 
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people choſe their own judges, magiſtrates, 
and officers, according to the directions of 
Moſes. The conduct of theſe rulers is not parti- 


cularly recorded, but it is evident, that impiety 


prevailed; which produced public judgments 


and private calamities. God permitted theſe 
ſcourges for a ſeaſon, to awaken his people to 


a juſt ſenſe of their duty and their tranſgreſſions ; 
he alſo delivered them into the hands of their 


enemies for the ſame | wiſe purpoſe, but at 
certain periods raiſed up extraordinary judges - 
to reſcue them from their formidable ſoes: the 
moſt renowned of whom were Ehud, Shamgar, 
Deborah, Gideon, Jephthah, Samſon, and 
Samuel, whoſe exploits and deliverances wall 
be briefly recited. | 


Notwithſtanding Canaan was chiefly ſubdued 
by Joſhua, the Jebuſites and Philiſtines re- 
mained unconquered till David's time, to prove 
the children of Iſrael's obedience, and to ſerve 
as a ſcourge for their iniquities. The people 
after the death of Joſhua, degenerated into 
groſs Idolatry and a general depravity of 
manners, by intermingling with the Canaan- 
ites; therefore God in anger delivered them 
into the power of Cuſhan-Riſhe- 
thaim king of Meſopotamia, ſrom 2 f * 


whoſe 
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hoſe oppreſſion they were freed at the 

2 iration of eight years, by 

1458. Othniel Caleb's forvin-law, who 
judged Iſrael. 


When peace had been eſtabliſhed forty 

years, Othniel died, and the 

_— people relapſing into their former 

fins, they were vanquiſhed by Eglon king of 

Moab and the Ammonites and Amalekites, 

who poſſeſſed Jericho and the neighbouring 
country. 


Ehud delivered Iſrael after eighteen years 

» ſufferings from the oppreſſion of 

m_ _ Eglon king of Moab,: by ſtabbing 
him with a dagger, under the ſpecious pre- 
tence of preſenting him with a gift; and af- 
terwards colleQing a force, he routed the 
Moabites, and ſecured peace to the end of 
eighty years from the reſt obtained by Othniel. 
Atter Ehud, Shamgar avenged the cauſe of 
B. c. 1325. Iſraei, by ſlaying ſix hundred 
Philiſtines; but as the Iſraelites 

returned to their former evil practices, God 
delivered them into the power 
1882 1 Jabin king of Canaan, who 
| dwelt. 
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dwelt at Hazor, which involved them in 
thraldom for twenty years. 


Deborah, a propheteſs, at this period Judged 
Ifrael in mount Ephraim, and Barak of Naph- 
tali was made captain of the hoſt f Iſrael, 
who vanquiſhed Siſera captain of Jabin's army, 
whom Jael the wife of Heber afterwards killed 
in her own tent. In memorial of this victory, 
Deborah compoſed a beautiful ode or ſong of 
victory and thankſgiving, and the 3 C. 198 K. 
land reſted in the fortieth year 
from the deliverance —_ by Ehud. 


The Iſraelites again doing evil in the "= 

of the Lord, they were deh- 
vered into the hands of the Mi- * 8090 
dianites for the ſpace of ſeven years, from 
whoſe oppreſſion they were freed by Gideon, 
who put an end to the worſhip of Baal, and 
ſubdued the Midianites with only three hundred 
men. For this, and another important ſervice, 
the ſlaying the two kings of Midian, the Iſrael- 
ites offered to fettle the kingdom on Gideon and 
his ſons, which: he refuſed to accept, declaring 
that God was their King and ſupreme Ruler. 
Theſe victories ſecured peace in the land of 
Iſrael 


* 


* 
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Iſrael forty years from the reſtoration of tran- 
quillity by Deborah and Barak. 


After the death of Gideon, the people re. 
inſtated the worſhip of Baal; and 
B. C. 1296. __. his illegit * 
ſet himſelf up as king, and flew ſeventy of 
his brothers, the youngeſt named Jotham, alone 
eſcaped this carnage. Abimelech when he had 
reigned three years deſtroyed the city of Sche. 
chem, flaughtered the inhabitants, and burnt 
their idols. He afterwards laid fiege to The- 
bez, where he was killed by a woman caſting 
a piece of millſtone on his head. 


Tolah the fon of Push of Iffachar, after the 
deceaſe of Abimelech, judged 
Iſrael for the ſpace of twenty- 
three years. He was ſucceeded by Jair 
a the Gileadite, who afted as 


judge in Iſrael twenty-two years. 


B. C. 1233. 


The Ifraclites again forſaking the true reli- 
gion, and worſhipping ſtrange gods, the Al- 
mighty delivered them into the hands of the 
Philiftines and Ammonites for the ſpace of 
eighteen years. They were reſcued from this 

thraldom 
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thraldom by Jephthah a Gileadite, who be- 
ing made captain of the hoſt of | 
ae! fubdued the Ammonites; ©: C. 1188. 

but previous to this important battle, he made 
2 raſh vow to ſacrifice. or dedicate the firſt 
thing to the Lord that happened to. meet 
him on his return from the field of battle; 
which unfortunately proved to be his daughter 
and only child, whom he ſacrificed to fulfil 
his vow according to ſome writers ; or as others, 


kept her from marriage as holy to the Lord. 
He judged Iſrael fix years. 


Ibzan of Bethlehem ſucceeded Jephthah 
as judge of Iſrael, who afted B. C. 1189. 
for the ſpace of ſeven years: 
after whom Elon the Zebulonite was appointed 
to the judicial office, and remain- 
ed in it ten years: next to 
whom ſucceeded Abdon, who 
judged Iſrael eight years. * ty. 


B. C. 1175. 


Eli (in whom the high-prieſthood was 
tranſlated from the family of Eleazar to Itha- 
mar's) ſucceeded Abdon, and judged Ifrael 
forty years. In him the import- 
ant offices of high-prieſt and judge B. C. 1186. 
were concentred. As the Iſraelites by heinous 


complicated 
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complicated offences renewed the Lord's dif. 
pleaſure, he now delivered them into the hands 
of the Philiſtines. This fixth ſervitude com- 
menced ſeven months after Eli's eſtabliſhment 
in his office, and laſted forty years, as it did 
not expire till ſeven months after his death, 
Eli was not reckoned as one of the extraordi- 
nary judges, but was moſt probably employed 
as a magiſtrate over ſome particular part of 
the land. | 


During the period that Eli decided civil 
cauſes in Iſrael under the Philiſtines, Samſon a 
Nazarite, whoſe birth had been foretold by an 
angel, ſought occaſion to quarrel with them 
by marrying a woman of Timnah, who ex- 
plained «-riddle to the Philiſtines which Sam- 
ſon had propounded to them with a wager. 
This circumſtance enraged Samſon ſo much, 
he flew tharty men of Aſkalon, and gave their 
armour to the Philiſtines to diſcharge the 
wager he had loſt, As Samſon was endued 


witch extraordinary bodily ſtrength, in many 


other inſtances he greatly annoyed the Phili- 
nes: he flew a thouſand of them at one time 
with the jaw-bone of an aſs; he alſo when 


+ the Philiſtines had encloſed him in the city 


and 


of Gaza, carried away the gates and gate-poſts, 
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and made his eſcape 2 beſides: theſe extraordi · 
nary actions, he tore a lion afunder, and 
broke the ſtrong cords with which be was 
bound. At length he was delivered into the 
hands of the Philiſtines by Delilah his concu- 
bine, who having diſcovered that his ſtrength 
lay in his hair, treacherouſly cut it off, and after- 
wards the Philiſtines put out his eyes and em- 
ployed him to grind in a mill. One day 
when they were collected to make ſport of 
him under the temple of Dagon their god, at 
a time of their great ſacrifice, his hair being 
grown again, and his {ſtrength thereby in part 
renewed, he pulled down the temple, and by: 
that means killed - himſelf, and (. 1118. 
the princes. of the Philiſtines his 

adverſaries, after * Judged I Iſrael twenty 


years. 


After Samſon's death, the Iſraelites took up 
arms againſt the Philiſtines, but were defeated, 
and. loſt four thouſand men in one battle. 
This circumſtance induced them to ſend for 
the ark of the covenant ſrom Shiloh, which 


* It is ſuppoſed Samſon judged the ſouth-weſt part of Iſrael 
twenty years; this extraordinary perſon's birth being ſoretold 
by an angel, he feems deſigned to be a champion for the 
people of Iſrael during Eli's wn 1b 


Wn: they 
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they brought into the camp, As the Philiſ. 
tines now perceived their affairs were in a 
deſperate ſtate, they reſolved to fight valiantly; 
therefore attacked the Iſraelites, thirty thouſand 
of whom they deſtroyed, ſeized the ark, and 
flew Hophni and Phinehas the prieſts, who were 
El:i's fons. When the awful tidings were brought 
ↄto Eli of the capture of the ark, and the death 
B. c. 1117. of his ſons, he was ſo overwhelm. 
ed with grief, he fell from 15 
chair and broke his neck. 


The — —— the ork; ines the 
temple of Dagon their god, which cauſed the 


idol to fall down and his head and hands to be 
broken off; but not regarding this as a judgment, 
they removed the ark in triumph from city to 
city, the inhabitants of which however were 
either deſtroyed, or grievoully afflicted with ſore 
diſcaſes, which at length induced the Philiſtines 
to convey the ark back to Bethſhemeſh in the 
land of Iſrael. The inhabitants of this place 
looking into the ark, contrary to the command 
of God, they alſo were ſmitten with great ſlaugh- 
ter; which excited thoſe who were ſpared to ſend 
the ark to Kirjath- Jearim to the houſe of Abina- 
dab, who ſanctiſied his ſon Eleazar to take charge 
of it, where it remained till David's time. 
The 
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The laſt renowned judge of Iſrael was Sa- 
muel the prophet, the ſon of g. C. A + ty 
Elkanah by Hannah his wife, who 
being a religious woman and having had no 
child, beſought him fervently of the Lord. 
Samnel being granted to her, agreeable to her 
requeſt, he was dedicated to the ſervice of God, 
and was brought op at the tabernacle in Shiloh 
in the houſe of Eli the high-prieſt from his 
youth, and employed in the ſervice of the ta- 
bernacle ; he was alſo. early endued with the 
ſpirit of prophecy. God called him three times 
in one night, and revealed to him the misfor- 
tunes that would attend the houſe of Eli, in 
conſequence of his not reſtraining his ſons 
from ſin; who in conformity to this declara- 
tion, were ſlain in battle, and the prieſthood was 
transferred to another family. After a period of 
many years, the Ifraelites by Sa- 
muel's pious exhortations ſolemn- 
ly repented of their tranſgreſſions at Mizpeh ; 
and as the bleſſed effect of their converſion, God 
ſoon delivered them from the Philiſtines' inva- 
ſions by ſignal thunder from heaven and bleſſing 
the arms of Iſrael, and preſerved them from 
future aſſaults during Samuel's adminiſtra- 
tion. Samuel governed the people with diſ- 
tinguiſhed wiſdom and equity, and travelled 

through 


B. C. 1099. 


0 


INTRODUCTION. 


throughthe land every year to redreſs grievances 
and adminiſter juſtice. When he was far ad- 
vanced in years, and conſequently not able to 
ſuſtain the weight of ſuch an important govern- 
ment, he made his ſons judges, who were ap- 
pointed to take part in the judicial concerns 
of Ilrael. Samuel's ſons adopting meaſures of 
an oppreſſive nature, and evil tendency to the 
people, they beſought their righteous judge 
BC x 098. they might have a king appointed 
over them like other nations. The 
holy prophet repreſented the fatal conſequences 
this revolution would produce, but the people 
perliſting in their requeſt, he undertook to pre- 
ſent their petition to the throne of grace. 


From this ra the ſubſequent hiſtory be- 
gins, and the Author truſts, the neceſſity of 
an Introduction will amply juſtify this, as indiſ- 
peuſable to connett the chain of events, and 
exemplify the ſeveral viciſſitudes which the 
people of Iſrael experienced, and their future 
connettion with the Aſſyrian, Perſian, Mace- 
doman, and Roman empires. 
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From the Eſtabliſhment-of Monarchy in 
Iſrael, to the Deſtrutiion of Jeruſalem, 
and the Babyloniſh . 


| * aids of Samuel's entreaties os 
behalf of the children of Ifrael, 
God was graciouſly pleaſed to In the year 
grant their requeſt, by appointing of the world 
a king to reign over them. From 2907, and 
their deliverance from bondageto 1 | 
the preſent period, the theocratic Ann. 1097. 
form of government had ſubſiſted, 
God himſelf condefcended to be their ruler, 
which gained them the diſtinguiſhed title of his 
peculiar people. This divine adminiſtration * 
could not fail to ſecure che bleſſings of liberty 
and diffuſive happineſs; as the freedom it au- 
thoriſed was the moſt perfect in its kind, being 
only reſtrained by thoſe wiſe and ſalutary laws, 
which their Supreme Ruler had eſtabliſhed for” 
=. the 


ED 


the advantage of individuals, and the attain- 
ment of national glory. During this period, 
the Scriptures inform us, every man did that 
which was right in his own eyes;” as the 
judges aſſumed no regal power, and even re- 
fuſed it when offered; they allo no farther 
concerned themſelves in the management of 
civil affairs, than by relieving the oppreſſed, 
and executing juſtice, which rendered every 
individual a free agent; therefore, of the If. 
raclites, or Hebrews, with propriety it might 
have been ſaid, © Happy are the people, that 
are in fuch a caſe! yea, happy are the people, 


| whoſe Godis Jehovah!” 


A due ſenſe of theſe mercies, excited 
Samuel's ſurpriſe and diſpleaſure againſt his 
countrymen, the choſen of God, for reje&- 
ing the theocracy that was the baſis of their 
preſent advantage, and future hope ; and his 
prophetic ſpirit enabled him to foreſee that the 
ſubverſion of the ſupreme magiſtracy by the 
introduttion of human monarchy, muſt ne- 
cellanly produce deſpotiſm, flavery, and in- 
evitable ruin. When this deluded people firſt 
expreſſed their deſire of à king to their 
devout and upright judge, he was fo ſtruck 
with the ingratitude and folly of the requeſt, he 

was 


149 

was incapacitated for making a reply in this . 
caſh awful ſituation, the holy man of 
God, Conſiſtent with the dignity of his pro- 
phetic calling, applied himſelf to the Almighty 
in earneſt prayer, for counſel and aid to dire& 
his conduR, in this ſeaſon of difficulty and 
danger. As divine illumination is ever ob- 
tained, when zealouſly ſought; and upon all 
occaſions was liberally diſpenſed to diſpel the 
doubts, and cheer the miniſters of inſpiration ; 
Samuel was directed to hearken unto the voice 

of the people, in all that they ſaid unto him; 
and ſuffer them to obtain their deſire, and 
abide by the conſequences. As the means of 
comforting the holy prophet for the unjuſt re- 
turn his faithful judicial adminiſtration had 
received, God thus emphatically declared: 
They have not rejefted thee, but they have 
rejeted me, that I ſhould not reign over 
them!” The Almighty alſo enumerated the 
flagrant tranſaftions of the children of Iſrael 
from their deliverance from bondage to the 
preſent æra; and as a juſt puniſhment for their 
various offences, authoriſed Samuel to grant 
their requeſt, but commiſſioned him previouſly 
to proteſt againſt the introduction of monarchy, 
that by the anticipation of the mal-admini- 
tration of their future kings, the people might 
B 2 | be 
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be convinced, that temporal judgments would 
be the natural effefts of their ſinful choice 


In obedience to theſe commands, Samuel 
allembled the people, and informed them of 
the anſwer he had received from God concern- 


ing their petition ; he alſo repreſented to them 


in the moſt affecting terms, the juſt reſent- 


ment of the Almighty for their atrocious in- 
gratitude, and portrayed the deſpotic meaſures 
their frail, but tyrannic monarchs would 
adopt ; that after the moſt candid diſquiſition 
t might be left to their free choice, to perſiſt 
in their deluded requeſt, or to recover from 
error, and implore the continuance of the 


| beatific theocracy. This affecting narration 


produced no other effeft on the holy prophet's 


obdurate audience, than rendering them more 


in their demands. They refuſed 
to obey the counſels of Samuel, and vehemently 
exclaimed, © Nay, but we will have a king 


| over us, that we allo may be like all the na- 
tions, and that our king may judge us, and go 
out before us, and fight our battles!” This 
impious relinquiſhment of the King of kings 
and his divine favour, could not fail to inſpire 
the holy prophet with horror and dread, from 

the 


1 
the juſt apprehenſion of its fatal conſequences; 
with reluttant concern therefore, Samuel re- 
preſented a reiteration of the people's requeſt 
to the Supreme Being; who thus replied, 
* Hearken unto their voice, and make them a 
king!“ In conformity to this injunftion, 
Samuel diſmiſſed the elders to their reſpeftive 
abodes, with the affurance God would provide 
a king to reign over them; and alſo gave 
them direftions to prepare the people for a 
general convention, in order to ele&t one 


whom God would ot hx with _—_— rule 
over them. 


The various circumſtances of this awful re- 
volution demand peculiar attention; as the 
events, ſeparate or compacted, are fraught with 
manifeſt tokens of flagrant ingratitude, and 
atrocious provocation to the Creator and 
Governor of the univerſe. The pretences the 
Iſraelites formed to juſtify their obſtinate per- 
ſeverance in the requeſt of an earthly po- 
tentate, were weak ſubterfuges to palliate the 
groſſeſt impiety : which will be clearly proved 
from a candid ſurvey of the advantages they 
vainly arrogated would ariſe from the eſtabliſh- 
ment of human monarchy. The oppreſſive 
conduct of Samuel's ſons, was in fact, not the 
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only cauſe for the people ſeeking a new form 
of government; but the invaſion of Nahaſh, 
king of the Ammonites, was the leading incen- 
tive for their wiſhing to obtain a perſon of diſ- 


tinguiſhed valour to lead their armics, and make 
the moſt aftive exertion for the preſervation of 


public ſafety. Samuel's declining age, and in- 
crealing infirmities, diſqualified him for great 
enterpriſes and martial.purſuits, and the known 
character of his ſons rendered them objects of 
general deteſtation. Thus circumſtanced, they 
implored the protection of a monarch, and to 
juſtify the requeſt, pleaded the example which 
neighbouring nations afforded them. This plea 
was of all others the moſt abſurd ; as when they 
became like other nations, they ceaſed to be 
conſidered as God's choſen and peculiar people, 
and in conſequence of the ſubverſion of his 
wiſe and holy government, they plunged them- 
ſelves into inevitable deſtruction. The tender 
and devout expoſtulations of Samuel to reſtore 
the people to a juſt ſenſe of their duty, by 
awakening in them, the remembrance of the 
obligations they owed to God, and the dire 
effefs of an excluſion from his favour and 
protetion, diſplays his integrity as a judge, 
his phalanthropy as a man, and his holinels as 
a prophet. 


To 


Bo 
To convince the deluded multitude of the 
error of their choice, he pathetically deſcribed 
the frailty of human adminiſtrations, by in- 
forming them, their kings would convert their 
offspring and property to ſerve their on par- 
ticular purpoſes, and reduce them at length to 
a ſtate of abject ſervitude; and alſo warned 
them, that the time would certainly come, 
when they would cry unto the Lord to de- 
ver them from the yoke of *kingly power, 
but would cry in vain; as the decree, when 
paſt, would be irreverſible, and the yoke they 
had put on their own necks ſhould be ſo ri- 
veted, as never to be ſhaken off! The Iſraelites 
vain pretence that the eſtabliſhment of mo- 
narchy would ſecure them from the aſſaults of 
their enemies, and inſure a complete triumph 
over them, would exceed comprehenſion or 
belief, if it were not recorded in holy writ ; 
as this ſinful generation, from their deliverance 
from Egyptian bondage to the preſent period, 
had been preſerved by a chain of miraculous 
events which tended to prove the omnipotence 
of God, not only in the eſtabliſhment of their 
| holy religion, but alſo in the wonderful eſcapes 
he afforded them in times of imminent danger 
and exigent diſtreſs. Thus effectually protected, 
it cannot fail to excite aſtoniſhment, that they 
B 4 - for 
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for whom the Red Sea had retired to effect 
their deliverance and overwhelm their focs, 
ſhould ſeek for refuge in mortal man, to ſub- 
due the Ammonites, or any other nation that 
moleſted them ; yet ſuch was the hardneſs of 
their hearts, and the depravity of their nature, 
their ſignal eſcapes ſeem to have been obli- 
terated from their remembrance, and truſt in 
fature mercies appears not to have been the 
ſubjett of their faith: thus blinded by prejudice, 
and attuated by falſe zeal, they ſtrove to break 
thoſe bonds which were their only ſecurity, 
and. to ſpurn that protection which alone 


could ſhield them from perſonal and national 


Previous to the public eleftion of a monarch 
to rule over Iſrael, Samuel was commanded by 
God, to. anoint a young man of the tribe of 
Benjamin, who was ſent by divine appoint- 
ment to the holy prophet, by whom he was 
privately conſecrated. It is indiſpenſibly ne- 
cellary to expatiate on this. period of the 
hiſtory; as it is replete with. intereſting 
events, and muſt indiſputably be conſidered 
.as the baſis of the regal government of the 
kingdom of Iſrael. The facred writings in- 
form us, that Kiſh the father of Saul had loſt 


ſome 


4 
fome aſſes of peculiar excellence, who ſent 


his ſon accompanied by one of his domeſtics in 


ſearch of them; after a long and fruitleſs in- 


quiry, Saul reſolved to return home, being 
apprehenſive” his father would be alarmed at 
his longer abſence. In the courſe of their 
journey, the ſervant adviſed Saul to conſult 
Samuel the famous prophet who reſided at 
Ramah, from whom he hoped to obtain intel- 
ligence concerning the objects of their ſearch. 
Saul wiſhed to adopt the meaſure propoſed by 
his faithful domeſtic, but ſuggeſted he had no 
gift to preſent to the man of God, which 
cauſed the ſervant to reply, he had the fourth 
part of a ſhekel of filver, which he would 
willingly beſtow on the prophet. This intended 
gift is not to be underſtood as a fee for the intel- 
ligence the travellers hoped to obtain from Sa- 
muel; but rather as a mark of reſpett and vene- 
ration, it having been an eſtabliſhed cuſtom in 
thoſe times, not to approach perſons inveſted 
with power without preſenting a gift or offering. 


As every apparent obſtacle was- removed, 
Saul and his ſervant advanced towards Ramah, 


and in the courſe of their journey thither, 
were informed by ſome damſels, who were 
going to draw water, if they wiſhed to obtain 

an interview with Samuel, they muſt repair to 
| B 5 the 
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the city with all poſſible expedition, as he had 
appointed à general feaſt or ſacrifice on the 
high place; therefore, the moſt probable and 
convenient time for meeting him, was previous 
to the celebration of the feſtival, at which the 
holy prophet was to preſide. Samuel having 
been forewarned by God of Saul's appearance, 
was prepared for his reception, and conſe- 
quently waited his arrival with pleaſing ex- 
pektation. When Saul entered the city of 
Ramah, the firſt perſon he met was Samuel, 
of whom he inquired which was the ſeer's or 
prophet's houſe ? to whom Samuel replied, he 
was the perſon he was in queſt of, and as he 
had a certain preſcience, Saul was the man 
choſen by God to be inveſted with ſupreme 
authority, he invited him to participate of 
the feaſt, and aſſured him he would reveal to 
him his inmoſt thoughts : he alſo relieved him 
from his anxiety concerning the aſles, by de- 
clanng they were found, and concluded the 
information in theſe emphatic words, © On 
whom is all the deſire of Iſrael ? is it not on 
thee, and on all thy father's houſe ?” Saul, 
from the conſciouſneſs of his humble ſtation. 
and circumſcribed lot in life, thought the 
prophet mocked him, therefore with emotion 
replied, * Am I not a Benjamite of the 
Umalleſt of the tribes of Iſracl, and my family 
of 
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of the leaſt of all the families of the tribe of 
Benjamin, and wherefore ſpeakeſt thou ſo to 
me ?” Notwithſtanding this reproof, -Samuel 
gave Saul the higheſt place, and aſſigned him 
the principal meſs at the table; he alfo anointed 
him with oil, kiſſed him, and ſaid, Is it not 
becauſe the Lord hath anointed ' thee to be 
captain over his inheritance *?” 


It may perhaps appear extraordinary, and 
inconſiſtent with the principles of policy and 
unbiaſſed freedom, that Samuel ſhould- anoint 
Saul to be king over Iſrael, as the people 
were left to the free choice of a monareh, by 
the deciſion of a lot. To reconcile this ſeem- 
ing objettion, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that 
this circumſtance evidently proves there could 
be no colluſion on the part of Samuel, as the 
whole tranſaction was directed by God: he 
acted but in conformity to the divine will, and 
as the miniſter of God, had received aſſu- 
rance the elettion would be confirmed. 


| * 


After this, Samuel aſſembled the people at 
Mizpeh, and commanded them to preſent 


* After Saul departed from Samuel, on his return to Gi- 
beah, he was endued with the ſpicit of prophecy. 
B 6 themſelyes 
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themſelves before the Lord by their tribes, 
and by their thouſands, for the election of 
their king by lot. In conſequence of this 
ſummons, when the tribes drew near, the 
tribe of Benjamin was taken, and when their 
families came up, that of Matri was choſen, 
from which Saul the ſon of Kiſh was ſelefted. 
When the choice was declared, the people 
expreſſed their approbation, by exclaiming in 
a general ſhout, © God fave the king!” As 
ſoon as Saul ſtood forth, Samuel addreſſed the 
multitude to this effect: See ye him whom 
the Lord hath choſen, that there is none like 
ham amongſt all the people!” Saul, from his 
ſuperior height being eaſily diſtinguiſhed from 
the reſt of the congregation. 


As Saul, by the appointment of God, and the 
free choice of the people, was conſtituted king 
over Iſrael; ſoon after his acceſhon to the throne 
he gave a remarkable proof of his courage and 
zeal for the welfare of his ſubjefts, by ſum- 
moning them, under a ſevere penalty, to aſſiſt 
him in his reſolution of reſcuing the inhabi- 
tants of Jabeſh-Gilead from the invaſion of 
Nahaſh king of the Ammonites, who would 
-not accept of any capitulation, but on the hard 
condition of their conſenting to have their 
| * right 
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right eyes put out, that he might lay it for a 
reproach upon all Iſrael. When Saul heard 
of this cruel requiſition®, the ſacred writings 
_ expreſs, * The ſpirit of the Lord came upon 
him:” by which is to be underſtood, that he 
was inſpired with reſolution and determined 
bravery, to act conſiſtent with the high dig- 
nity that had recently been conferred on 
him. The effects of this inſpiration were 
manifeſted by the ſucceſs that attended Saul's 
ſpirited. enterpriſe againſt the Ammonites, 
over whom he obtained a complete victory, 
and thereby relieved the people of Jabeſk- 
Gilead from their hoſtile incurſions. In conſe- 
| quence of this important ſucceſs, Saul was 
folemnly confirmed in his regal authority, at 
Gilgal, at Samuel's requeſt, and by the unani- 
mous conſent of the people. 


After the celebration of this ceremony, Sa- 
muel addrefſed the people thus, 
And now behold the king walk- 
eth before you, and J am old and grey-headed, 


1 | 
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Saul was at this time at Gibeah, where he was born 
and dwelt, and to which place he retired after his election, 
living with very little Rate, till this call to relieve part of 
his oppreſſed people and diſplay his authority. | 


and 
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and behold my ſons are with you, and 1 have 
walked before you . from my childhood unto 
this day!” The holy prophet afterwards ap- 
pealed to the elders and people, for a teſti- 
mony of his integrity and righteous admini- 
ſtration, in the following ſublime challenge: 
* Bchold, here am I. witneſs againſt me be- 
fore the Lord, and before his anointed : whoſe 
ox. or whole aſs have I taken? or whom 
have I defrauded? whom have I oppreſſed, 
or of whoſe hands have I received any bribes, 
that I ſhould ſeal up my eyes therewith ? 
and I will reſtore it unto you!” 


As this invocation was the effuſion of inno- 
cence and holy confidence, which beamed 
forth with irradiated luſtre in the life and con- 
verſation of righteous Samuel, the whole aſ- 
ſembly beſtowed on him juſt eulogiums for his 
impartial and judicious execution of juſtice in 
every department of his immaculate admini- 
firation. After having received this deſerved 
tribute to his merit, the holy prophet. expoſtu- 
lated with the people concerning the awful revo- 


lation in their government, and reminded them 
of the unremitted obedience they owed to their 
Creator, and eſpecially for the manifold mer- 
cacs they had received at his hands; he alſo re- 

| proached 
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proached them for deſpairing of divine inter- 
poſition to ſubdue their enemies, by demanding 
a king: which he again aſſured them would 
produce awful tokens of divine diſpleaſure. In 
conſequence of this declaration, and tlie 
holy prophet's prayer, a tremendous ftorm of 
thunder and rain took place, which diffuſed ge- 
neral conſternation throughout the aſſembly, 
and produced evident ſigns of ſincere humi- 
liation : inſomuch, that the congregation be- 
ſought Samuel to. intercede with God, that 
they ſhould not die, for adding a requeſt of a 
king to their former iniquities. The man of 
God, conſiſtent with the benignant qualities 
that graced his character, was moved by their 
contrition; and at the inſtance of their re- 
queſt undertook to be their advocate. at the 
throne, of grace, to avert the divine chaſtiſe- 
ments their tranſgreſſions had incurred. As 
genuine piety ſeeks to cheer the afflicted, and 
diſpel the. gloom of deſperation, Samuel aſſured 
the ſelf- convicted multitude, if they would per- 
ſevere in repentance, and ſerve the Lord faith; 
fully, their offences would be pardoned ; that 
on his own part, he would never ceaſe to pray 
for them, and teach them. the right way : but 
to prevent their relapſing into error and ſu- 
pineneſs, he ſuggeſted, that if they violated 

| the 
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the commands of God they ſhould be con- 
. famed, as well as their king, by the inſtru- 
ments of divine vengeance. 


Every divine prediction in fulneſs of time 
being literally fnlfilled, the injunctions deli. 
vered by Samuel bore the moſt ſpecific weight 
in the affairs of the kingdom of Ifrael; as ac- 
cording to his words, whilſt the people were 
aniform in their obedience the ſtate flou- 
riſhed; but when they degenerated into ido- 
latry, and the negleft of ſacred ordinances, 
the declenſion and ſubverſion of their power 
enſued. 7 


The conduct of Samuel on the awful oc- 
caſion of relinquiſhing his authority as judge 
over the people of Iſrael, is the beſt criterion 
of his moral excellence, and the moſt ſubſtan- 
tial proof his miſſion was from God; as in 
the trying conflict, he betrayed no reſentment 
for the injuries he had fuſtained as an indivi- 
dual, by having the government wreſted from 
his hands ; but with the genuine fpirit of pa- 
triotiſm manifeſted a tender concern for the 
welfare of the community, and afted with the 
wildom of an able ſtateſman; the moderation 
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of a diſintereſted counſellor; and the inflexible 
mtegrity * an 4. e miniſter! 


About two years after this event, Jonathan, 
the ſon of Saul, having deſtroyed 
the garriſon that was in Geba, a 
city belonging to the tribe of Benjamin; the 
Philiſtines to revenge the injury, invaded the 
Iſraelites, or Hebrews country, with ſuch a 
formidable force, the people were ſtruck with 
general conſternation, which induced them to 
take refuge in caves, thickets, rocks, or any 
receſſes that afforded them the proſpett of an 
afylum. This timidity was in part occafioned 
from the defenceleſs ſtate of the Hebrews; as 
the Philiſtines had before totally diſarmed them, 
inſomuch that there were neither ſword nor 
ſpear to be found amongſt the people; Saul 


and Jonathan being the only perſons accoutred 
with theſe weapons of defence. = 


B. C. 1093. 


Saul, in this ane eee 
ſent immediate tidings of the invaſion to Sa- 
muel, and earneſtly implored his counſel and 
aſſiſtance. The holy prophet ſent no other 
reply to Saul, than an injunction to wait for 
him ſeven days; with the affurance at the ex- 
piration of that period, he would come to him, 

that 


* 
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that they might offer ſacrifices as the means of 
averting the impending dangers that threatened 
the ſecurity of the flate. Saul, with the impa- 
tience exigent. circumſtances -uſually excite, 
waited the arrival of Samuel with anxious ex- 
peftation ; but, in conſequence of the pro- 
.phet's not arriving at the preciſe period Saul 
had computed for his appearance, with a de- 
gree of raſh preſumption, he would no longer 
delay offering ſacriſices; therefore commanded 
burnt and peace-offerings to be brought to him, 
which he ſacrificed, contrary to the; principles 
of his religion, and the expreſs commands of 
God. At the concluſion of the ſolemnity, Sa- 
muel arrived, and when he greeted Saul, thus 
exclaimed : * What haſt thou done? The 
culprit, with the evaſions guilt naturally pro- 
duces, alleged in extenuation of his crime, 
that as he perceived the people were ſcattered 
from him, and the prophet did not arrive at 
the expetied time, the dread of the Philiſtines 
incurſons had tempted him to preſent a burnt- 
offering to the Lord. Inſpired with juſt indig- 
nation, Samuel replied, * Thou haſt done foo- 
lifhly ; thou haſt not kept the commandments 
of the Lord thy God, which he - commanded 
thee; for now would the Lord have eſtabliſhed 
thy kingdom for ever: but now thy kingdom 
{hall 
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ſhall not continue. The Lord hath ſought 
him a man after his own heart, and the Lord 
hath commanded him to be captain over his 
people, becauſe thou haſt not kept that whicb 
the Lord commanded thee !” 


This fatal effect of Saul's preſumption. was 
the prelude to his future misfortunes; as it 
was an actual breach of the divine command, 
and an open violation of the conditions which 
ſuſtained his authority and kingdom. The Su- 
preme Being, in his diſpenſations to-mankind, 
holds forth a covenant, which requires certain 
. conditions to be performed, in order to obtain 
temporal advantages, and ſecure his favour 
and eternal reward: therefore, in proportion 
to the violation or obſervance of theſe re- 


ſpective tokens of obedience, ſucceſs or de- 
feat enſues. 


After Samuel had expreſſed his diſapproba- 
tion of Saul's conduct, he returned to Ramah; 
and Saul and Jonathan repaired with ſome of 
their forces to oppoſe the Philiſtines incur- 
ſions; which, from their own defenceleſs ſtate, 
they could not effect, the Philiſtines being too 
ſucceſsful. Saul, Jonathan his ſon, and Ahi- 
ah the high prick, had the mortification to 

behold 
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behold this calamity, without being able for 
fome time to repel the mercileſs invaders. Jo- 
nathan being in the prime of youth, and of a 
fangume diſpoſition, ſoon reſolved to exert him- 
felf for the preſervation of his country, and the 
recovery of its loſt poſſeſſions: accordingly, he 
mformed his armour-bearer of his heroic inten- 
tion, who approved the plan, and offered to par- 
ticipate in the ſucceſs or defeat attendant on the 
enterpriſe. The Philiſtines were encamped ina 
fituation very difficult of acceſs; however, Jo- 
nathan and his colleague reſolved to enter the 
camp by ſtratagem; which they at length ef. 
fefted, and by that means threw the enemy's 
army into ſuch confuſion and terror, that ſome 
forſook their arms, others endeavoured to ſe- 
cure their hves by flight, and the remaining part 
proved their own executioners ; as in the ſcene 
of general confuſion they could not diftinguqh 
friends from foes, the army being compoſed 
of perſons of different nations. 


When Sail perceived Jomatharr and his ar- 
mour-bearer were abſent from the troops, he 
ordered Ahiah, the high prieſt, to bring the 
ark of God before him, to inquire how he was 
w att; but, with a degree of impious arro- 
gance, when he diſcovered the commotion 
the 
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the Philiftine camp, he peremptorily ordered 
the prieſt to withdraw his hand; implying by 
that command, his proſpett of ſucceſs rendered 
it unneceſſary to implore the further aid of 
divine direction. As a farther proof of this 
monarch's evil tura of mind, when he per- 
ceived the advantage unexpettedly obtained 
over his enemies, he ſullied this token of 
ſucceſs by the cruel injunftion, © Curſed be 
the man that eateth any food till evening, 
that I may be avenged on mine enemies!” 
This raſh proclamation had nearly proved the 
means of embittering Saul's conqueſt; as Jo- 
nathan, ignorant of the injunction, had eaten 
ſame honey, being ſorely preſſed by hunger, 
and nearly exhauſted by fatigue ; which ren- 
dered him obnoxious to the puniſhment his 
father had raſhly menaced, who would have 
put the cruel ſentence in force, had not the 
people interpoſed, and reſcued Jonathan from 
his undeſerved reſentment. After the retreat 
of the Philiſtine army, Saul encountered his 
enemies on all ſides, and, in ſucceeding years, 
ſubdued the Moabites, Ammonites, and Edom- 
tes, as well as the Philiſtines: he collected a 
force alſo, and fmote the Amalekites. 


The 
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The freſh provocations offered by the latter, 
and the cruel depredations th 

22 had formerly committed upon i 
rael, appear to have given occaſion to the order 
for their utter extirpation, contained in this 
folemn injunftion, delivered by Samuel to 
Saul. The Lord ſent me to anoint thee 
king over Iſrael, now therefore, hearken 
thou unto the words of the voice of the Lord; 
I remember that which Amalek did to Iſrael, 
how he laid wait for him when he came up 
from Egypt. Now, go and ſmite Amalek, and 
utterly deſtroy all that they have, and ſpare 
them not; but ſlay both man and woman, in- 
fant and ſuckling, ox and ſheep, camel and 
aſſes.” 


Saul executed this commiſſion in an imper- 
fet manner; he deſtroyed, indeed, all the 
people with the edge of the ſword, but ſpared 
the life of Agag, the king of the Amalekites : 


he alſo partially put the commands in force 


duct was weak as well as wicked; an endea- 
vour to deceive the Almighty by a falſe ſhew 
of obedience and partial obſervance of his 
commands, muſt excite divine wrath in a more 


than 
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than common degree; as coming under the 
claſs of thoſe offences, which are. preſumptu- 
ous, and committed with a clear conviction of 
guilt. With a degree of duplicity, that is 
ſcarcely credible, Saul greeted Samuel with 


the ſolemn but falſe allegation ; © Bleſſed be 


thou of the Lord; I have performed the com- 
mandment of the Lord!“ The holy prophet, 
by the grace his divine 1aiſſon afforded, was 
fully ſenſible of Saul's complicated guilt, there- 


fore thus arraigned him: © What meaneth 
then this bleating of the ſheep in mine 


and the lowing of oxen which I hear?” As 


the teſtimony of facts is indiſputable, Saul 
was under the neceſſity of having recourſe to 
thoſe evaſive prevarications, which ſerve no 
other purpoſe than to increaſe the magnitude of 
a culprit's offence : therefore alleged, that the 


ſheep and oxen were preſerved by the people, 
for the pious purpoſe of facrificing to the Lord. 


Saul, by this aſſertion, hoped to obtain praiſe 
rather than reproach ; but was diſappointed in 
his expectations by the ſevere rebuke he re- 
ceived from Samuel for flying on the ſpoil : 
which produced a reiteration of the falſe evi- 
dence before recited, and gave occaſion for 
this efficacious retort from the holy prophet, 
« Behold, to obey is better than ſacrifice, and 
F to 
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to hearken than the fat of rams!“ As a con. 
firmation that Saul's diſobedience would be 
viſited by a heavy judgment, the holy man of 
God afſured him, that becauſe he had re- 


jelted the word of the Lord, ann 
bim from being king!“ 


This deciſtve denunciation could not fail of 
rendering Saul duly ſenſible of the weight of 
his tranſgreſſions, which at length induced 
bim to acknowledge hat he had ſinned: and, 
as the means of extenuating his offence, 
urged that the fear of the people, and con- 
formity to their will, had cauſed him to devi- 
ate from the line of duty: he, therefore, be- 
fought Samuel to intercede with God on his 
The prophet refuſed to comply with his re- 
queſt, and made an effort to depart, but Saul 
being eager to detain hum, caught hold of his 
mantle, which in the conteſt was rent, and 
gave occaſion for Samuel to remark thus to 
him: * The Lord hath rent the kingdom of 
Ifraecl this day from thee, and hath given it to 
a neighbour of thine, that is better than thou: 
and alſo the ſtrength of Iſrael will not lie or 
repent; n 
repent! 


Saul 
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Saul perceiviag by this declaration that his 
doom was inevitable, with contrition and zeat 
repeated his requeſt, that Samuel would join 
him in preſenting. ſacrifices to the Lord: 
which the holy prophet refuſed, and departed 
to execute judgment on Agag, king of the 
Amalekites, whom he ordered to be brought 
into his preſence; when he informed him, 
that as many Hebrew women had been ren- 
dered childleſs by his ſword, juftice required 
his mother ſhould be included in the number 
of the childleſs: he, therefore, commanded 


bim to be immediately flain before the altar 
of the Lord at Gilgal. 


| Saul's rejeftion was an aſſlictive circum- 
ſtance to Samuel; as evidently appears from 


the exceſs of his grief, and the earnef} ſuppli- 
cations he offered at the throne of grach for 
the royal delinquent's reſtoration to divine fa- 
vour. And the facred hiſtorian informs us, 
he cried unto the Lord all night on the be- 
half of Saul:” for which he was re- 
proved. by the Almighty, and. commanded to 
ceaſe his lamentations. He was alſo diretted 
to fill his hora with oil, and repair to 
Jeſſe, the Bethlehemite, amongſt whoſe fons | 
God declared he had , provided. bimſelf a: 
Vor. I. C king 
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Mag to reign over Ifrael. Samuel, from his 
adherence to Saul's intereſt, manifeſted his re- 
luttance to proceed on this buſineſs, by ſug. 
gelting the danger of Saul's reſentment ; but 
as divine interpoſition can effeQually ſurmount 
all obſtacles, and impart holy confidence, God 
removed Samuel's apprehenſions, by command- 
ing him to take an heifer, and declare the in- 
tent of his journey was to offer ſacrifice. This 
precaution under the effetual influence of di. 
vine direction, enabled Samuel to fulfil the 
"extent of his commiſſion; he repaired to 
Bethlehem, where he offered ſacrifices, of 
which he invited Jeſſe and his ſons to par- 
ticipate, and after the celebration of the a- 
ered feſtival, anointed David in the midſt of 
"His brethren, and immediately returned to Ra- 
- mah, the place of his abode. 


After David's conſecration, which happened 
| | when hewas about twenty years of 
—— age, aneminent portion of the ſpirit 
of the Lord was given to him, which inſpired him 
withideas ſuperior to the humble lot of a ſhepherd, 
and implanted thoſe aſpiring and brilliant quali- 
ties, whichgrace the ſphere of royalty he was deſ- 
tined to move in. As the natural effekt of the 
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God Adgattsl from Saul, an and art eeir ffirit 
took poſſeſſion of him; by which we are to 
underſtand, when Saul, by his ill condułt, ali- 
enated himſelf from the protection and favour 
of God, the qualities which had been diſpenſed 
to render him fit to goverd rue, degenerated 
into mefancholy, jealouſy, "and every. other af. 
fection and . _ coc AN 
baſe the mind. | [6 Hand 


} 63 art 


Thief Ute or Sie fri, 
the: King 6f Tirael © as, in order to diſpel that 
perturbation G- irt which che afflicted mo- 
narch laboured under, his attendants adviſell 

| | Him to ſeek a petfon ſkilled in playing on the 

; harp, that When his mind was agitated, he 

might find relief from the ſoothing powers of 

muſic. In conſequence of theſe ſuggeſtions, 
Saul gave orders'for a perſon: duly qualified to 

be ſought, and as David was repreſented fuitef 
to the purpoſe, he diſpatched meſſengen to 
Jeſſe, his father, to "requeſt he might be ſent 
to him. "The young mepherd, byhis courteous 
behaviour and harmonic Hilf, ſoon gained che 
alſeftion of Saul; as hen he played upon tlie 
Karp the lung $ nelanbi6ly war telievel, whith 
- * ide LogegT) 6 145225 tin 


kKE 3 
ed Saul to make. bim his armour-bearer, 
W = 
| The faced biforian dons. not: dein the 
exaſt period. of David's reſidence with Saul; 
though he politivaly-afſerts, be had returned to 
feed his father's ſheep before the commence- 
ment of- the next Philiſtine war: which evi- 
dently appears from his being ſent by Jeſle to 
his three brothers, then in the camp Saul had 
formed againſt his Philiſtine enemies, to- in- 
quire concerning their welfare, ſupply. them 
with proviſions, and preſent a gift to the chief 
officer. David opportunely arrived when the 
two armies were on the point of engaging in 
battle, and previous to the encounter ſaw Go- 
Lak, the formidable giant, who headed the 
Philiſtine forces, with inſolent taunts defying 
the Iſraclites, and challenging any one of them 
to fight him in ſingle combat, that the national 
diſputes might be decided by the event of the 
bande. This formidable foe was near twelve feet 
High, and his coat of mail and ſpear were pro- 
portionably ponderous, which rendered his ap- 
.perance cruly terrific. bb 
and tremendous accoutrements, had not cou- 
tage to accept his repeated challenges, Saul as 


well 
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well a3 his troops being greatly diſmayed; but 
as an incitement to-public-ſpitit, the: king jiro- 
miſed to beſtow on any one who would van- 
quiſh che giant, 2 preſent. of grea- riches, ind 
his own daughter in marriage. nde |; 
dom of his father's" | Le | 


2 34; 


Dadid being fired wit in a 
cated with holy confidence, intimated his de- 
fire to encounter the” formidable Philiſtine. 
Eliab. David's elder brother, when be per- 
ceived” thi' alyvhtatods yourli's falicimade, W. 
proved him for the raſhnefs of his undertaking, 
TP Oe ee 
of ſucceſs, and reproached him for negleR- 
rer {anymore e 
Fee ind We ton, quiet 


lice, Davit's zeat was not. extinguiſhed by his 

brother's cruel retort; he, therefore. 

bis inquirirs concerning "the emolument "ap 

was to be beſtowed” on. the valiant conqueror 

that would ſabdue the giant, and expreſſed bus 

D 
0 3 
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Saul being informed of this remarkable in- 
ſtance of brayery, commanded the gallant youth 


fanding he deemed che bero inadequate to 
rd with a modeſt conſi- 


nods flain a lion and a bear, which had ſeized 
part of his flock; he, therefore, expreſſed his 
truſt, the Lord would, alſo deliver him out of 
the- hand of the Philiſnine. Saul being invi- 
gorated by the ſtrength of this argument, gave 
his conſent to the apparent unequal combat, 
and equipped David with a ſuit of his own ar- 
mour, which the young hero found an impedi- 
ment to his agility, therefore choſe to under- 

take 
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take the important. enterpriſe in hig ſhepherds 


garb, with no other weapon of defence than... 
five ſmooth ſtones in his wallet. Thus accou- 


tred, with. his Raff in one hand, and his, ling 
in the other, David undauntediy approached 
his gigantic antagoniſt. Goliah, when he be. 
held. his diminutive. adverſary, mocked him 
with inſolent contempt, and menaced his utter 
deftruftign, - David. inſpired. by hoh can: 
dence, aſſured Goliah he came to. him, in the. 
name of the. Lard of. hoſts, conſequently, rer. 
quired neither ſword nor ſpear; as omnipatent. 
power. could. vanquiſh thoſe; who defied; it, hy- 
other means, he. therefore advanced to this. ter- 
rific Philiſtine, and preſently lung 2 Kane. 


which ſmote the, giant in his forehead. and le- 
velled him with the ground. In this defence-. 


leſs ſtate David drew Goliah's ſword, and ſe· : 

vered his head. from his body; and having pre- 

ſented it to Saul, afterwards carried ĩt 40, Jeru- 

ſalem, and, as a trophy of triumph. put the 

giant's armour in his own tent. The con- 3 
ſequence of this goal. victory was no leſs, l 
than the defeat of the whole Philiſtine ; army, 

which was ſtruck with a ſecret terror, and the. 

poſſeſſion of their camp, baggage, and ped 

eſſects. Thus i is holy confidence upp de rted, im- 
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piety debaſed, and the. omnipotence” of Gg 
r e s nett | 


— in ot te 
Saul faw- David preparing to engage Goliah 
in battle, he inquired of Abner,. whoſe ſon he 
was? This appears to have been an interpo- 
lation, but in order to reconcile the ſeeming 
inconſiſtency, though David had been previ- 
oully employed in Saul's ſervice, it is not im- 
probable, after an abſence of any length of time, 
and which muſt have been near two years, he 
ſhould have eſcaped the king's remembrance, 
eſpecially as the ſhepherds garb, differed very 
eflſentially from the military dreſs Saul was ac- 
cuſtomed to fee David attired in, when one of 
has guards. x 


David acquired the greateſt honour from 
this laſt gallant exploit, and was appointed 
to a chief command of Saul's military con- 
| cerns. The friendſhip David formed with 
Jonathan, the king's eldeſt ſon, was not 
the leaſt advantage he obtained by his glo- 
nous victory over the Philiſtine, as the at- 
tckhment was 'of that peculiar kind, to con- 
tinue unabated in the various conflicts theſe 
two faithful friends experienced. David's 

proſperity 
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proſperity appeared et this 21a; to have been 
fixed on a permanent: baſis; as he was: highly 
favoured” by Saul, who. reſolved, agreeable 
to his promiſe,” to give him his eldeſt daughter, 
Merab, in marriage, when he had obtained 
ſome farther proofs of David's {kill and cou- 
rage. This fair proſpett appears to have been 
ſoon clouded by the effefts of incurable jea- 
loufy that took poſſeſſion of Saul, which was 
8 = —— 8 b 
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As the Philiſtines before their defeat were en- 
camped in the territories of the tribe of Judah, 
in the vicinity of Jeruſalern, ſo Saul appears to 
have continued ſome time there after the diſ- 
perſon of their army, and where David conſe- 
quently firfl received the marks of royal fa- 
vour and popular applauſe. Unfortunately, as 
Saul was returning from this ſcene of triumph 
to his own city, accompanied by David, in 
che courſe of their journey, the women came 
out as they paſſed through the cities of Iſrael 
to greet the king, with ſinging and dancing, 
and in the chorus's they alternately pro- 
claimed, Saul had flain his thouſands;” 
whilſt the others replied, TNF Bhat" ihe 
his ten ouſands f., £02. 20 


in ak 4 
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-of the aſcribed merit, excited Saul's inextin- 
guailkable reſentment, and was indiſputably the 
foundation of that malicious 2 he ever 
.manifeſted toward David. 


The proofs of this 3 were 
evinced the day ſucceeding the demonſtrations 
of applauſe, which David had received from 
the women; as whilſt he was employed in 
playing on the harp to relieve Saul's melan- 
choly, he twice ſtrove to deſtroy him by throw- 


kya hat Nd his ſecond 
daughter, 


WTF, 
daughter, was tenderly wcked to Nayid, pro- 


miſed to give her to him in marriage, on 
the condition of his deſtroying one hundred of 


the Philiſtines. David, with- his uſual. intre- 


pidity, entered into the combat wathqut. ſuſ⸗ 
pefting the ſnare; but with his accuſtamed va: 
lour delivered double the number of . re- 
quired at his hands. 


JJ 
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As Saul's alien views were fruſtrated by 


David's glorious victory, he could. *. 063. 
not evade giving him Michal, his, 
daughter, to wife; whom, no doubt, he be- 
flowed reluftantly on the object of his dread 
and deteſtation, Soon after this event, the 
Philiſtines renewed their hoſtilities againſt the 
Iſraelites, which, afforded David the opportu- 


nity of again diſtinguiſhing himſelf n 
ordinary ſkill and courage. 


429 
- 
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The criterion of | Jonathan's attachment, to 
| David, appears to have received its ſirſt proof, 
from Saul's intimation of his intent of deſlroy- 
ing David; as he revsaled his father's mel reſo- 
lation to his perſecuted heroic. friend, and thus 
enabled him tq provide for his future faſety. 
Jonathan carefully ſought to effect a recongi- 
liation alſo, by pleading David's.meritst the in- 
| FORE C6 ; cenſed 
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denſed monarch ; which wrought ſo effectually 
upon Saul, he exclaimed, © As the Lord liv- 
eth, David ſhall not be ſlain!” In confidence 
of this aſſurance, David returned to court; 
but as envy is a diſeaſe liable to frequent re- 
lapſes, the complete conqueſt David had ob- 
mined over the Philiſtines, renewed Saul's 
jealouly and enmity; inſomuch, that he 
again attempted to deſtroy the valiant youth, 
by caſting a javelin at him, which providenti- 
ally miſſed its aim, and firuck in the wall. Da- 
vid after this eſcape, took refuge in his own 
houſe, where alſo Saul's reſentment purſued 
him; for he was quickly ſurrounded by guards, 
who were commiſſioned to flay him. Michal, 
David's wife, informed him of the impend- 
ing danger, and aſſiſted him in making his 
eſcape, by deſcending from a window: after 
whach he fled to the prophet Samuel, at Ra- 
mah, and Michal evaded an immediate ſearch 


aker ham, by the ngen of feigning him to 
be fk ot home. | 


As the means of avoiding the malevolent 
monarch's reſentment, the holy man of God 
and David removed from the city to a plea- 
fant retired ſituation, appropriated for the ha- 
butation of the prophets. Saul, when he had 

| gained 
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gained information of David s retreat, Af. 
patched ſome of his janizaries to ſeize him; 
who, when they beheld the aſſembly of pro- 


phets, were inſpired alſo, and began to pro- 
pheſy. The ill ſucceſs of this embaſſy, induced . 


Saul to ſend other meſſengers a ſecond and 
third time, who alſo experienced the diffuſion 
of grace by the ſpirit of prophecy being dif- 
penſed to them, and fo loſt both the diſpoſition 
and power to apprehend David. Saul, being 
enraged at the fruſtration of his ſchemes, came 
in perſon to ſeize the object of his malicious 
purſuit, but was alſo himſelf inſpired, and 
thus converted from the meditation of mur- 


der. The effeft of this inſpiration cauſed | 


Saul to ſtrip himſelf, or caſt off his mili- 
tary habit, and royal veſtments, and thereby 
became a difarmed man, and” conſequently 
figuratively naked; and thus be prophefied the 
day and re Nr | 


Saul being now deſtitute of means of, de- 
fence, afforded Samuel and David the oppor- 
tunity of proving they were ſuperior to 
taking any. ungenerous advantage of his de- 
tenceleſs ſtate; David hereby alſo fled, and 
obtained an interview with his faithful friend 
Jonathan, with whom he — on his 


father 
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father's cruelty. The circumſtances of this 
meeting were truly affecting, and Jonathan, 
at David's requeſt, undertook to penetrate into 
Saul's ſentiments, and to notify their tendency 
by a fignal the friends mutually agreed on, 
The day ſucceeding this engagement, be- 
ing the feſtival of new moon, Jonathan and 
Abner accompanied the king at table, where 
alſo David was to have fat, as being the 
king's ſon-in-law. - Saul did not notice his 
abſence the firſt day, but finding his place 
vacant on the ſecond day of the feſtival, in- 
quired of Jonathan the caufe, who alleged as 
the means of excuſe, that he had given David 
leave to go to Bethlehem his native city, to 
perform ſacrifices. This reaſonable plea, fo far 
from affording Saul ſatisfaction, excited his 
diſpleaſure, which broke forth in cruel invec- 
tives on Jonathan, whom be charged with 
having entered into a conſpiracy with David, 
whoſe deſtruttion he till menaced. 


As the attachment between Jonathan and 
David was the effet of congenial greatneſs of 
foul, their friendſhip was uncorrupted by envy, 
intereſt, or any other ſordid motives ; there- 
fore Jonathan pleaded on David's behalf with 
the zeal that genuine friendſhip ever exhibits. 

By 


YR 


By thus aſſerting David's innocence,, Jonathan 
endangered his own ſafety, as Saul, in a tranſ- 
port of rage, endeavoured to pierce his heart 
with a dagger; which cauſed Jonathan to retire 
precipitately from his father's preſence, and 
haſten to David, to whom he evinced the 
fatal tidings of Saul's enmity, by the token 
previouſly ſpecified. In the courſe of this in- 
terview, the two friends renewed their cove- 
nant of friendſhip, by the. moſt ſolemn ratifica- 
tion; and. when they ſeparated, Jonathan re- 
paired, to the; city, and David remained an 


exile. 


David afterwards. fled for refuge to Ahi- 
melech, the high-prieſt; at Nob, 
who expreſſed his ſurpriſe, t that he on 2 
came unattended; David being willing 10 
bows, he came thither to avoid the effects of 
. Saul's diſpleaſure, pretended he was employed 
on a: ſecret embaſſy, and requeſted Ab- 
melech to afford him proviſions and wen- 
pons of defence, an his. departure was ſo 
precipitate he was pot properly- equipped 
for his | expedition. Ahimelech having no 
other bread, than that which was on the 
table of the Lord, took the- ſhew-bread, and 
gave to David; and having no other weapon 


[ 3 

than Goliah's Nrord, which had been dedicated 
to the Lord, preſented him with that alſo. 
Thus accoutred. David retired to Gath, where 
Achiſh kept his court : unfortunately” for our 
hero, he was known by ſome of the ſervants of 
that prince, who repreſented: him'as a ſeditious 
perſon, and as one who required to be cloſely 
watched ; thus circumſtanced, David had 18. 
courſe to the expedient of feigning himſelf 
mad, which ſucceeded fo effeftually, 'Achiſh 
commanded him to be taken out of his fight, 
as he was — aotchtc/i5cs ad 
he manifeſted. 


| Aſter this extraordinary eſcape, David took 
refuge in the cave of Adullam in the tribe of 
Judah, where he was joined by many of his 
kindred and friends, amongſt whom were 
Abiathar the high-prieſt, Abiſhai and Benaiah, 
belides ſeveral principal commanders of the 
wibe of Gad. who commanded a band of no 
inconfiderable ſtrength: David alſo Toon after 
received a reinforcement from the tribes of 
Benjamin and Judah, headed by Amaſa, which 
increaſed his little army to the number of ſix 
hundred perſons. The firſt advantage David 
took of this defence, was to implore the king 
„ parents,” till his 


fate 
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fate was decided. When the valiant fügi- 
tive had thus teſtified his filial affection; by 
the advice-gf the prophet Gad, he removed 


from the cave of Adullam to the foreſt of 
Hareth. 3 


| Soon after David's arrival thither, Saul diſ- 


covered his ſeveral retreats; upon” which be - 


charged Jonathan with being an a ce in 
his guilt, and reproached his fervants for not 
revealing the machinations of his ſuppoſed 
treachery, As Jonathan's conduRt was unim- 


peachable, this allegation produced no evidence 


in his disfavour; but unfortunately one of Saul 
attendants, who had been preſent at David's 
interview with Ahimelech, revealed the various 
circumſtances to his = een. 1 


— 


As Doeg's evidence concerning David. con- 


firmed Saul's ſuſpicions, he ſought to ſatiate E 
his revenge, and ſummoned Ahimelech and | 


the prieſts who reſided at Nob to appear be- 
fore him; when they came into his pre- 
ſence, he reproached Ahimelech for having 


conſpired with David, by inquiring of the 
oracle on his behalf, and ſupplying him with 


proviſions, and weapons of defence. 


Ahimelech, 
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Ahimelech, with the courage conſcions inno- 
cence affords, did not deny the aſſiſtance he 
had granted David; but alleged he performed 
the ſervice, becauſe he thought his faithful 


ſervices, and the affinity he bore to the king, 
entitled him to ſuch reſpeRt. 


. Minnie geen of Ahimelech's innocence 
did not mollify the cruel monarch'sreſentment; 
for be inhumanly ordered, that Alimelech 
and the whole ſacerdotal. fraternity ſhould be 
put to death: and, accordingly, commanded his 
guards to ſlay the prieſts, who were eighty-five 
in number. This cruel injunftion being an 
ious violation of the Maſaic, diſpenſation, 
Iſraelites preſent refuſed. to perpetrate 
the horrid deed; but Doeg, who was an 
Edomite, executed the execrable fact, and 
wich relentleſs barbarity deſtroyed all the 
other inhabitants, even children and ſucklings, 
and all the cattle, in the city of Nob. Abia- 
thar the ſon of Ahimelech alone eſcaped his 
carnage, who fled to David with the ſacred 
oracle, which deprived Saul of its future 
counſels, 


Soon 
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Soon after this cruel maſſacre, the Philiſtines 
beſieged Keilah; in conſequence 
of Which Did conſulted the * 290%. 
oracle, and from the favourable tendency of 
the reply he received, reſolved to oppoſe the 
Philiſtine incurſions ; his vigorous exer- 
tions were crowned with ſucceſs, he routed 
their army, and ſeized their Property a as lawful. 
ſpoil. 


When Saul was informed of this 1 3 | 


conqueſt, and Dayid's conſequent. reſidence at 
Keilah, be gave f immediate order to |beliege 
that city, with rift. _injuptions not to quit 


it till David was taken captive ; which cauſed. 


David to flee to the wilderneſs of Ziph. - 


p 13 ns Go his father i in the 


purſuit of David, haying gained intelligence 
of his friend s retreat, he privately obtained an 
interview with him, and. with exemplary mag- 
nanimity exhorted him to cheriſh hope, by 
emphatically preſaging his future government 
over the kingdom of Iſrael. There cannot 
poſſibly be a more convincing proof of Jona- 
than's inflexible attachment to. David, than 
the noble and diſintereſted aſſurance he gave 
of David's future advance to the government 

of 
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of thoſe dominions, which from birth, and 
every other reaſonable pretence, he had juſt 


reaſon to expeft would fall to his own lot; 
but friendſhip like his, was ſuperior to the 
difiates of intereſt, or the ſaggeſtions of envy, 
Which evidently appears, as the generous 
prince cloſed the prophetic aſſurances with 


From the baſe idea of ſecuring Saure fa- 
our, the Ziphites betrayed David, and'pro- 
miſed to deliver him up on certain conditions; 
which occaſioned the perſecuted hero to ſecrete 
himſelf in a large rock in the” deſerts of 
Maon * thither alſo Saul's troops cloſely pur- 
ſued him, from whoſe eager ſearch David was 
relieved, by Saul receiving information the 
Philiftines had again invaded his land, which 
induced him to give up the purſuit of David, 
by employing his forces againſt the in- 
When Saul had driven the Philiſtines from 
his dominions, he renewed his 
SG ſearch after David, who had fled 
to the wilderneſs of Engedi. In the progreſs 
of his journey, Saul retired unattended into the 
very 


rai 


very cave where David and his adherents 
were concealed ; one of whom recolle&- 


ing Saul, adviſed David to avail himſelf of 


the opportunity of deſtroying ſuch a formidable 


foe: but David ſcorned to take what appeared 
to him an ungenerous advantage, * 
5 cut off a piece of Saul's * 


1 Saul's departure from the cave, David 
followed him, and, in a pathetic ſpeech, urged 
his i innocence and fidelity, in token of which, 
he produced the piece of his garment, to prove 
to the deluded monarch his life had been in 
the power of him. whole allegiance he ſuſpefted. 
As it. is natural to be overcome with unme- 
rited kindneſſes, Saul wept, and acknowledged 
he had unjuſtly requited David's ſervices ; and 
after having expreſſed full conviftion of his 
innocence, and admiration of his generoſity, 
declared his belief, that the Almighty had 
choſen David to rule over Iſrael; and con- 
jured him when that event ſhould take place, 
not to exfirpate his race. To the per- 
formance of which inj junftion, David bound 
himſelf by y 2 9 75 cali after which Saul 
„ eee 
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Soon after this event, the prophet Samuel 
died at Ramah his native cit 

. C. 1060. Y, 

; where he was interred with 

great pomp; an evident token of the people's 

veneration for his holy character, and upright 


During David's retreat in the wilderneſs, 
he had encamped near the poſſeſſions of Nabal, 
who poſſeſſed numerous flocks in Carmel. 
As David's troops had ſerved rather to defend 
than moleſt Nabal, he thought himſelf juſtified 
in requeſting him to diſpenſe ſome proviſions 
for the ſupport of his little band; which Nabal 
not only churliſhly refuſed, but branded David 
with the diſgraceful epithets of traitor and 
fugitive, with other opprobrious inveRtives, 
which are the natural reſult of a low and de- 
praved mind. 


When David was informed of this inſult, he 
headed four hundred of his troops, and pro- 
ceeded towards Nabal's habitation ; but on his 
journey thither, was met by Abigail, Nabal's 
wife, who being a woman of intrepid ſpirit 
and conſummate prudence, reſolved to avert 


the .conſequences of David's reſentment, by 


preſenting to him the proviſions be had requeſted, 
without 


4 

veithout the conſent or knowledge of her hu. 
band, whom ſhe repreſented as unworthy of 
David's notice. As Abigail was both beautiful in 
her perſon, and engaging in her manners, when 
ſhe proſtrated herſelf before David, ſhe found fa- 
vour in his eyes; he therefore notonlyrelinquiſh- 
ed the hoſtile intentions he had meditated againſt 
her huſband, but aſſured her he conſidered 
her as inſpired by God to prevent the eſſects 
of his wrath, which would otherwiſe have 
been manifeſted by the extirpation of her 
family. 


Abigail, having effeQtually ſubdued David's 
reſentment, returned to her huſband, who 
was ſo affected with the recital of the immi- 
nent danger he had efcaped, that he fick- 
ened, and died at the expiration of ten days. 
At a proper and decent time after which, Abi- 
gail became David's wife. Abigail and Na- 
bal's fate affords an inſtruftive leſſon of the 


good conſequences of a courteous diſpoſition, 


and the fatal effects of a churliſh untoward turn 
of mind: both reſpectively receiving even in 
this temporary ſtate, the juſt retribution of pu- 
niſhment « or reward! 
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Aſter this, David departed from the wil- 
derneſs, and took ſhelter in the hill Hachi- 
lah, whither Saul, by the information of the 
treacherous Tiphites, purſued him. The un- 
daunted hero ſo far from being intimidated, 
aroſe in the night, and went to the enemy'scamp, 
attended only by Abiſhai, one of his ſiſter's 
ſons, the brother of Joab, where they gained 
an eaſy admittance into the royal tent, as both 
Saul and his guards were abſorbed in ſleep. Da- 
vid, with his uſual magnanimity, made no other 
uſe of this advantage than to take a pitcher 
of water and a fpear, which were to ſerve as 
tokens of the identity of the fat; after which 
he left the camp, and from an eminence ſarcaſ- 
tically inquired of Abner, whether the king's 
general and guardian of his ſafety increaſed 
his reputation by ſleeping, when the utmoſt 
whether ſuch an offence was not worthy of 
death, and produced the ſpear and pitcher as 
a proof of Abner's negligence, and his own 
allegiance. 


Saul the voice of David, per- 
ceived he had been a ſecond time in his 
power ; therefore, publicly gave him thanks 
for fparing his life, and entreated him to re- 

turn 
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turn home, as every degree of enmity and hoſ- 
tilities ſhould ceaſe. David  joyfully heard 
theſe propoſals, and after having returned the 
ſpear and. pitcher, repaired with his adherents 
to Achiſh, king of Gath, whoſe protection he 
ſought; as he ſtill entertained doubts of the 
ſincerity of Saul's profeſſions. Achiſh not 
only gave David a cordial reception, but at 
his requeſt, granted Ziklag to him, and his 
poſterity ; who, during his reſidence in his 
newly acquired poſſeſſions, mvaded the Ge- 
ſhurites, Gizrites, and the Amalekites, many 
of whom he put to che fword, and ſeized 
their cattle and treaſures, by which ey was. 
greatly enriched. 1 
Nearly at this period, " Pkilitines' retom- 
B.C 1036. menced hoſtilities againſt the He- 
brews; and Saul perceiving the 
good diſcipline and ſuperior number of his ad- 
verſaries forces, was apprehenſive the event of 
the battle would prove fatal to his intereſt. 
The ſituation of Saul at this period eminently 
excites compaſſion ; for there can be no eir- 
cumſtance ſo affliflive as being excluded from 
divine favour and protection; when that ſup- 
port fails, where can mortal man ſeek refuge ? 
In this dilemma, the hiſtory repreſents Saul, 


Vol. I. D rejected 


LJ 
rejefied by God, and deprived of the counſels 
of the oracle: thus deſtitute of. prophetic ſug- 
 geftions, Saul impiouſly had recourſe to a per 
fon reputed to have a familiar ſpirit, to gain 
information reſpeRting the event of the battle. 


As the communication with necromancers 
was exprelaly forbidden by the laws of God, 
Saul in conformity to this injunction, or pro- 
bably by the advice of Samuel, had, during 
his reign, cauſed all pretenders to. magical art 
in his dominions to be put to death, which 
obliged him to have recourſe to a profeſſor 
of that diabolical ſkill, who reſided at Endor: 
to whom he repaired in diſguiſe, to prevent 
his perſon being known. This impious in- 
terview is expreſſed to have been tranſacted 
in the night, which favoured the fraudulent 
circumſtances attending it. The woman, con- 
ſcious of the puniſhment the exerciſe of her 
| profeſſion would incur, evaded a reply to 
Saul, till he indemnified her ſafety. The 
circumſtance of Samuel's ſpirit being ſum- 
moned, and appearing by the incantations of 
an „is contrary to the principles of 
reaſon, and the evidences of revelation.; and 
inconſiſtent alſo with the glorious attributes of 
te Almighty, to permit the. ſpirits of thoſe 

who 
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Ko died in lis faith; fear, and love, to be 
diſturded by the vain inquiries of the guilty 


ſons of men. The whole of this tranſaction 
need only be candidly traced, to eventually 
prove the conference was entirely fuſfained by 


Saul and the pretended wizard, without the 
aid of any fpirit whatſoever. As is uſual in 
myſtical proceffes, Saul's inquiries led to the 
import of the reply ; his requeſt for the pro- 
phet Samuel to be brought up unto him, ena- 
bling the woman to fabricate che evidence 
ſhe delivered; the well-known circumſtances 


of Saul's rejection by heaven, and the power 


of his enemy, clearly evincing| that defeat would 
attend him. IR | 

As David had joined the Philiſtine army,. by 
the requeſt of Achiſh, from a ' ſenſe of the ob: 
ligations he was under to that prince; be ex- 


perienced a ſevere confli& between the ſuggeſ- 


tions of gratitude, and an inflexible attachment 


to his native country; againſt which, with re- 
luctance he bad | commenced Banne ; 


patriotic hero was fortunately extricated from 
this embarraſſment, by the Philiſtine, princes 
expoſtulating with Achiſh, on the imprudence 
of NIP David i into their army, whoſe dif- 
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miſſion they inſiſted on, from the doubts they 
entertained of his adherence to their intereſt. 


Achiſh, in compliance with his people's 
wiſhes, requeſted David to return to Ziklag, 
who conſequently departed from the Philiſtine 
camp. As David marched towards his own 
territones, he was joined by ſome brave com- 
manders of the tribe of Manaſſeh, who aſſiſted 
him in purſuing and defeating the Amalekites; 
a band of whom, during his abſence, had in- 
vaded the Philiſtine dominions, and the land 
of Judah, deſtroyed Ziklag, and carried off the 
wives and children of David, and his people ; 
which threw him into the greateſt conſterna- 
tion and exceſs of grief. 


When David's ſorrow was in ſome meaſure 
abated, he requeſted Abiathar to conſult the 
oracle, whether it was the will of the Lord 
he ſhould purſue the Amalekites: in conſe- 
quence of receiving aſſurances of ſucceſs, he 
headed his troops, and cloſely purſued the 
enemy as far as the brook Beſor, where he 
perceived a man who appeared to have loſt 
his road, and to be on the point of ſtarving; 
he informed David, that he was an Egyptian 
Have, who had been employed in the deſtruc- 
tion of Ziklag, but on the return of the troops 

from 


1 
from that expedition, was left deſtitute in the 
deſert, his ſtrength being exhauſted. David, 
by the direftzom of the Egyptian, overtook the 
| Amalekites, whom he found in a fate of con- 


fuſion, from the voluptuous uſe they made of 


the ſpoil they had ſeized; in this diſordered 
ſituation they were vigorouſly attacked and 
vanquiſhed by David, who, on this, recovered 
his property, and releaſed his family and 
friends A n 7 


, 
defeat and death of Saul and 


his three ſons, who were killed B. c. 4085. 


in combating the Philiſtines on the mountain 
of Gilboa; Saul perceiving bimſelf danger- 


ouſly wounded, entreated his armour-bearer to 


put a period to his exiſterice, to prevent his fall- 
ing alive into the hands of the enemy; but the 
requeſt being refuſed, he fell upon his ſword, 
and thus expired- The day 'after che battle, 


the Philiſtines having found the bodies of Saul 


and his three ſons, treated them with every 
poſſible mark of ignominy and contempt ; they 
fixed their heads in the temple of Dagon, hung 
up their armour in the temple dedicated to 
their god Aſhtaroth, and faſtened the bodies to 
the wall of Bethſhan; thus were the predic- 
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wo ſlay him, and transfer the kingdom to David. 
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cruelty to his ſutjeQts, and his flagrant diſobe- 
dience to his Creator; which induced the Lord 


The third day after David's return to Zik- 
lag, a perſon arrived to inform him of the He- 
brews defeat, and the death of Saul and his 
fons; who, as the means of recommending 
hamſelf to David's favour, alleged he was the 
chief inſtrument in effefting the death of Saul, 
and in proof of the afſertion, produced the 
w David, in hope of obtaining a great re- 
ward. David, who had thrice ſpared Saul's life, 
mult be neceflarily enraged againſt the perpe- 
trators of ſuch a horrid deed, and accordingly 
ordered his immediate execution: allo to 
teſtify his real concern for the mouraſul cata- 
 Afophe, he rent his clothes, and dedicated the 
whole day to lamentations and effuſions of grief. 
It is natural to ſuppoſe, David's ſorrow chiefly 
aroſe from the loſs of Jonathan, whoſe friend- 
ſhip was of a peculiar tender nature, and which 
he expreſſed in the pathetic elegy written 
on his death, in which he thus exclaimed, © I 
am' diſfgeſſed for thee my brother Jonathan; 
very 
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very pleaſant haſt thou been unto me, thy 
love to me was wonderful, paſſing the love of 


women!“ 


As a manifeſtation of David's concern for 
the fate of Sanl, he celebrated his former vic- 
tories, and lamented the defeat which was the 
final iſſue of his affairs, without reverting to 
the perfonal injuries he had fuſtained from 
him; which reflects great honour on David's 
character and conduct. At the expiration of 
the public mourning for Saul and his ſons, 
David conſulted the oracle as to which of the 
cities of Judah he was to reſide in; and in con- 
ſequence of his being directed to Hebron, he 
repaired thither, accompanied by his family, 
body guard, and the tribe of Judah, whoſe 
king he was unanimoufly choſen in a ſacred 
_ convocation held for that ere 0 A 


It is probable the tribe of Judah were in- 
duced to place David on the 
throne, from the idea, that there | 
'by the prophecy of Jacob would in part be 
accompliſhed, which declared, The ſceptre 
ſhould be in the hand of Judah, and that from 
him the lawgiver ſhould proceed, and never de- 
part from him, till Shiloh ſhould come (by 
D 4 whom 


B. C. 1055. 
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whom was. meant our Saviour) and that to him 
thould be the gathering of the people.” 


When Abner, the late general of Saul's 
army, heard that David was elefted king by 
the tribe of Judah, he ſought Iſhboſheth, one 
of Saul's ſons, whom he conduted beyond 
Jordan, fixed his refiderice at Mahanaim, and 
cauſed him to be proclaimed king of Iſrael, 
The aftive part Abner took in this - buſineſs, 
evidently appears to have proceeded more 
from intereſt than a ſenſe of duty; as he 
ſupported Iſhboſheth to the excluſion of Me- 
phiboſheth, Jonathan's ſon, who, in right of 
facceſhon was the lawſul heir to the crown. 
This chuld being an infant at the time of Saul's 
death, the nurſe, in her confuſion, when ſhe 
heard of the defeat of the Hebrew army, let 
ham fall; and, in conſequence of the injury 
he thereby ſuſtained, remained a cripple ever 
after. | 


The firſt inſtance of hoſtilities between the 
B. C. 1059. rival monarchs of Iſrael and Ju- 
dah, commenced in the third 

year of David's reign in Hebron ; Abner, on 
the behalf of Iſhboſheth, being the aggreſſor, as 
he paſſed over Jordan, and encamped near 
the 


CW) 

the pool of Gibeon. Previous to the general 
encounter, it was agreed by Abner, and Joab 
who commanded David's army, that twelve 
men on each ſide were to be ſelected, in order 
to prove their; valour, who with unparalleled 
intrepidity plunged their ſwords into each 
others bowels, and thereby left the ſuperiority 
of each party's courage undecided. Imme- 
diately on this heroic but cruel act, the two 


armies engaged, aud after a ſevere conteſt, 


Abner's troops were defeated, and purſued by 
Joab and Abiſhai his brother to the- wilderneſs 
of Gibeon ; Aſahel, alſo another brother to 
Joab, who is repreſented to have been as 


ſwift-footed as a roe, followed Abner, being 


ambitious of taking him captive. | Abner per- 
ceiving Aſahel's deſign, when he was overtaken, 
expoſtulated with him to deſiſt from any further 
purſuit, as the conſequences would be fatal: 

but, the enterpriſing youth puſhed the attack, 


and Abner, from ſelf-preſervation, plunged his. 


ſpear into Aſahel's body, which inſtantly de- 
prived him af life. Abner then haſtened to 


join the remainder. of his troops to oppoſe Joab 


if needful, who, with Abiſhai, ſoon overtook 
tum ; whom Abner implored to ſound a retreat, 
as the mean of e e the further ellaſion 
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of blood: which being granted, produced a 
Tation of hoſtiliti 


 Abner's increaſing popularity was the chief 
ſapport of Iſhboſheth's pretenſions to the crown ; 
but that prince ſuſpefting an improper con- 
neftion ſubſiſied between Abner and Riſvah, 
one of Saul's concubines, reprimanded him 
with fo much warmth, that Abner ſeriouſly 
reſented it, and from that period, reſolved to 
forſake his cauſe, and form an alliance with 
David; to whom he diſpatched a meſſenger 
to expreſs his deſire of eſtabliſhing him in the 
fole poſſeſſion of the kingdom of Iſrael. David 
would not enter into this treaty, but on the 
condition of Michal his firſt wife being re- 
Rored to him, who had been forcibly taken 
from him during his perſecution, and given to 


Preliminaries being thus far ſettled, Abner 
convened tlie eleven tribes, as to the eſta- 
bliſhment of David on the throne of all Iſrael, 
whom, by a pathetic oration, he converted to 
the cauſe of his new ally. After eſfecting this 
important meaſure, Abner repaired with Michal 
to David at Hebron, where he was enter- 
tained with the .magnificence ſuited to royalty. 

In 


[ 39 J 
In the courſe of this interview, the reciprocal 
treaty between David and Abner was ratified : 


which evidently appears from the latter de- 


claring at his departure, I will go and af: 


Soon after Abner had left David, Joab ar- 
rived from a ſucceſsful expedition againſt ſome 
lawleſs banditti that infeſted the country ; who, 
in conſequence of having been informed of 
Abner's interview and embaſſy, immediately 
obtained an audience of David, whom he re- 
proached for having ſuffered Abner to eſeape; 
repreſenting him as a ſpy, actuated by traitorous 
purpoſes. Theſe ſuggeſtions not- ſeeming to 
produce the deſired effect, Joab, from the en- 
vious apprehenſion that Abner would fappſant 
him in the king's favour, determined to affaſh-. 
nate the object of his envious dread.” Toeffet 
this baſe purpoſe, Joab diſpatched a meſſen- 
ger after Abner, as in the king's name; de- 
manding his immediate return. Abner,; not 


ſuſpecting any evil deſign, obeyed the ſum- 


mons, and, on his return, was met hy Joab 
and Abiſhai; by the former of whom, under 
the pretence of a friendly conference, he was 


treacherouſly murdered. To juſtify chis Atrb- 


cious action to the world, Joab aſſerted the 
D 6 meaſure 
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meaſure was adopted to revenge Aſahel's death, 
though in fact produced by his own avarice and 
inſatiable ambition, which co-operating with en- 
vy. inſpired him with cruelty. Abner's untimely 
fate was fipcerely regretted by David, who at- 
tended his funeral, and honoured him with a 
public mourning. 


Iſhboſheth's intereſt was confiderably weak- 
enced by the death of Abner, and he did not 
long ſurvive his patron, being murdered by 
Baanah and Rechab the ſons of Rimmon, when 
he was retired to his bed for reſt. After the 
perpetration of this horrid deed, the trait- 
orous murderers repaired to Hebron, and pre- 
ſented Iſhboſheth's head to David, as a trophy 
deſerving reward; who, with his uſual hu- 
manity, expreſſed the greateſt abhorrence of 
the aft, by condemning the authors of it to 
immediate death. He alſo ordered Iſhboſheth's 
head to be interred in Abner's ſepulchre, with 
funeral folemnities ſuited to his rank. 


Immediately after this event, deputations 
B.C. 1048. were ſent from the different tribes 
b to Hebron, to proclaim David 
— after the celebration of his inauguration, 
- 41: 0 the 
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the people were magnificently entertained ſor 
the ſpace of three days. 


Soon after David's eſtabliſhment on the 


throne, he undertook the fiege of Jeruſalem, 


that city being one of the ancient poſſeſſions 
of the Jebufites, whom God had expreſsly 
commanded the Hebrews to extirpate*. At 
the commencement of the warlike operations 
againſt Jeruſalem, the inhabitants relying on 
the natural ſtrength of the place, defied Da- 
vid's exertions, and contemned the idea of 
conqueſt ; but in conſequence of David offer- 
ing a great reward to any perſon who would 
mount the walls of the fortreſs, and drive the 
Jebuſites from thence, Joab made a ſpirited 
attack, and reduced the city: in confideration 
of which, he was made commander in chief of 
the _—_ | 


After the redution of Jeruſalem, David 
made it the ſeat of empire, and from thence- 
forward called it the City of David, in which 


The children of Judah and Benjamin dwelt in the lower 
part of the city with the Jebuſues during the reign of Saul, 
for David took the head of Goliah to that place: but after 
the battle of GiHboa, it ſeems as if the fortreſs of Sion, and 


the whole city, were in *“ 
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his reſidence was fixed. Hiram king of Tyre 
foon ſought the alliance of David, and furniſhed 
him with cedar wood, and ſkilful workmen, to 
enable him to ereft a palace ſuited to his dig- 
nity and riches. David having effettually for- 
tied the city, and erected numerous buildings, 
diſtinguiſhed for their ſplendor and utility, took 
polleſhon of his new palace, and began to 
regulate the concerns of his family and court 
in their various departments: and, as he well 
knew that the condutt of a prince hath a won- 
derful influence on the minds of his people, he 
firove to give them the example of holineſs 
of lite, by the exerciſe of moral virtues, and 
the obſervance of holy ordinances. By this 
penod, David's offspring was become nume- 
rous; as by his ſeveral wives, he had the fol- 
lowing ſons, Amnon, Chileab; Abſalom, Ado- 
nijah, Shephatiah, and Ithream ; beſides one 
daughter, named Tamar. Thus ſurrounded 
with domeſtic comforts, and exalted by national 
proſperity, David excited the envy of the 
neighbouring powers; and the Philiſtines who 
were his natural enemies, commenced hoſ- 
ulities againſt him, by pitching their tents 
in the vicinity of Jeruſalem. When David 
heard of this invaſion, he had recourſe to the 
counſel of the oracle, and in conſequence of 
, Its 
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its ſuggeſtions, repaired to the cave of Adullam, 
and notwithſtanding the inequality of his forces 
to thoſe of his enemy, obtained a complete 
victory over them; which he aſcribed (as 
vas juſtly due) to the mercy and interpoſition 
of God. | 

The Philiſtines, though they had been thus 
defeated, in the ſucceeding year renewed their 
attack, by forming their camp again in the 
valley of Rephaim. David, with his accuſ- 
tomed piety, ſought divine direction, and was. 
ordered to repair to a certain mulberry grove, 
there to remain concealed, till he percerved a 
ſupernatural agitation of the leaves of the trees, 
which was to be a ſignal for the commence- 
ment of the attack: David punctually obeyed 
theſe commands, and in the firſt ſkirmiſh the 
Philiſtines fled in the greateſt confuſion, and 
were ſmitten from Geba to Gazerz by which 
means the Hebrews became mr. of their 


camp, and a great booty. 


The happy termination of this war, induced 
David to go to Kirjath-Jearim, g C1 1045- 
accompanied by the prieſts and 
Levites, to. convey the ark to Jeruſalem, where 
bee We * to aſſemble, to offer 
| ſacrifices, 
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ſacrifices, and obſerve the other rites enjoined 
by the Moſaic diſpenſation, David piouſly de- 
ligning thereby, to make his city the centre of 
divine worſhip, and exalt its glory by the 
preſence and protection of the God of Iſrael. 
To effect this great purpoſe, he prepared a 
ſuitable receptacle for the ark in one of the 
apartments of his new palace; and at the time 
appointed for its tranſlation, it was placed 
on a carriage drawn by oxen, accompanied 
by David and his court, attended by the 
prieſts and Levites, and a numerous body of 
the people, ſinging hymns of praiſe to the 
malic of various initruments. In this order 
the proceſhon joy fully advanced, till it came 
to the threſhing-floor of Nachon, where one of 
the oxen that drew the ark ſtumbled: Uzzah, 
who drove the carriage, in his ſurpriſe, put his 
hand forth to prevent the ark receiving any da- 
mage, and for this his officious care, raſhneſs, 
and violation of the law of God, was ſtruck 
dead immediately on touching the holy ark.* 


David, from the apprehenſion. he might 
N 8 1 
w remove the ark to Jeruſalem, reſolved to 


* All the Levites were forbidden, on 2 to 
woch the ark of God, Numb. iv. 25. N 
| depoſit 
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depoſit it in the houſe of Obed-Edom, a Le- 
vite of great reputation, who reſided in the 
open part of the country, where it remained 
three, months; but, at the expiration of that 
period, David's doubts being removed, he 
cauſed a ſumptuous tabernacle to be erefted 
for the reception of the ark, and regulated its 
removal in the following order. The prieſts 
bearing the ark, offered ſacrifices at the diſ- 
tance of every ſix paces, being followed by a 
band of ſinging men ang ſinging women, at 
the head of whom was the king, who, to teſtify 

his joy, danced and ſung with the xeſt of the 
| multitude, clothed in a linen ephod; for 
which, on his return to his palace, he was 
reproved by Michal his wife, - who thought he 
thereby ated, inconſiſtent with the dignity of 
a king, which David aſſured her was far from 
being the-caſe, as he rejoiced before the Lord! 
When the ark -arrived at Jeruſalem, it was 
depoſited in the tabernacle eretted for that 
ſacred purpoſe; and as a proof of the ſplendor of 
this feſtival, it is 1ecorded, the oblations were 
ſo numerous, every individual of the multi- 
tude at their departure, received a loaf of 
bread, a piece of fleſh, and a flaggon of 


wing. 


The 
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The abundan: portion of temporal felicity 
that was diſpenſed to David, infpired him, in 
token of his gratitude, with a deſire to erect a 
magnificent temple, ſacred to the worthip of 
God. To aſcertain the propriety of this mea- 
fare, David conſulted the prophet Nathan, 
who not only approved and patroniſed the 
pious intention, but recommended its imme- 
diate execution. Theſe private ſentiments of 
the holy prophet were counterafted by an. 
expreſs command he received from God the 
night following, to inform David that his holy - 
reſolutions were approved, but on account of 
the many wars he had been engaged in, and 
the blood he had conſequently ſhed, the Al- 
mighty would not conſent to the ſacred edifice 
being erefted in his time, but enjoined David 
at the cloſe of his reign to charge his ſon 
with the execution of that important buſineſs. 
The Almighty alſo aſſured David by the 
mouth of the inſpired prophet, that he would 
proteft his fon who was to reign after him, as 
if he were his own child; that in caſe his 
ſeed ſhould commit iniquity, the land was to 
be viſited with fickneſs or famine, but the 
government was not to depart from David's 


— 
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Nathan communicated . thefe important 
tidings to David, who, in conſequence, pro- 
rated himſelf before the ark, and enumerated 
the bleſſings he had received from God; which 
he celebrated in hymns of gratitude and 
praiſe, 7-46 


David being naturally of an 1 
— renewed his: hoſtilmes - + 1043- 
-his enemies, in order to ſecure a proſperous 
and tranquil reign to his ſucceſſor. In conk- 
dence of this hope, David invaded the ene- 
mies country, and ſeized great part of their 
lands; and afterwards'commenced- war againſt 
the Moabites, whom he alſo conquered; and 
extended his victories by ſubduing Hadadezer 
king of the Zobians, near the Euphrates. In 
conſequence of the Syrians exerting themſelves 
on the behalf of Hadadezer' or Hpdarezer, 
they alſo were repulſed, and loſt Damaſcus and 
moſt of the principal cities in Syria, which 
David conquered, and then returned to Jeru- 
ſalem richly rewarded with ſpoil ; which, much 
to the hero's honour, he n abs pi- 
ouſly <Sedivated to rn 0 


Whilft 
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Whilſt David was employed in the Syrian 
B. c. 1041. war, the Idumeans, or Edomites, 
invaded his dominions, whom 
David in the firſt encounter partly ſubdued; 
and by the aſſiſtance of Joab ſoon obtained a 
complete victory over them, ſeized their ter- 
ntones, and made the inhabitants tributary. 
As Joab was employed to ſettle theſe newly 
to adjuſting the civil concerns of his kingdom, 
by forming the following arrangements. Jo- 
nathan, his uncle, a perſon of exemplary wil- 
dom, was made his privy-counſellor, and joint 
ſecretary of ſtate with Seraiah; | Jehiel was 
conſtituted governor and tutor to the young 
princes, the elder of whom were made prin- 
cipal ofhcers in the court; Ahitophel, Abia- 
char, and Jehoiada, were his chief counſellors; 
Huſhai his friend and companion; Joab gene- 
raliſhmo of the forces; —_— „ 

thar the chief prieſts. 


After David had eſtabliſhed good order in 
his dominions, by the wiſe regulations and ap- 
pointments before ſpecified, he examined into 
his good friend Jonathan's concerns, in order 
to diſcover whether any of his relations or ad- 
herents required ſupport or aſſiſtance. In this 


reſearch 
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reſearch it was repreſented to David, by Ziba, 
a ſervant who had been in Saul's ſervice, that 
a ſon of Jonathan's, named Mephiboſheth, was 
ſilt alive, but in a lame and helpleſs condition. 
In conſequence of this intelligence, David 
ſent for the lad, and, with his uſual benignity, 
aſſured him, for the ſake of Jonathan his fa- 
ther, he would be his patron and friend; in 
proof of which, he reſtored all his paternal 
eſtates, and made him a gueſt at his own table. 
David alſo appointed Ziba ſuperintendant of 


Mephiboſheth's affairs; and conſtituted his 


ſons, and others of his family his attendants, 
Thus nobly did this munificent monarch teſ- 
tify, that his affection for Jonathan extended 
beyond the limits of life; a further proof of 
which is manifeſt, from the approbation he ex- 
preſſed of the people of Jabeſh- Gilead, who 


had found the remains of Saul and his ſons, | 


and reſpectfully interred them under a tree. 


Nearly at this 1 Nahaſh, king of 8 
monites died, and was ſueceeded 


B. Cc 10 
by his ſon Hanun; to to whom 70. 


David ſent ambaſſadors with RI of SV 


lance, and full powers to renew the treaty, of 
friendſhip ſubſiſting between the-late monarch 
and e As ſome deſigning perſons repre- 
ſented 


1 
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ſented theſe ambaſſadors as ſpies, Hanun was 
prevailed upon to diſmiſs them with one-half 
of their beards and garments cut off, David 
was fo greatly incenſed at the baſe infult they 
had received, he reſolved to commence imme. 
diate hoſtilities againſt Hanun. The Ammo- 
nites to ſtrengthen their forces, not only formed 
an alliance with the Syrians, Zobians, and the 
people of Maachah, but alſo hired chariots 
aud horſes out of Meſopotamia : this powerful 
confederacy did not alarm David, Who was 
\ Rrengthened with the invulnerable armour of 
holy confidence. The event proved favour- 
able to his forces under the command of Joab, 
as the combined army ſoon fled; the Syrians 
were routed, the Ammonites ſhut themſelves 
up in their city, and the ſucceſsful general 
returned in triumph to Jeruſalem. 


The Ammonites warlike ſpirit fill remain- 
ing unſubdued, they ſought the aſliſtance of 
Hadarezer, a potent Syrian prince, and the 
principalities fubjet to his power; againſt 
whom David marched im perſon with a for- 
midable army, and after having killed Sho- 
bach, the Synan general, and the greateſt part 
of the confederated troops, gained a complete 
victory. Thas brilkant conqueſt, induced the 
an Syrian 
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Syrian princes to enter into a pacific treaty 
with king David, by which means the Am- 
monites were left to fight their own cauſe, 
and receive the full meaſure of his eee 


1n he WR of. this year, © Ha dil. 

BC. 1098. patched Joab to deſolate. the 

| mmonites territories, . and lay 
ſiege 10 Rabbah, their capital, whilſt, he re- 
mained at Jeruſalem to iſſue orders, and afford 
ſupplies. During the proſecution of this im- 
portant enterpriſe, David formed, the adulter- 
ous connection with Bathſheba, the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite ; which requires à candid 
inveſtigation, to redeem the royal culprit, in - 
ſome meaſure, from the abyſs of complicated 
guilt into which he appears to have been 
plunged. The only argument of mitigation 
the offence admits of, is. the plea, that David 
was led to the perpetration, of the crime im- 
mediately on his receiving the fatal impulſe 
the object of his deſires had excited: in prof 
of which, the Sacred Writings.afſert, that whilſt 
David was walking on the roof of. his palace, 
he beheld Bathſheba bathing in an adjacent gar- 
den, with whoſe beauty he was ſo ſtruck, he 
diſpatched a meſſenger to inquire who ſhe 
was: no doubt, with the intent to make her 
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his wife or concubine, agreeable to the cul. 
tom of thoſe times. Thus far David's con- 
duct does not appear to have been reprehen- 
ible ; but his guilt commenced on fending for 
Bathſheba, when he found ſhe was the wife of 
Uriah, the fatal interview alſo affording him the 
opportunity of gratifying his newly inſpired 
paſſion, as Bathſheba yielded to his wiſhes 
without oppoſition ; which prevented the pow- 
erful operations of the remonſtrances of rea- 
fon, and the ſtimulative check of conſcience. 
When the conſequences of this adulterous 
amour became too evident to afford the proſ- 
pett of further concealment, David ſought to 
perſuade Uriah to dwell with his wife, as a co- 
vert to her ſhame ; which from a ſenſe of pro- 
ſeſhonal duty, the gallant unſuſpeQting officer 
refuſed. After various unſucceſsful endeavours 
to effeſt this purpoſe, as is uſual in moſt de- 
viations from virtue, David was led from the 
perpetration of one crime to the commiſſion of 
another; therefore, in order to avoid the pu- 
miſhment of death, to which, by the tenets of 
his religion, adulterers were ſubjett, he be- 
came the author of murder, by diſpatching this 
injunction to Joab, Set Uriah in the fore- 
front of the hotteſt battle, and retire ye from 
bim, that he may be ſmitten and die?” a 
Nil decree. 
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— — to wife without 
reproach or penal conſequences. As theſe or- 
ders were punttualſy obeyed; there remained 9285 
no apparent obſtacle to the completion of Da- $i 

vid's wiſhes; he therefore, at the expiration 
of the uſual time of motirning, married Bath- 
ſheba, as the means of effeQtually N I 
the fruit of _—_ — =” 


There er in the Sacred weg n 
intimation of contrition on the” 
part of David, till the prophet: A. C,1097- 
was ſent of God to rebuke him foon after 
the birth of the ſon, who was the fruit of the 
adulterous connection before deſcribed; and 
to whom David 4 to” have been parti. 
cularly attached. As the means of converting 
David from the fatal deluſion he was ab- 
ſorbed in, the prophet Nathan demanded an 
audience, and couched his Wer! in the fol. : 


— bw, prac 
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© There wit two men Wil lived i in the” 
cans > City, one of whom was Tich;" and the 
other poor. The rich man had flocks and - 
herds in great abundance ; but the poor man 
had not any thing, fave only one little ewe 
lamb which he had bought and nouriſhed, ſo 
a Vor. I. | E that . 
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children. It did eat of his morſel, and drank 
of his cup, and lay in his boſom, and was unto 
him as a daughter. And there came a certain 
traveller to the rich man, and he ſpared to 
take of his own flack and his own herd to en- 
tertain his gueſt, but took the poor man's lamb, 
29895 Gn maey thes, came 20-fhing.” 


. 
temper, unconſcious of its own. frailty, with 
emotion exclaimed: As the Lord liveth, 
the man who hath done this thing ſhall ſurely 
die, and he ſhall reſtore the lamb fourfold : in- 
aſmuch as he hath done this thing, and be- 
cauſe he had no pity!” Nathan, with the wiſ- 
dom of an inſpired miniſter, took occaſion to 
convitt David by the force of his on feel- 
ings, with this declaration: Thou art the 
man !” and when he had thus arraigned and 
convicted the royal ſinner, proceeded to enu- 
merate the mercies he had received ;at the 
hand of God, and the evils his diſobedience 
would bring on his houſe and, poſterity : which 
rouſed David's conſcience, -and gave him a 
juſt ſenſe of his keinous tranſgreſſion, in token 
„ PPS eee 
1 : Np 
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This open confeſſion Vet attended Gin 
evident marks of à contrite ſpirit, Nathan aſ- 
ſured David, that his offence was forgiven.” and 
his own life ſhould be ſpared; but as he had 
cauſed" the enemies of the Lord to triumph. by 
forſaking the path of virtue, tlie child born in 
conſequence of his tranſgreſſion, mould ſurely” 
die. When Nathan had thus / cloſed his di- 
vine miſſion he departed,” and left David 
ſorely afflifted with the Tenſe of his 
and the anticipation of the loſs of the eld 
he ſo dearly loved: in ptrsef of Whibh, he” 
mourned, faſted; 6 HAIER ef belore 
God. Pak 1nd 

ba various creat Nan 
before cited, are a ſtrong and beautiful meta- 
| phorical type of David's endition "and of- 
fence: and the general tenot of David's con- 
duct, as well as his preſent deep contrition, ap- 
pears to have pleaded for him at the throne of 
grace, and effected his recbnciliation with his 
offended Creator, ¹⁵ can ſearch into the 
ſecret and inmoſt reeeſſes of the heart, and 
aſcertain che ſprings and principles "of hüu- 
man actions; which, when upright, efface the. 
blots of frailty! In conſequence of the pro- 
phet's prediction, the child which David had 

f 55 | by 


1 
by Bachſheba ſickened and died; but ſoon af. 


rr e ee eee 
he called Solomon. 


The Sacred Hiſtory informs us, the opera- 
tions againſt Rabbah ſucceeded ſo effectually, 
that Joab diſpatched meſſengers to inform Da- 
vid, the inhabitants were on the point of ſur- 
rendering, and to requeſt him to repair thither 
with a reinforcement before the reduction 
of the city, that che victory might juſtly be 
aſcribed to his yalour ; which be accordingly 
did, and when the conqueſt of Rabbah was 
completed, only reſerved Hanun's crown for 
his private uſe, which Joſephus records, he 


Theſe ſucceſſes werecounter-balanced by a do- 

meſtic afflition which ſoon after- 
3 — oads peace. 
m4 — extraordi- 
nary beauty, and of whom Amnon, her elder 
brother, became ince ſtuouſly enamoured. This 
licentious young prince, was inſtigated by a 
relation of his, named Jonadab, to feign bim- 
felf ſick, that he might obtain David's per- 
miſhonforhis ſiſter toattend on him; and there- 


by 
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by gained a fatal opportunity" of 'gratying 
perpetration of this atrocious crime, Am- 
non's love for Tamar was changed into bitter 
hate: inſomuch, that he ordered his ſervants 
to turn her out of his houſe. In this humi- 
| lating ſituation ſhe was met by Abſalom, 
her brother, who inquired” the cauſe ber 
perturbation; as ſhe had rent her royal veſt 
ments, and had put ' aſhes on her head, in 
token of ſorrow. When he was informed of 
the true ſtate of the caſe, he afforded her all 
the comfort in his power, and took her to his 
houſe. David when he heard theſe mourn- 
ful tidings was ſorely afflicted, and though 
he did not deprive Amnon' of life, as being 
the heir apparent, he appears to have put him 
ier een eren eee, 

++ | 

Abfalom being reſolved to revenge te injury 

his ſiſter had ſuſtained, effected his © 
purpoſe by inviting his brothers to i c u. | 
the celebration of a  ſheep-ſhearing at Baal-Ha- 
zor, to which the king alſo received an invita- 
tion, which he declined accepting. and with re 
luftance conſented to Amnon's being preſent at 
the feſtival; from which, it is moſt probable, he 
was then under ſome confinement. When'the 

E 3 gueſts 
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gueſts were aſſembled and elated with wine, in 
conlequence of previous orders, Abſalom's ſer- 
vants flew Amnon; this event alarmed the ref 
of his brethren to ſo great a degree, that they 
precipitately fled, leſt. ſimilar plots had been 
laid to enſnare their ſafety and lives. Previous 
to their arrival at Jeruſalem, a rumour had 
been fpread that Abſalom had ſlain all the 
king's fons; which alarmed David beyond 
meaſure, but when. their 1 
32 . 


Abſalom fled to Gelkur, to avoid his fa- 
ther's reſentment, Where he remained three 
years, with Talmai, his mother's father, who was 
- King of that country. As Joab.perceived that 
David's heart relented,. and his. grief for the 
lols of Amnon was in a great meaſure ſub- 
fided, he uſed every poſſible means to re- 
ore Abſalom to. his: father's favour. To ac- 
celerate this deſirable event, Joab cauſed a 
woman” of extraordinary: wiſdom: and pru- 
dence to go to David with a 6Ritious ſtory of 
diftrefs, fimilar to the nature of : Abſalom's 
offence; in which ſhe ſo pathetically urged, 
that her fon who, was repreſented as a mur- 
derer, might be ſpared from the reſentment 
_ of the * David granted her 
requeſt. 
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xequeſt. Having" thus far wrought on the 
king's feelings,” ſhe implored this aft of mercy 
might be preceded by Abſalom's forgiveneſs ; 

which David could not refit, and, diſcovering 
the ſtratagem, granted Joab authority to aſſure 
Abſalom of his forgiveneſs, with permiſſion to 
retumn tb "Jeruſalem. | Joab immediately in- 
formed Abſalom of -theſe joyful tidings; and 
accompanied his friend: to the city. On Ab- 
falom's return, David would not B. K 1030 
conſent to a perſonal interview _ 

with him, but commanded him to retire to 
his own houſe, where he lived privately for 
the ſpace of two years. This alteration in Ab- 
ſalom's mode: of life did not diminiſh the na- 
tural graceb of his perſon, for which he was 
diſtinguiſhed above all other men of his time ; 
_— length and thicknels of his hair. 
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recs the exchiſion Soda: Davide 8 | 
gave Abſalom great concern, he employed 
Joab to make interceſſion on his behalf: Ab- 
the event of theſe ſupplications, ordered his 
ſervants to burn: Joab's corn as it was grow- 
ing in the field. When Joab heard of this 
Nn repaired to Ahſalom, and expoſtu- 

| E 4 . lated 


4 
ned with him on the ſfubjeR, who aſſured 
motive than the hope of bringing him thithee; 
adding, as the means of excuſe; death or ba- 
niſhment were preferable to the ſuſpence he 
paſſion, and induced him do urge Ablalom's 
ſuit to David with more than common ardour ; 
which produced the deſired interview, and a 


I 
his ſon, 


eee tm date 
to David's favour, a body guard; and every 
other ſuitable appendage to his rank were al · 
lowed. Scarcely had be emerged; from diſ- 
grace, and obtained theſe advantages, than he 
courſe of juſtice; and to thoſe who ſought re- 
dreſs, he bokdly avowed, if he were at the helm, 
the grievances camplained of would bear a dit- 
lom, by degrees, ſowed the feetls of rebellion, 
and converting a large party to his intereſt, he 
adopted plans of operation to .effeft the medi- 
ured revolt. ern 
the 
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the open avowal of this unnatural rebellion, Ab- 
ſalom aſked the king's permiſſion to repair to 
Hebron to offer ſactifice, under the ſpecious 
pretence of thus fulfilling a ſolemn engagement 
made during his proſcription. This plauſible 
requeſt being granted, Abſalom fet out on his 
journey accompanied by Ahitophel, one of his 
father's counſellors, and of the chief confe- 
derates in the treaſonable plot, and two hun- 
dred of the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, who were 
ignorant of Abſalom's traitorous purpoſes, but 
which became evident on his arrival at He- 
bron, where his ſtandard was erefted, * he 
- Was proclaimed king. 


When David heard of Abſalom's revolt, and 
uſurpation of authority, he 
was grie ved * diſobedience, B.C. 1094 
and conſulted with his miniſters what meats 
were to be adopted for the preſervation of the 
public peace and ſecurity. The afflicted mo- 
narch, when he had adjuſted his private con- 
cerns, departed from Jeruſalem on foot, 
attended by his family, ' houſhold, a great 
number of the inhabitants of the city I 
whole body of his guard, the Cherethites, 4 
Pelethites, and all the Gittites, fix hundred 
men who followed him from Gath. On Da- 
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vid's arrival at mount Olivet, he was in- 
formed Ahitophel his chief miniſter had de- 
ſerted him and taken part in Abſalom's rebel- 
hon, which ſorely. afflifted him; as Ahitophel 
was a man of great abilities, therefore formi- 
dable as an enemy. 


Whilft David was beholding the 3 
which he had fled, with tokens of ſorrow and 
regret, he was accoſted by his faithful friend 
Huſhai, who expreſſed his intention of accom- 
panying his royal maſter in his flight; but David 
though pleaſed with this proof of loyal affec- 
uon, entreated him to repair to Jeruſalem, 
and apparently approve of Abſalom's preten- 
fions; as thereby he would have an oppor- 
tunity to diſcover and diſcloſe the ſecret ma- 
chinations of the uſurper and his council, and 
i enable his prince to perplex and defeat 
their purpoſes, Huſhai conſented to this pro- 
poſition, and, deſcending from mount Olivet, 
repaired to Jeruſalem ; and, on his arrival thi- 
ther, F 


Ader David had paſſed che brock Kedron, the 
|. prieſts and Levites who followed him bearing 


TS 7 | 
the ark of Cod, that the afflicted king might 
receive counſel from the oracle, at David's 
requeſt, returned to 1 2 = eel | 
_— *r en 
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brought him an ample ſupply of proviſions, of 
whom David inquired concerning Mephiboſheth 
his maſter; from whom he received the un- 
welcome but falſe information, that he was At 
Jeruſalem taking active meaſures in Abſalom's 
rebellion, in hopes of regaining his grand- 

father's dominions. David being thus juſtly 
incenſed againſt Mephiboſheth for this flagrant 
aft of treachery and ingratitude, reſumed for 
the preſent time, the poſſeſſion» of the lands 


he had ARR og and beſtowed them on 
ge ly. e 182 b4 e. 


| " ks David « came- near Baburica, Shimei, 
a relation of Saul's, threw ſtones at him, and 
continued to imprecate curſes as he advanced; 


this inſolent conduct could not fail to excite 


the reſentment of David's followers, inſomuch 
that Ahiſhai aſked permiſſion to take off his 
head; to which the perſecuted monarch would. 
not conſent, for he regarded Abſalom's rebel- 
lion, and the conſequent reproaches he endured, 
"as the immediate judgment 'of God, for his 
flagrant 3 in the affair of Uriah. 
* 6 As 
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As Abſalom and his party, on their arri- 
val at Jeruſalem, were greeted by loud ac- 
clamations from the people that remained, 
Hulhai joined in the general plaudit, crying 
* God fave the king!” which aſtoniſhed Ab- 
falom, having ever conſidered Huſhai as one 
of his father's faubſul adberents : who politi- 
Parent change of ſentiment, as removed every 
pollible doubt of his fincenty. In à public 
convention of Abſalom's partiſans, the firſt 
meaſure Ahitophel propoſed, was for Abſalom 
© take poſſeſſion of his father's waves, who, 
being of the ſecond claſs, had been left to 
protest the palace; which he accordingly did, 
and by the commiſſion of that inoe ſluous crime, 
Wilkilled Nathan's prophecy“ (0 that eflett. Ahi- 
of David, if twelve thouſand men were imme- 
dimely granted for that purpoſe : fortunately, 
Abſalom would not ace to this propoſal with- 
ger of the enterpriſe, and iaprobabitity of its 
ſucceſs; therefore recommended affembling che 
importamt occaſion, he adviſed Abſalom to head 
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and command his own troops. Previous to che 


execution of this meaſure, Huſhai commiſſioneli 


Abiathar and Zadok the prieſts to go and inform 
David of the intended plan of operation. The 
were purſued, but after various difficulties, ar- 
rived time enough to inform the fugitive king 
of his approaching. danger. Ahnophel was fo 
piqued that Abſalom did aot adhere to his 
counſe], that he retired to his houſe end hanged 
himſelf, to avoid the conſequences ef Abſa- 
lom's defeat, which he gonſidered as inevitable, 
from the ſeries of . * ever at- 
tcnded *. Wade mY 


Gn he king's n a Mohetiade, he wes 
treated with great liherality by Shobi the fon 
of Nahaſh, Macha who had preſerved Mephi- 
Amaſa bus capt, araſſed the ver | Fortan, 
and encamped near the royel army, an the - 
cinity of Mahanaim. David troops were 
commanded by Josh. Abiſhai, and Ittai, whom 
Abſalomss life, if +hey gained the viQory : for 
he hinfelf, by bein advice mentaitiod at 
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known. +6 te #5 te) oem: 
When the two armies nen Sion "et 50 
engaged with equal {kill and courage; but, 
_ after a ſevere conteſt,” David's troops proved 
 Abſalom's army. Abſalom. perceiving his de- 
feat certain, ſought to ſecure his life by flight; 
and, in conſequence of his being cloſely purſued, 
retreated into a wood. Unfortunately, his mule 
carried him under a large oak, in the boughs of 
which his hair became entangled, and the mule 
in theair. This circumſtance being perceived 
by one of David's foldiers, and told to Joab, 
contrary to his royal maſter'sexpreſs commands; 
Joab therefore performed the cruel deed him- 
ſelf, by piercing his heart with darts three ſe- 
veral times; after which ſome of the royal 
army mangled his body, and "threw it into a 
pu, over which they formed ia rude kind of ſe- 
— of Bones This victory proving 
 decifive; Joab ordered the retreat to be ſounded, 
| which cloſed this important battle, The fatal 
cataſtrophe of Abſalom's defeat and death, 
clearly 
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clearly manifeſt the dire effefts of - lawleſs 


ambition, and filial diſobedience, which never 
fail to attcatt Gvine: 144 


2 When the meſſengers ee | 
ful ticlings of victory, and the death of Abſa- 
lom, David was ſitting between the gates of the 
city, but when he heard of the untimely fate 
of his ſon, was inconſolably afflicted, in the ex- 
ceſs of his grief exclaiming, Oh my ſon Ab- 
ſalom, my fon Abſalom ! would to God I had 
died for thee, Oh Abſalom, my ſon, my fon ! 
Joab ſo far from apologrling for having been 
the inſtrument of; Abſalom's death, -' openly 
reproached David for repining at his fate, 
which he repreſented as an inſult to his people, 
Abſalom's death being à general bleſſing. 
Theſe ſuggeſtions rouſed the afflited: monarch, 
ſtate affairs, which had an happy influence on 
the minds of the people. In conſequence of the 
. prudent meaſures adopted by Abiathar and Za- 
. lom's./ conſpiracy, acknowledged their errors, 
and renewed.:their-allegiance' to Dauid. The 
tribe of Judah had yet manifeſted no defire 
for the xe eſlabliſhment of their legal ſove- 
reign; and they being under the command of 
Bop: 6 Amaſa, 
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Amaſa, one of the principal conſpirators in the 
to ſecure their patronage. To effeft this, 
Zadok and Abiathar mollified the heart of 
Amaſa, by pleading his proximity of rela- 
nonihip to David, and tempting him to re- 
new his allegiance, in -promiſing he ſhould be 
appointed general of the army, to the excluſion 
of Joab, who now appears to have loſt the king's 
favour. The elders of Judah were alſo ſoli- 
cited to acknowledge David as their king, 
from the priority of their former attachment; 
reſtoration. In conſequence of David's inte- 
zeſt being thus ſtrengthened, and the other 
wibes appearing well-diſpoſed towards him, he 
proceeded to Jeruſalem accompanied by his 
friends, and deputations from the reſpeQtive 
aribes, who had declared in his favour. The 
wibe of Judah afſembled at Gilgal, to accom- 
modate David's paſſage over the river Jordan, 
and to accompany him as their lawful mo- 
march to Jeruſalem, amongſt whom was Shi- 
mei, who had inſulted the king in his de- 
prelſed fate. As it. is the peculiar quality of 
baſe minds to be inſolent in profperity, and 
abjeRt in adverſity, Shimei now humbled him- 
. 
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bis > axtprnſs das: lk een 
firſt who preſented congratulations on his re-eſts- 
bliſhment in his dominions, after he had paſſed 
the river Jordan. Abiſhai moved with juſt 
indignation at Shimei's time-ſerving conduct. 
wilbed 10 inflict om him the puniſhment of 
iminediate death: but David generouſly ſor- 
gave him, and nn none e N 
ond en. 16 bu 2 895 

Miphitaillets ede mad is 8 his | 
elt Dre, vhoſe condutt had been be- 
his fifteen Joni and twenty ſervants, accom- 
panied the king or Jordan: che malicious 
report of this unjuſt ſteward was confuted by 
the evidence of Mephiboſhech, who atteſted 
his innocence, and was reſtored to the king 
favour. In conſequence of uvhich, David de- 
creed that be and Ziba were to drvide- che 
lands, the latter had fo baſely attained; Which 
Mephiboſheth'refuſed 10arcept, ſaying, '* Yea 
let him take all; foraſmuch as my lord the 
king is come again in peace to his houſe!” 
Various are the opinibns concerning Mephi- 
boſheth's 3 and the recovery of is 
poſſeſſions; the eirrumſtanoe of his having 


never 


us 


nevertrimmed his beard, changed his raiment, or 
dreſſed his feet, from the time of David's depar- 
ture to his return to Jeruſalem, bears evidence 
an his favour; and as to the latter, - the letter of 
— — — 5 

to mee ef Judah having condufted!David 
over Jordan, when they came: on:the-other ſide 
of the river, the other tribes expreſſed their 
diſpleaſure for David's evident partiality to their 
brethren of Judah, which was carried to ſuch ex- 
tremities, it ended in another rebellion: Sheba 
a Benjamite ſounded a trumpet of ſedition, 
and exclaimed: * We have no part in David; 
neither have we inheritance in 09424 
en ——— 
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On David's, arcival at Jeruſalem, the: firſt 
meafure he adopted after :re-eſtabliſhment 
in his Kingdom and palace, was to remove: the 
but ſentenced them to cloſe and perpetual re- 
tirement. E ann ein! 


| Sheba's inſurreflion being raiſedto.an alarm. 
ſemble the troops of the tribe of Judah within 
three 


1x 1 

thre len. and appear at their head; that he 
might review them. As Amafa Hd Hotappedr 
at the appointed time, David being apprehen- 
ſive of the ſerious - conſeque ces 6f delay, or- 
dered Abiſhai to collect the guards and what 

other forces he could procure, to purſue Sheba 
with all poſſible expedition. Abiſhai followed 
theſe orders, and Joab his brother accompanied 
him in the expedition, though not as general. 
When Abiſhai's troops arrived at the rock of 
Gibeon, Amaſa joined them with a powerful 
army which he headed as commander in chief. 
While Amaſa was reſpeAfully approaching, 
Joab under the ſpecious pretence of falntation, 
took hold of his beard, and thruſt his ſword 
through his body, which inſtantaneouſly killed 
him. Thus did Amaſa experience a ſimilar fate 
to Abner, and from the fanie malicious ſource. 
The increaſing favour, and recent advancement 
of Amaſa, being a ſtimulative incentive to 1 
to commit We © ion et 
| o 
A this event, Abiſhai and Joab 9 
in queſt of Sheba, and after traverſing the 
whole country, diſcovered he had taken refuge 
in Abel-Maacah, which they reſolved to beſiege. 
When the neceſſary preparations ' were made 
for the attack, a woman of a patriotic ſpirit 
75 3 aſcended 
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 aſcendedihe walls, and from thence expoſtulated 
wih Joab on the cruelty of attempting to de- 


firoy the city. This he aſſurei her was not his 
intention, as he would withdraw his forces if 
quence of this declaration, the heroine addref. 
{ed the multitude, and perſuaded them to cut 
off Sheba's head, which they accordingly did, 
and by throwing it over the walls to Joab, put 
an end to the conteſl. The inſurrection being 
thus effeftually quelled, the troops returned to 
Jeruſalew, and Joab was continued in the poſt 
—— 04 1% OR 
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which induced David in the third 

B. C. 1022. year of its fatal 'influence; to 
inquire of the Lord reſpeQiing the cauſe of this 
divine chaſtiſement; when he received this awful 


reply, that it was in conſequence of Saul having 


ſhed the Gibevnites blood, who had made a 
ſolemn appeal to heaven—it wes therefore re- 
quired as the means of appealing the almighty 
dilplealure, to comply with the Gibeonites re- 
queſt of having ſeven young men of Saul's poſ- 
tenity given unto them, to be dealt with as 


ey judged fit. This requiſition being granted, 


tlie 


i » 
the earth was refreſhed 1 with rain, and abon- 
r 


When the calamity of famine ceaſed, Da- 
vid marched againſt the Philiftines, and in 
four ſeveral encounters proved faccefsful; in 
theſe battles four grant adverſaries were ſub- 
dued : in the laft combat there was one killed 
by Shimea, who had ſix fingers on each 
hand, and ſix toes on each foot. As theſe | 
victories finally clofed David's warlike expe- 
ditions, he from thenceforward enjoyed the 
bleſſing of uninterrupted peace, which inſpired 
him with thevaindeſire, and afforded him the op- 
portunity, of numbering the people of Iſrael, aa 
the means of aſcertaining the national ſtrength, 
and his own power. In conſequence of this de- 
termination, Joab received orders to proſecute 
the plan with alt poflible expedition, ho wiſely 
remonſtrated againſt the delign, and delayed 
- execution of it; till David inſiſted on 
the adoption of the meaſure. In the regu- 
— of this buſineſs, David hat forgotten 

the injunftion delivered by Moſes, which re- 
quired an oblation of half a ſhekel for each 
man; till he had intelligence from the 
prophet of the wrath of God, for the violation 
of this command: which cauſed David to re- 
| e 
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pent of the orders he had iſſued, and to humble 
himſelf before God. The Supreme Being 
(ho is ever inclined to ſhew mercy) in con- 
kideration of David's repentance, | ſent the 
prophet Gad unto him, to give him the choice 
of a famine for ſeven years ; a purſuit of three 
months by his enemies; or à peſtilence for 
the ſpace of three days: one of thoſe ſcourges 
being ordained by God, to be inflifted as « 
chaltiſement for. David's pride in numbering 
the people of Iſrael. After due conſideration 
of the conſequences attending theſe calami- 
ties, David choſe the peſtilence, imploring, as 
a juſtification of his choice, Let us now fall 
into the hands of the Lord, for his mercies are 
great!” The prophet having reported the an- 
fwer, the Ifraclites were generally ſeized 
with diſorders of an uncommon and alarming 
tendency, which produced ſudden. death, and 
raged with ſuch violence; that ſeventy thouſand 
perſons fell victims to its malign influence be- 
tween Dan and Beerſheba, When the diſor- 
der reached Jeruſalem, David clothed in ſack- 
doth, with evident ſigns of unfeigned contrition 
implored divine mercy : in the courſe of theſe 
ſupplications, he beheld an angel advancing 
towards Jeruſalem with a drawn ſword in his 
hand, 1 

| Lor 
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Lord, aſſlict the ſhepherd, but Ipare the flock ; - 
1 have ſinned and have done wickedly, but 
_ theſe ſheeß what have they done? on me 
and mine therefore, let thy wrath be poured 
forth; but have mercy, I beſeech thee, on 
my people! It graciouſſy pleaſed the Al- 
mighty to hearken to David's requeſt, in con- 
ſequence of which the peſtilence ceaſed, and 
David was directed by the prophet Gad, to 
ecebt an altar, and offer ſacrifices on the threſh- | 
'ing-floot of Araunah; which was the ſpot 
where Abraham prepared to offer his ſon Tfaac 
to the Lord. Eneouraged by the circumſtance 
of fire deſcending from heaven to burn the 
oblation, David declared, that this ſpot was the 
 - houſe of the Lord God, and tliat alſo the altar 
of the burnt- offering for Iſrael; and from 
thenceforwvard he conſecrated that piece of 
ground for the ſite of the temple his ſucceſſor 
was to ereR, and the centrical place of wor- 
| e eee wel 
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Danidhariogweathrattinediſceetinbyous 5 
was ſeized with univtrſal weakneſs 3 [5 1016. ö 
and other ſymptonis, : which: are 64 
the natural attendants on advanced age; his 
Phyſicians therefore, as a remedy for this vital 
defection, ordered a young damſel named. Abi- 
ſhag / to ſleep with! him, fromi the opinion her 
29} genial 
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genial heat would adminiſter to his nouriſhment, 
Abiſhag's introduftion to David, Adonijah his 
eldeſt fon preſuming on his father's increaſing 
infirmities, uſurped the regalpower by declaring 
* he would be king.” Joab-and Abiathar were 
principal , conſpirators in the rebellion ; but 
Nathan the prophet, Zadok the prieſt, and the 
chief officers of the court, noticed Adonijah's 
preſumption with deſerved reſentment. In the 
vicinity of Jeruſalem, Adonijah prepared a feaſt, 
to which none but his partiſans were invited; 
this made Nathan ſuſpect a meditated con- 
ſpiracy, who accordingly. communicated his 
ſuſpicions to Bathſheba the mother. of Solo- 
mon, and adviſed her to inform David of the un- 
juſtifiable meaſures Adonijah had adopted. She 
availed herſelf of the prophet's ſuggeſtions, and 
intimated to David that the people were impa- 
tient to know in what line he would appoint a 
ſucceſſor; and alſo repreſented: the treatment 
ſhe and her fon would experience if Adonijah 
were appointed king: when ſhe had proceeded 
thus far, the prophet Nathan entered, upon 
which David affured Bathſheba by an oath, 
— TROP AEPTY 


(As David eflved that Solomon. ſhould be- 


"ths 
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for Nathan the prophet, Zadok-the prieſt; and 
Benaiah, to whom he gave authority to-place So- 
lomon on David's mule, and bring him to Gihon, 
when; by his appointment, Nathan and Zadok 
' were to anoint hiin king over Ifraet, - ''This-cere- 
mony being performed, Solomon wasproclaimed 
by the unanimous voice. of the people, who ex- 
ulted, God ſave king Solomon! and ſo 
great was the multitude of his followers, the 
Sacred Writings expreſs, the earth rent 
with the found of their acclamations 
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When Adonijah and his gueſts heard the 
ſound of trumpets, they quitted their repaſt, and 
while they were in ſuſpence reſpecting the cauſe 
of ſuch rejoicing, Abiathar entered, and an- 
nounced the unwelcome tidings of Solomon 
exaltation to the throne; the company then dif. 
perſed to their reſpeftive abodes, and Adonijah 
from the conſciouſneſs of his guilt, took refuge 
at the horns of the divine altar. When So- 
lomon heard of this circumſtance; he ſent Ado. 
nijah a free pardon, 3 to be 
cautious how mn in n cht 


After David had exalted . 
throne, he enjoined him to build an houſe to 
the . 

Vol. I. F command 
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command he had received; from the prophet 
Nathan for that purpoſe. _ He afterwards in- 
formed him of the materials he had collected 
for the execution of that great deſign, conſiſting 
of gold, filver, braſs, and wood of various kinds, 
with artiſicers of diſtinguiſhed {kill ; and to for- 
ward the undertaking, he commanded the 
princes and people to aſſiſt in the erection of 
by warlike purſuits. And as the means of 
ſecuring the divine favour, David piouſly bound 
Solomon by a ſolemn injunction, to be uniform 
in the obſervance of religious ordinances, and 
the praftice of moral virtues, as the baſis of his 
regal eſtabliſhment, and the national proſperity. 
He afterwards divided the Levites, and the ſons 
of Aaron, into their ſeveral orders, courſes, and 
Nations; and regulated every thing relative to 
divine worſhip in the temple according to the 

laws of Moſes the ſervant of God. 


. Soon after this, David - aſſembled all the 
princes of Iſrael, the princes of the tribes, and 
the captains of che companies, with his chief 
officers at Jeruſalem ; whom he addreſſed from 
his throne in a pathetic ſpeech, recommending 
his ſon as a perſon worthy to be their ruler, 
and informed them of the prophetic aſſurance 


— 


he had received of God's approbation that So- 
lomon ſhould ere& the temple, —he then pub- 
licly exhorted Solomon to adminiſter juſtice, 
and to walk in the faith, fear, and love of 
the Lord; awfully foretold the fatal conſe- 
quences of diſobedience to the divine com- 
mands; and reminded him of the ſerious ob- 
ligation of his building the temple with all poſ- 
{ible expedition, as God had choſen him for 
that purpoſe. Having thus ſaid, David de- 
livered to Solomon, the draughts or models of 
the temple, and declared, all theſe things 
the Lord made me to underſtand by deſcription, 
by his hand upon me, even all the pattern of this 
work:“ and to ſtrengthen him with holy con- 
fidence aſſured him, that the prieſts, the levites, the 
princes and the people, would be wholly at his 
command to effect the great purpoſe of com- 
pleting the ſacred firuQure. ' To enforce and 
ſecure this aſſiſtance, David exhorted the princes 
and people to forward the undertaking, and'to 
ſet them the example of contributing towards 
its erection, aſſured them he had preſented the 
gold, ſilver, and other valuable effects which 
were his immediate property, to embelliſh the 
holy edifice. This inſtance of munificent zeal, 
inſpired the aſſembly with a deſire to imitate his 
laudable example; inſomuch that they teſtified 

F 2 their 
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their ardour by liberally contributing five thon- 
ſand talents, and ten thouſand drachms of gold, 
ten thouſand talents of ſilver, eighteen thouſand 
of braſs, an hundred thouſand of iron, beſides 
precious ſtones of great value, which were paid 
into the ſacred treaſury. David's heart being 
now elated with gratitude and joy, he addreſſed 
himſelf in thankſgiving to God; and afterwards 
invoked the whole.aſſembly to offer their praiſes, 
and implore the protection of the Supreme Being: 
which they accordingly did, and after having 
paid homage to the king, preſented their ſacri- 
fices, which were ſo numerous, as to afford a 
feaſt for the whole multitude, who rejoiced with 
exceeding great joy before the Lord, and con- 
firmed David's choice of Solomon, by anoint- 
ing him the ſecond time, king over Iſrael. 


David having thus ſecured Solomon's ſuc- 
ecſhon to the throne, a ſhort time before 
his death, ſent for him, and gave him a par- 
ticular charge to execute judgment on Joab 
and Shimei, in the manner his wiſdom ſhould 
dire, and entreated him to ſhow favour to 
Barzillai and his other faithful adberents. The 
pious monarch perceiving his firength nearly 
exhauſted, diſpenſed his benediftions to Solo- 
mon, accompanied by pious exhortations, and 
then 
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then expired, after having reigned forty years: 
his remains were depoſited in a magnificent 
ſepulchre in that part of Jeruſalem he had de- 


voted to the purpoſe, with way ome 1 
of a e and ret 8 


The general tenor of David's life appears to 
have been irreproachable, excepting in the in- 
ſtance of his unlawful attachment to Bathſheba, 
his conſequent cruelty to Uriah, and the reſo- 
lution of numbering the people of Iſrael: ex- 
cluſive of theſe offences, he was a good man, 
a wiſe monarch, a valiant ſoldier, a ſublime 
poet, and in fine an exemplary character. His 
hymns and pſalms are undoubtedly the beſt 
pieces of ancient poetry extant, and were evi- 
dently compoſed in the reſpective ſeaſons of 
profperity, adverſity, contrition, and joy, and 
by a lively repreſentation of their author's dan- 
gers and deliverances, expreſs every viciffitude 
the condition of human life can expetience. 
Theſe divine compoſitions are the natural 
effuſions of diffuſive benevolence, genuine ibty, 
and holy confidence, and we may venture to 
pronounce the inſpired writer, 'notwithfiatiditty 
ſome inſtances of frailty, was\neverthelefs, A 
man after God's own heart“ which is the beſt 
d can beſtow on a human character. 
| F 3 Solomon, 


L x08 ] 


Solomon, after David's death,.delayed not to 
fulfil his. father's injunctions. 
Adonijah, who had endeavoured 
to ulurp che government, now made. intereſt 
with Bathſheba Solomon's mother, to obtain tlie 
royal permiſſion for him to marry Abiſhag the 
Shunamite, who had miniſtered to David in 
the decline of his life. , This requeſt was not 
fo innocent as is generally conſidered, it being 
deemed unlawful, and an omen of treaſonable 
purpoles, to court the alliance of any of the 
kang's concubines, or any woman devoted to 
kis fervice: as Abiſhag came under the latter 
poſal, concluding it was a. prelude, to ano- 
ther conſpiracy againſt, his life and crown. 
From this idea he reſpectſully bade his mother 
reure aſter ſhe had preſented her petition on the 
behalf of Adonijah; and commanded Benaiah, 
captain of the guard, to diſpatch him with all 
dings of Adonijah's death, took refuge at the 
horns of the altar; from whence he, was ſum- 
moned by Solomon to juſtify his former actions 
in the judicial court. In conſequence of Joab 
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refuling to comply with this command, Solomon 
commiſſioned Benaiah to cut off his head, and 
appointed Benatah general in his ſtead. Solo- 


mon 
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mon thus in part executed his father's i e 
tions reſpecting the ſtate -offenders, and next 
proceeded to puniſſi Abiathar, whom he diveſted 
of his ſacerdbtal honours, and baniſhed to hi 
own eſtates at Anathoth. This mild ſentence 
was given in conſideration of Abiathar having 
carried the ark with David, and participating 
of his afflictions during his exile. Theſe delin- 
quents being thus diſpoſed of, Shimei came 
next in order to receive puniſhment, which 
was not proportionable to his oſſence; as So- 
lomon ſpared his life, on condition he never 
exceeded the bounds of the walls of Jeruſalem, 
with the aſſurance if ever he went beyond thoſe 
thanked the king for this unexpected inſtance of 
clemency: but ſome years afterwards was 
tempted to tranſgreſs bis {overeign's, orders, by 
purſuing two fugitive fervants, and in con- 
ſequence of his ag was erg 
on h , ela of 


6 ze [23 


3 David *. . 
to ſatiate revenge, or retaliate injuries, but to fecure peace to 


Solomon according to the divine. promiſes given him, by re- 
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Solomon freed from the moſt dangerouꝰ 
enemies he had to encounter, and being in 2 
peaceful and proſperous ſtate, ,contratted a 
marriage with the daughter of Pharoah king 
of Egypt; who was one of the moſt potent 
princes of his time, which rendered his alli- 
a a Es I Ah hoes e 


The people nel e ee 
reſort to ſeveral high places, to preſem their de- 
votions and ſacrifices ; the moſt conſiderable of 
which was Gibeon, becauſe the tabernacle, altar, 
and the ſacred utenſils and ordinances, except- 
ing the ark, were repoſited there, Whilſt there- 
thither on all ſolemn occaſions, with a de- 
gree of magnificence ſuited to the dignity of 
his Ration. At one particular period he of. 
fered u thouſand ſacrifices, when the Lord ap- 
peared unto him in a dream; and promiſed to 
grant him whatever he ſhould aſk. Solomon 
being conſcious of his inexperience, the weight 
of his government, and the untoward di ſpoſi- 
. tion of his people, aſked of the Lord neither 
an extenſion of power nor increaſe of riches, 
but an underſtanding—heart, that he might 
judge between good and evil, to enable him 
to govern with integrity and righteouſne{s. 

This 
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This modeſ requeſt was approved, and God 
not only difpenſed to Solomon a portion of 
knowledge amd wiſdom, ſuperior to what any - 
man ever poſſeſſed, but alfo added to the gift, 
a promiſe of temporal bleſſings, which he had 
_—_ NY — Low moſt tefirable Aal. 
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Soon after this Kfpcrftoil of © divine grace, 
the effeft became very conſpicuous ; as Solo- 
mon's wiſdom and diſcernment Were mani- 
feſted in the deciſion of a diſpute between 
two harlots Wh lived" in the ſame houſe) and 
had each”of them a child. The child of 
one of them died, the mother to conceal her 
loſs bafely took the other infant that was 
alive, and Laid het dead child in the other 
woman's arms. At Was difficult to adjuſt this 
diſpute, the two women Sag f for the 
living child. and "Aifclai ming the dead one with 
ſuch ardbur, It was next to impoſſible to re- 
ſtore the living infant to its real mother; as 
both urged their rerenſions to it with lch 
vehemence.' on Th circumſtanced, Solomon 
by the following judicious' expedient made na- 


ture unravel what vealbh could not diſcloſe, 


by ordering the living child to be divided wich 
5 rf that each might have half. This pro- 
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poſal, from the natural operations of maternal 
aftethion, alarmed the real mother, who en- 
treated Solomon to let the other woman take 
the infant rather than bave him deprived of 
hte; thereby teſtifying ſhe had rather reſign 
her juſt pretenſons than ſee her ſon [laugh- 
tered. Theſe evident yearnings of parental 
ſympathy, convinced Solomon of the juſtice 
of her claim, who had been aftuated by them; 
he therefore gave evidence in her favour, and 
reſtored her to the poſſeſſion of her child. 


Solomon's wiſdom was alſo clearly evinced 
by the ſagacious choice of his officers, and 
the magnificence of his court, the proviſions 
for his houſhold, and the ſplendor of his equi- 
page. As a proof of his munaficence, the daily 
provilions for the king's table, are ſaid to have 
amounted to thirty meaſures of fine flour, each 
meaſure containing eight buſhels; double that 
quantity of meal, ten fatted, and twenty paſ- 
tare oxen, an hundred ſheep, beſides veniſon, 
poultry, fiſh, pulſe, fruit, herbs, and other eat- 
ables, which were ſent to him from all parts 
of his kingdom, under the direftion of twelve 
officers, who afted alternately. The account 
of the royal equipage is no leſs wonderful; the 
teflimony of its extent varies, but the moſt 

Probable 
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four hundred chariots; he was the firſt' mo- 


nee er 


which be w- re- with out of Egypt. 


the ſettling of his revenue, and the 11 
of his guards and e 


and was feared and loved by his neighbours, it 


is moſt probable, he did not keep up a great 


military force. Beſides the b Lund; 
and chariots already enumerated, © he had 
twelve thouſand horſemen, which many com- 
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peace, Solomon's were diſperſed in the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed of his cities, a ſufficient numbe: 
being reſerved at Jeruſalem” to Iminifter to 
eee n 
— Soldtice's nikloas, ! the 
number and valour of hin fue, joined to 
his immenſe riches, gave him ſuch a p al 
ſway, that he lived in unintertupted peace 
"0M plenty, 
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plenty, and ſplendor ; beloved by his friends 
who poured on him the richeſt gifts, feared by 
his enemies who envied his proſperity, and re- 
heads ß for his dominion. reached from the 
of thoſe countries were tributary to him. His 
fame and magnificence cauſed people to reſort 
to ham from all quarters of the world, which 
enriched the metropolis ſo greatly, gold and 
filver appear in his time to have degenerated 
from their intrinſic worth, by the extraordi- 
nary abundance of thoſe valuable metals. The 
revenue of Solomon's navy was alſo immenſe, 
as excluſive of his cuſtoms, it brought him {ſix 
hundred and ſixty-ſix talents of gold; not- 
withſtanding theſe immenſe gains, the ſubjects 
of Iſrael enjoyed peace, plenty, and univerſal 
freedom : in his reign alſo there were no 
faves, but the Canaanites and ſome - captives 
„ eee eee 


Hiram, king of Tyre, David's faithful friend 
and ally, was the firſt of the many princes who 
ſent to congratulate Solomon on his acceſſion 
to the throne; who, on the return of the am- 
baſladors, informed Hiram of his deſign of 
building the temple, aud requeſted him to ſend 


ſome | 
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ſome workmen to aſſiſt his artificers, - who 
were {killed in working gold, filver, and infe- 
nor meg precious tones, ſcarlet, crimſon, 
and other dyes; which were readily granted, on 
condition of Solomon's annually ſupplying him 
with twenty thouſand meaſures of wheat, and 
twenty thouſand barrels of oil for his houſhold; 
excluſive, of the ſame quantity of barley, wheat, 
wine, and oil, he was to beſtow on the work- 
men employed in his fervice. _ In return for 
dars, fir, and other woods, upon floats, to Joppa, 
where they were to be delivered to Solomon's 
ſervants, and ou 2 3 to nr 
1 
Tan 1:43 3 
To — this ene en fo 
lomon employed thirty thouſand men to cut 
down trees on mount Lebanon ſeventy thou- 
ſand in carrying ſtones and rubbiſh; . and 
eighty thouſand, as hewers of ſtone and tim- 
ber, over whom he appointed three thouſand 
ſix hundred overſeers. During theſe operg- 
tions, Solomon greatly. increaſed. the: treaſures 
of gold, ſilver, and precious, ſtones, David had 
amaſſed for the decoration of the temple; 
which he cauſed to be wrought into an jnfini- 
tude; of curious embelliſhments; From the 
| number 
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number of hands employed, and the attention 
that was paid to the diſcharge of their reſpec- 
tive duties, Solomon was enabled to lay the 
foundation of this wonderful ſtructure, in the 
fourth year of his reign, on the 
rr 
which anſwers to our twenty-firſt of April, 
this work was carried on with ſuch amazing 
rapidity, that it was finiſhed in about ſeven 
years, in a manner that exceeded any thing 
then extant, or fince deſcribed. To render 
this erection the more ſurpriſing, every diſtinct 
piece of which it was confſtrufted, whether 
timber, tone, or metal, was all completely 
finiſhed before it was brought to Jeruſalem, 
& Gat Gy cory Runes to be” laid and 

bo e 


neee wes the ox: 
tent of mount Moriah, on which it was ſitu- 
med; and was formed of materials (aecording 
w Joſephus) to reſiſt the common cauſes of 


decay ; the ſuper · ſtruſture was made of ſtone 
of a ſhining appearance, ſo curiouſly cemented 
= tw conceal the interſtices; it was alſo 
adorned by every embelliſhment human kill 
could invent or execute. Every part of this 
* magnificent building cannot here be deſcribed; 
but 
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but it conſiſted of numerous ſuperb apartments 
adapted to the convenience of the prieſts, and 
the celebration of divine worſhip; the part ap- 
propriated to the latter purpoſe, was richly or- 
namented with gold, and other valuable pro- 
duQtions of nature ; and the moſt holy place 
deſigned; for the reception of the ark and 
other ſacred things, was a maſs. of gold, em- 
belliſhed with : exquiſite workmanſhip. The 
utenſils and altar . fuited to, the Gacrifical pur- 
poſes, were alſo executed with admirable {kill 
m gold, ſilver, and braſs, the latter being the 
peculiar fine metal that had been taken by 
| David from the king of Syria. The table of 
ſhew-bread alſo, and golden candleſticks, were 
of immenſe value, and the gold and ſilver veſ- 
ſels, according to the Scripture account, with- 
out number. There. were alſo filken veſts 


appointed for the riefts and Levites; and a 
great number of "tical inſtruments uſed by 


the Levites in chanting David's hymns. When 
the temple was completely. finiſhed, Solomon 
choſe to defer its ſolemn dedication, till the 
ſucceeding | year, which was... the year of j ju- 
bilee; for on that occaſion people aſſembled 
from all parts, which rendered it the proper 
ſeaſon for ſuch an important event, as the con- 
ſecration of a temple to, the Lord. of, hoſts. | 


zlomon 
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Solomon appears at this period to have been 
in. the meridian of his glory, reaping the 
harveſt of his father's labours; and through 
the divine favour was ſucceſsful, and uncor. 
rupted by proſperity! The circumſtance of 
having brought the great defign of erctting 
the temple to a proſperous and final iſſue, muſt 
afford him unſpeakable ſatisfaftion ; as thereby 
he in a great meaſure fulfilled the deſign of 
his being appointed to reign over the people 
= Iſrael; this' event alſo increaſed his nati- 
onal conſequence to a degree of reverence, 
dangerous Tor à mortäl to experience, as hu- 
enen 


650. 


1 renith of Solo- 
1 — mon's ſplendor, the dedication of 

the tem temple, which was ſolemni- 
Jed on the eighth day ſeventh month 
in the year of jubilee, which anſwers to the 
thirtieth of our October; the feſtival laſted 
feven days, at the expiration of which period, 
the feaſt of tabernacles commenced, which was 
one of the three ſolemn feſtivals among the 
Hebrews or Afratlites; in conſequence of 
which, the vaſt concourſe of people aſſembled 
on this occaſion, remained in Jeruſalem four- 
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teen days. The ceremony of the dedication 
of the temple began with a pompous proceſ- 
ſion, in which the prieſts carried the ark from 
the tabernacle David had erełted for it; to the 
temple. The king accompanied by all his 
chief officers, and the elders of Iſrael walked 
of prieſts and Levites, who eharited anthems 
ſuited to the occafion, accompanied by muſi- 
cal inſtruments of various kinds. Next, in or- 
der, followed another party of ſingers and mu- 
ſicians, with prieſts bearing the golden candle- 
ſticks, altar of incenſe, and other 'ſacrifical 
utenſils belonging to the ſanctuary, which 
had been brought from Gibeon : theſe were 
not depoſned in the moſt” holy place, for $6. 
lomon had caaſsd new ones to be made of 
larger dimenſions; they were however re- 
eee the e 
Wet 
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1 a 
the king ordered the bearers of the ark to op 
at convenient diſtances; and at thefe inter- 
vals cauſed an amazing number of oblations 
to be offered before it, nl they reached the 
ſanctuary. Whilſt the prieſts were depoſiting 
the ark in the moſt holy place, the air was 


rent 


EI 
rent with the ſound of one hundred and 
vates who ſang in proper order, Give thanks 
tothe Lord, for he is good, and his mercy en- 
dureth for ever!” It was at this. period, God 
appeared to deſcend in an eſpecial and viſible 
manner to take poſſeſſion of the temple dedi- 
cated to his ſervice; by transfuling a glorious 
cloud, as he did to the tabernacle of Moſes: 
the divine influence of which was ſo powerful, 
the prieſts could not ſtand to offer the ſacrifices 
- they had prepared. While the congregation 
wereemployed in grateful admiration of the won - 
derful effefts of the divine preſence, Solomon, 
who ſtood upon a brazen ſcaffold three cubits 
high., knelt down, and ſpreading! his hands to- 
wards heaven commanded the people's atten- 
tion, by dedicating the temple to God in a 
Almighty to make it his refidence in favour of 
Ifracl; and to be inclined from thence, to hear 
the prayers of his people, from whitherſoever 
they came, and to grant their requeſts, and par- 
the victims on the altar, which at the conclu- 
fron of Solomon's prayer were miraculouſly con- 
famed by fire from heaven, as a token of divine 


acceptance 


L 115 J 


beſtowed a benediction on the congregation, 
who: proceeded. to offer the other ſacrifices, 
that were provided by Solomon, and the 
elders of the tribes, which were ſo numerous, 
the great altar was not large enough for the 
general oblation, therefore there were qthers 
eretted in the court of the temple: for on 
the firſt day of the feſtival twenty-two; thou- 
ſand, bullocks, and one hundred and twenty 
thouſand ſheep, were ſacrificed as peace offer- 
ings, which ſerved to regale the people; 
beſides a great number of burnt and other 
of the,; jubilee. iThe, feaſt, of tahernacles, 


which, immediately ſucceeded this feſtival, was 
alſo obſerved with more than common mag- 


nificence and ſolemnity ; at, the concluſion of 
which, the people, were difmilſed 10 their 
reſpettive abqdes, elated with joy, and in- 
ſpired with admiration. of their pores 
the ren are Mrs" ban 8e 


eee ner ack add of 
terreſtrial glory, leſt his heart ſhould be cor- 
rupted by the tide of proſperity that threatened to 
overwhelm him, God was graciouſſy pleaſed to 
appear to him in a dream, to expreſs his ac- 
, > ceptance 
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_<eptance of the facred edifice he had dedicated 
10 his ſervice, and to renew his promiſes to him 
and tag poſterity, on condition that he and they 
ferved him with fidelity; but to warn Solomon 
Hot to degenerate into evil practices, the Al. 
mighty affured him, if he or his fucceſſors 
Weited his difpleafure by idolatry, or other 
violations of his commands, the temple which 
was the wonder of the world, would become a 
reproach among all nations: as it wonld be ren- 
tered defolate, and converted to a dwelling 
for o, and bats ! This prophecy concerning the 
conſequences of the people's apoftaty, demands 
pecukar attention; as by a regular cham of 
| Events, hs conele*of the hiſtory will. prove it 
was fully necompliſhed in die order of time. 


When Solomon tai "Oe he 
employed his artificers in erefting two palaces; 
one for himſelf, the other for Phatoah's daugh- 
ter his queen, which were thirteen years buff. 
ing and embelliſhing. ' Theſe palaces were alſo 
built with the greateſt magnificence; they were 
a maſs of gold, filver, precious ſtones, marble, 
cedar, and other curious woods, 1 
proportionably ſuperb to the ſtructure, and the 
galleries, porches, courts, and apartments, were 
ſpacious, 
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{pacious, and ſuited to the ſeveral purpoſes for 
which they were deſigned. The porch- ex- 
ceeded the reſt in ſplendor, as it was the place 
of audience, and feat” of judgment; it was 
ſituated in the midſt of x flight of rich pillars 
of cedar; inlaid with gold; and the throne, 
on which he was to fit, was covered with 
ivory, inlaid, and richly ornamented with gold; 
the aſcent to it was by ſix ſteps, each ſtep 
ſupported on each fide by a ſmall lion, and 
the arms of the ſeat by two large ones as big as 
life: all of which as well as the Reps were co- 
vered with gold and ivory. There were alfa 
three hundred ſhields of gold which uſed to be 
carried before Solomon, when he appeared in 
public, but at other times were ſuſpended along 
the row of pillars as an ornament ; there were 
beſides two bundeed tage of wedd covered 
with the ſame metal, which' were placed in 
ſome conſpicuous part of the building. The 
drinking veſſels in Solomon's palace were of : 
pure gold, and the veſſels alſo that were uſed in 
the houſe of the foreſt of Lebanon; which one 
of theſe ſuperb palaces was called, though they 
were both ſituated in Jeruſalem. Commen- 
; rates differ in their opinions reſpecting this 
appellation, ſome thinking it implied a ſummer- 
houſe built in the foreſt; but the more general 
| belief 
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belief is, that the name of the foreſt of Lebanon, 
was given to the whole city of David; as from 
the number of cedar and other trees, that had 
been brought from thence, for the erection of 
groves about them, and by. their fragrance, it 
appeared as if Lebanon had -been removed to 


When the queen's palace was finiſhed; Solo. 
8 mon brought her to it, from the 
E 296: houſe of David, which laſt he re- 
garded with holy veneration, as having been the 
reſidence of the ark, before the temple was built. 
He afterwards ſent back great part of the 
Tyrian artificers, and to teſtify his gratitude to 
Hiram, for che quantity of gold, ſtones, and 
wood, he had afforded for the erection of the 
temple, Solomon gave him twenty cities in 
Galilee; which when Hiram beheld, he ex- 
preſſed his diſſatisfaction by a peremptory 
refuſal, and in token of his diſpleaſure, called 
the whole land Cabul, which fignifies a fetlock, 
or dirty and diſpleaſing; thereby intimating 
from the nature of the ſoil, no perſon could 
walk on it, without being up to their ancles in 
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In conſequence of Hiram's refuſal of theſe 
cities, Solomon rebuilt them, and planted co- 
lonies of Iſraelites in them; he alſo employed 
his Tyrian and other workmen, as well as the 
Canaanitiſh ſlaves, in ſurrounding the city of 
Jeruſalem with a wall of ſurpriſing ſtrength, 
and in fortifying Millo, Tadmor or Palmyra, 
Hazor, Megiddo, Gezer (which was his wife's 
dowry) Beth-horon, and Baalath, beſides ſeveral 
other cities where his magazines for proviſions 
and ammunition were placed, and his chariots 
and horſes were diſperſed; he alſo eretted for- 
treſſes in Lebanon, to preſerve a free commu- 
nication between Syria, and his dominions. 
Soon after the completion of theſe underta- 
kings, Solomon made the Amorites, Hittites, 
Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebuſites, tributary to 
him; and beſide money, impoſed on them perſonal 
ſervices in thoſe ſervile employments which he 
2 9343 * the Iſraelties. 


In order to Nafragube a expences 80. 
lomon had incurred in the execution of his 
diffuſive plans, he huilt a great number of ſhips 
at Eziengeber, on the coaſt of the Red Sea; 
when this navy was completed, he put it under 
the conduct of ſome! expert Tyrian mariners, 
who with his on men Keered with it to Ophir, 


Or 
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learned in opinion, the moſt probable 
— — — 
bound - pureſt gold, and other articles 
perfeftion by hi ws — EY 
by his ſon; and proves that in this early 
peniod they were no ſtrangers to that commerce 
om Soloman 's fleet returned in ow: 
9 — with gold, ſilver, pre- 
— TE ebony, and other curious 
valuable commoditi — 
ties, which produced an im 

mente revenue to the kingdom. i 
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— 5 's ſtill 
n been perverted from per- 
— n 
ve attentive to the diſcharge of his 
ws va rome repairing to the tem- 
— —— feſtivals, and taking care that 
2 bi — 2 
= injunctions of David. He 
3 n 
God. a conſiſtent degree of ſplendor 
and 
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and magnificence to the reſt of his eſtabliſh- 
ment: which juſtly gained him the reputation 
of being the wiſeſt, the moſt" 72d and moſt 
proſperous king on eartin. 6 
654+, 
In conſequence of this reputation, perſon 
from various parts reſorted ty 
Jeruſalem, among whom the moſt * c 988. 
conſiderable was the queen of Sheba, a princeſs 
endued with extraordinary wiſdom, and poſ- 
ſeſſed of immenſe wealth; inſomuch that ſhe 
appears to have come thither to vie with So- 
lomon by the grandeur of her equipage, the 
richneſs of her preſents, and the difficult queſ- 
tions ſhe ſtrove to perplex him with. She was 
attended by a numerous retinue, and was fol- 
lowed by a vaſt number of camels richly laden 
with gold, precious ſtones, ſpices and per- 
fumes, with alſo a balſam plant, which was the 
firſt of the kind brought to Solomon's court. 
Theſe valuable gifts ſhe intended for the king ; 
and as it was uſual for princes of thoſe times 
to try each other's ſkill by enigmatical ſolu- 
tions as a means of diverſion, the queen of 
Sheba produced difficult queſtions for Solo- 
mon to explain, which he folved with ſuch 
ſagacity, as to anticipate her thoughts, and there- 
by effectually eſtabliſhed her former opinion of 
Yo 1. : G | his 
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his wiſdom, whichſhe acknowledged far exceed- 
ed the accounts ſhe had heard; and concluded 
this declarauon, by aſſuring him, that he was 
-with juſtice eſteemed the wiſeſt prince of his 
time. 


The king afterwards entertained her with a 
view of the temple, his palaces, gardens, his 
court, tables. and rich furniture, the excellent 
order of his houſhold, ſtables, chariots, guard; 
and in fine, all the magnificence that was ſo 
tranſcendently diſplayed in Jeruſalem. The 
ſurvey of theſe wonderful effects of Solomon's 
wildom, riches, and power, ſtruck the queen of 
Sheba with awful admiration; when ſhe re- 
covered from her ſurpriſe, with a degree of 
extacy, ſhe exclaimed, © ſhe had not been in- 
formed of half of Solomon's greatneſs;” and to 
exprels her admiration and gratitude, preſented 
to the king the valuable preſents ſhe had 
brought, which he received with condeſcenſion, 
and toteſtify his reſpett for her, made her ſeveral 
vaiuable and ſuitable returns. After having been 
entertained with great munificence, ſhereturned 
well ſatisfied to her own country. Various 
nations have claimed the honour of having 
had this queen for their ſovereign; but accord- 
ing to the beſt authority, ſhe came from Arabia 
Felix, 
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Felix, as thav country lies to the fonthwardiof 
Judea, and in Scripture; ſhe is exprefheftyled 
n Queen of _ wang i 
707 2 £QMnc:ng 

A een hitherto 
to have been unumpeachable; bat in che decline 
of life he degenerated into idolatraus praftices, 
to which he Was tempted by marrying an-ama- 
zing number of foreign women of various 
nations and religions, tha number of which: is 
aſcertained to have been ſeven hundred wives, 
and three huadred-.concubines, or wives, of , a 
ſecond claſs: to whoſe manners he ſo far con- 
formed, that he built altars and temples. to their 
deities, which filled the vicinity. of Jeruſalem, 
if not the city, with idols of various kinds, 
This flagrant defeftion could. nat fail of exci- 
ting the difpleafure of God, in. conſequence of 
which he appeared a third time to Solomon in 
a dream, and informed him that his atrocious in- 
gratitude would coſt his ſon and ſucceſſor the 
loſs of ten tribes of - Iſrael;,, Judah. indeed 
ſhould: preſerve their "allegiance: - to. fulfil - the 
promiſes made to David, for whofe ſake, the 
Almighty deferred executing: the ſentence tilt 
after Solomon's death. However, he then 
raiſed up * e _ him. as 
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Haddad, Rezon, and Jeroboam, whoſe: efforts 


Solomon's conduRt evidently proves the 
frailty of all human wiſdom, and the enſnaring 


tetidency of proſperity. Various circumſtances 


conſpired to aggravate the circumſtances of 
this monarch's defeftion from virtue. It ſcarce. 


ly comes within the compaſs of belief, that a 
prince who had ereftedthe moſt magnificent tem- 
ple in the world to the honour of the true God, 
and at its dedication had fo pioufly andfolemnly 
_ the bleſſings of the Almighty, ſhould ſo 

far degetierate, as to ereft altars to profane 
deities and ſenſeleſs idols. His extraordinary 
wiſdom alfo increaſes the magnitude of his 
guilt, and proves haman ſagacity is very fooliſh- 
neſs when not employed to the honour of God, 
from whom every good and perfect gift is re- 
ctived.” His proſperity was another circum- 
ſtance of aggravation; as the bleſſing 'of God 
had given him not only A ſaperabundance of 
wealth, but uninterrupted peace; the eonſidera- 
fion of theſe mercies ought to have inſpired 
Solomon with uniform obedience, and fervent 
zealforthe ſervice of his Creator; and the viola- 
tion of theſe duties fignally evince, the heart 
af man is deceitful to itſelf above all things, 


as 
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as doubtleſs, Solomon, previous to the commiſ- 
fion of the offence, would have thought him- 
ſelf incapable of committing ſuch flagrant im- 
whether the divine denunciation inſpired So- 
lomon with repentance, or whether he periſhed 


in the evil purſuits he had adopted; though many 


Chriſtians ſuppoſe that previous to his death, he 
was converted from the error of his ways: in proof 
of which they aſſert, the book of Eccleſiaſtes; was 


the reſult of his penitence. He is alfo'faid to 


have written ſeveral other books, though Ec- 
cleſiaſtes, his Proverbs, and the Canticles are 


all that are extantà This great, but deluded 


prince, died in the fortieth year of his reign 
and the fifthj- eighth of his age; Wwhaſe life 
affords; a bright example of wiſdom, and hu- 
miliating traits of human frailty; which is ever 
found inadequate to the ſevere conflict of tem- 
ſeaſonahle aid of: adverſity. This, preſerves 


the equilibrium between- virtue mie . : 


renders the faithful, n n 
4 * TE FS * 0 
The remains 8 b this * Fm were 
interred in the ſepulchre of David» =. 1 1 
bisfather; wich everypoſſblemark . ©9757 
of funeral W and Rehoboam his 
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acceſſion 10 the throne had three powerful 
enemies to contend with; as during Solomon's 
culpable attachment to the baſe purſuits which 
engaged his attention for the latter part of his 
teigu, the foundation for. the threatened defec- 
uon, had been eſtabliſhed in Iſrael, and the 
neaghbouring ates. The fit of theſe adverſaries 
was Hadad king of Edom, who had greatenmity 
tw David and bis poſtenty, for the deſolations 
which had been committed in bis kingdom by 
that monarch: during whoſe reign and Solo- 
men's, he had taken refuge in Egypt, from 
whenceat this period he returned. The next 
object of idread 'was iRezon, who fied from 
Zoba to avoid: the efiefts of David's con- 
queſts over the Zobeans, and being of an 
enterprifing ' ſpirit headed a band of martial 
men, and eſtablifked a petty dominion in Da- 
maſous, from which be contmyally annoyed 

the people of Iſrael. But the moſt formida- 
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of the intimation he had received from the pro- 
phet Ahijah, that God would ſecure to him 
the ten tribes, that were to revolt from Solo- 
mon's poſterity: in token of which, the holy 
man of God rent his own new garment in 
twelve pieces, ten of which he gave to Jero- 
boam with the aſſurance it was a type of the 
ten tribes over whom he was to reign. This 
omen could not fail to alarm Solomon, but 
as a reign of peace had been promiſed to him, 
his. enemies machinations did not take any 
material effect during his life. Rehoboam's 
eftabliſhment on the throne of his father, neceſ- 
fnly appeared to Jeroboam the proper ſeaſon 
w aſſart his right, agreeable to the ꝓrediction 
of the inſpired prophet; which his weak and 
arrogant \opponent aſſorded him the oppor- 
eee regis Ow 


Ross n the chief viſicers-of 
his court, and the elders of the: reſpettive tribes, 
repaired to Shechem to receive the homage 
of the people; who refuſed to acknowledge 
him as their ſovereign, unleſs he conſented to 
redreſsthe grievances they laboured underduring 
his father's. adminiſtration, by «tes their 
yoke leſs burthenſome. | 

"Ro G 4 Rehoboam 
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Rehoboam took three days to conſider of a 
reply; 'and as he was advanced beyond the 
period of indiſcreet youth, being forty- one 
years old, it is natural to ſuppoſe he would ac- 
quieſce with the deſires of his people, as the 
elteQual means of ſecuring their allegiance : 
on the contrary, he refuſed to hearken to 
the counſels of his grave and experi coun- 
feilors by giving fair promiſes to his people, 
which would have alienated them from jero- 
bam's intereſt ; but unfortunately adopted thoſe 
meaſures, which his young, raſh, unſkilful 
friends adviſed. In conſequence of their fatal 
ſuggeſtions, at the expiration of the three days 
and contemptuous reply, That as they mur- 
with whips, he would chaſtiſe them with ſcor- 
pions!” When this fatal meſſage was delivered, 
the people who had waited the event with 
akernate ſenſations of hope and fear, were ſo 
incenſed, they unanimouſly renounced alle- 
giance to the houſe of David; and after having 
murdered Adoram, whom the king had ſent to 
quell the tumult occaſioned by their revolt, 
ten of the tribes choſe Jeroboam for their 
fovereign ; while thoſe of Judah and Benjamin, 
ſupported the pretenſions of Rehoboam, whom 

they 
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they conveyed to Jeruſalem to preveut his being 
expoſed to the inſults of the revolters, and 
fixed him as prinee over themſelves. Thus 
REY II minutely — T 
| aus lo 301399 2:3 
This helmet wad ſupporthdindzh. * on 
both ſides, Rehoboam collected an army con- 
liſting of one hundred and eight thouſand men 
to force the revolters to obedience; but pre- 
vious to the contending parties engaging in 
battle, the prophet Shemaiah warned Rehoboam 
not to commence a civil war, as the revolt of 
the ten tribes which was. the conteſted point, 
was of divine appointment. In obedience to 
this declaration; Rehoboam diſcontinued his 
warlike preparations; and Jeroboam his adver- 
ſary erected a palace at Shechem, where he fixed 
lus reſidence and kept his- court, as king of 
Iſrael. From this period, David's dominions 
were divided into two kingdoms, which in 
ſucceeding times were called the kingdom of 
Judah, and the kingdom of Iſrael; the affairs 
of which are ſo complicately connected, as to 
require the greateſt. perſpicuity on, the part of. 
the author, and alſo the reader's cloſe attention. 


Jeroboam on his acceſſion to-the throne of 
Iſrael, rebuilt; Penuel and Shechem !“, but was 


* About forty miles from Jeruſalem, 1 
G5 very. 
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very apprehenſive, that his ſubjeQts repairing 
to Jeruſalem thrice every year to celebrate 
their principal feſtivals, according to the tenets 
of their religion, might in proceſs of time prove 
the means of alienating their allegiance, and re- 
turning to Rehoboam. As the means of guard. 
ing againſt this danger, Jeroboam built two tem- 
ples, one at Dan, the other at Bethel, in each of 
BC whichhefetup a golden image, called 
* 977+ a calf, and impiouſly perſuaded his 
ſabjefis, that mode of worſhip would be as ac- 
ceptable to God, as the ſacred inſtitutions pre- 
ſcribed by Moſes; and to ſupply the want of 
prieſts and Levites, he permitted all who were 
mclined, to aſſume the facred function. The 
dedication of theſe idolatrous rites, was pro- 
claimed throughout Ifrael, and in conſequence 
a great multitude aſſembled at Bethel; on which 
occaſion a prophet was ſent from God to threat- 
en the deſtruction of the altar, by the appoint- 
ment of a future king of the houſe of David 
who was to reign, named Joſiah, and to prove 
ie divine auihbrity from which he ated, he 
commanded the altar to be rent in pieces, 
which it accordingly was, and the aſhes poured 
forth. When the man of God delivered this 
awful threat, Jeroboam was ſtanding by the 
altar preparing to offer incenſe; who was ſo 
| ſurpriſed 
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ſurptiſed and enraged againſt the prophet, he 
ſtretched out his hand to cauſe him to be taken 
into cuſtody: but to his confuſion, inſtantane- 
ouſly, felt his hand withered. Jeroboam 
being now convinced that the prophet came 
from God, earneſtly entreated him to beſeech 
the Almighty for his withered hand to be reſto- 

red; which beinggranted, he invited the prophet 
to his houſe to partake of ſome refreſhment, 
as a reward for the ſervice he had rendered 
him; but the prophet had been expreſsly for- 
bidden to make any ſtay in Bethel, or to eat 
or drink till he departed thence; he therefore 
refuſed the invitation, and left the city. In 
the courſe of his journey, he was met by a 
falſe prophet, who pretended to have received 
a new-commulion from God to cancel that 
given to the true prophet, reſpecting his taking 
refreſhment till his return, and accordingly 
urged him to partake of a repaſt he had ma- 
hcioufly provided to enſnare the man of God; 
who with the artleſſneſs of innocence, fell a 
. diſobedience of the divine command, by the 
aſſurance he ſhonld be puniſhed with a ſpeedy 
and violent death, which was accordingly 
verified. On his departure from the falſe 
WO” s hauſe, be was killed by a lion, who 
. G 6 offered 
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offered no other violence to the carcaſs of the 
prophet or the beaſt he rode on, for he was found 
reſling by the ſide of the corpſe. Joſephus in 
his antiquities of the Jews, repreſents this falſe 


verſion from idolatry by the miracles that had 
been wrought, repaired with all poſſible ſpeed 
to him, and impiouſly pretended to aſſign phy- 
fical and natural cauſes for the numbneſs of 
Jeroboam's hand; and in ſupport of the ar- 
gument, urged that the prophet who had cauſed 
— — — 
as a puniſhment for his iniquities, had been 
torn to pieces by a lion. This falſe repreſen- 
tation, ſtrengthened Jeroboam in his attach- 
ment 46 idolatrous rites, the perſeverance in 
which cauſed the utter ſubverſion of his power 
and of the kingdom of Iſrael. 


proſperous, and built ſeveral cities, which 
be ſeuled and fortified. But as ſome of the 
juigments of God made very flight impreſ- 
Bons on Jeroboam, it pleaſed the Almighty 
two viſit him with another ſcourge, by cauſing 
Abijah his fon to be ſmitten with a dangerous 
Gilcaſe, which threatened his diſſolution. Je- 

4 roboam 


roboam being ſenſible of his child's: danger, 
reſolved to ſend his wife in diſguiſe to the 
prophet Ahijah, who had firſt foretold him he 
ſhould reign over Iſrael, to inquire reſpetting 
the recovery of his ſon. On her arrival, the 
holy prophet, though he was almoſt blind by 
age, knew Jeroboam's wife at her firſt entrance, 
and called her by her name, notwithſtanding the 
meaſures ſhe took to elude the diſcovery, and 
commanded her to tell her huſband, in con- 
ſideration of his having proved ſo ungrateful to 
the Almighty; by perverting his worſhip, and 
practiſing idolatry, the death of the child 
would be the leaſt part of divine chaſtiſement ; 
for his. poſterity ſhould be utterly extirpated, 
and their carcaſſes devoured by dogs and crows. 
Notwithſtanding this awful prediction, Jero- 
boam perſiſted in his wickedneſs; and on 
account of his deſpotic oppreſſive admim- 
ſtration, many of his ſubjects emigrated to 
Jeruſalem to worſhip the God of their fathers, 
which increaſed the king of Judah's power and 
conſequence, to whoſe concerns we muſt now 


Rehoboam appears to have been 8 

employed in fortifying Jeruſalem, and building 
many ſtrong places in Benjamin and Judah; 
pL TL * eee 5 gy 
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and as many of the king of Iſrael's ſubjects 
revoked to him, he equalled his rival in the 
number of ſubjetts ; this ſucceſs was the natu- 
ral conſequence of his upright conduct, and 
_ uniform obſervance of holy ordmances. The 
weak infatuated prince however fcarcely con- 
tuned in this right courſe three years, before 
he equalled, if not excelled the Ifraclites in the 
groſſeſt fins and idolatries. It is evident from 
hence, proſperity produced its uſual effects on 
Rehoboam, ſucceſs increaſing the depravity 
of his manners; and as bad princes bring heavy 
e 
boam's licentious conduct was productive o 

a national ſcourge : — — 
quizzes influenced Shiſhak king of Egypt to 
commence hoſtilities againſt him, who being 
a potent monarch ſeized many of the fortified 
cities, and compelled the wealthieſt inhabitants 
of Judah to take refuge in Jeruſalem which he 
. 


| I this weful ſeaſon, the prophet Shemaiah 
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themſelves before God, and by acknowledging 
they | deſerved the wapending | puniſhment, 
avenrtetin fome degree the execution of divine 
vengeannee: a Shiſhak àvailed himſelf no 
otherwiſe af his; conqueſt of Jeruſalem, than 
by taking from the temple and palace the 
golden ſhields and veſſels, in the room of which 

were ſubſtituted others of braſs. Soſhort was 


the continuance of BAY ume pg 
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This attack on Jenifalem: 3 in . 
ſikth year of Rehoboamꝭꝰs reign, after which he 


governed peactably for the ſpace of twelve 
years, and died when he had been king over 
Judah ſeventeen years. This prince, who 
poſſeſſed neither wiſdom nor virtue, bore no 
reſemblance to his illuſtrious ance ſtors, and 
their example and precepts had no influence 
on his conduct. He had a great number of 
wives and concubines, by whom he had twenty- 
eight ſons, and ſixty daughters, and was ſuc- 
ceeded in his kingdom by his favourite ſon 
ABIIAn, or Abijam. . 


This monarch on his acceſſion to the throne, 
| raiſed an army of four hundred B. C. 958. 
thouſand men, with whom he 

. encamped on Mount Zemaraim near Ephraim, 
where 
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where he was met by Jeroboam king of Ifrael, 
with an army doubly ſuperior. When the two 
kings were near enough to afford a conference, 
Abijah upbraided Jeroboam with his. low ex- 
tration, baſe aftions, and the ſcandalous means 
by which he acquired the kingdom of Lfrael, to 
the excluſion of his deceaſed father, of whoſe 
weakneſs. he reproached him in having taken 
ungenerous advantage; he afterwards con- 
demned Jeroboam's conduct reſpetting his 
contempt of divine ordinances, and the ſeduc- 
tion of his people to idolatrous worſhip, which 
he aſſured him would produce a defeat, and 
inevitable deftruthon, - the juſt 2 for- 
A 3 


Jeroboam was too ade a politician 10 Be 
wrought upon by ſuch charges, and was in- 
flexibly hardened in iniquity, therefore took 
the advantage of his enemies harangue, to em- 
ploy has troops in making an unexpetted at- 
aware of the- aſſault, or prepared for defenee. 
This politic manceuvre and apparent impending 
danger, cauſed general conſternation, that 
would have been ſucceeded by a retreat, if 
Providence had not miraculouſly interpoſed: to 
clteR the defeat of the Iſraelites, of whom five 

hauundred 
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hundredthouſand were killed in the fleldofbaute. 
Abijah purſued his triumph, and amongſt ſeve- 
ral other places retook Bethel. In conſe- 
quence of this carnage and defeat, Jeroboam's 
forces were ſo weakened, he was not able to 
renew hoſtilities during the reign of Abijjah 
king of Judah, who died at Jeruſalem when 
he had reigned but three years, and whoſe: re; 


mains were ſplendidly interred in the ee 
of the 3 


tl 

As this mouerch's reign, was very ſhort, hig 
conduct allows but little ſcope for ſpeculation.z 
ſeems to have been reprehenſible, as he 1s 
expreſsly ſaid to have followed the finful ways 
of his father. His progeny appears to have been 
numetous, as he left twenty-two ſons, and was 
ſucceeded by Aſa * en donn. 


Ai with piety ak great 
proſpects of felicity for himſelf 
and people; and in the ſecond - 
year of his reign, Jeroboam king of Irael died, 
on whoſe deceaſe Nadab his ſon was appointed 
to govern in his ſtead. The general tenor of 
Jeroboam's conduct proclaims him to have 
been a bad man, and conſequently not a good 


king, 


B. C. 955: 


T £ 

_ king, whoſe perverſions and evil practices 
connnued for a long courſe, as he reigned 
over Iirael twenty-two years. 


Nadab was a licentious ill-difpoſed prince, 
end during his reign, which was only two 
years, he committed every poſſible enormity, 
and endeavoured to exceed his father in the 
magnitude of his offences. The chief enter- 
priſe he engaged in was an exepedition againſt 
the fortreſs of Gibbethon, belonging to the 
Philiſtines, in the courſe of which ſiege he 
was murdered'by 'Baaſha, who uſurped:the go- 
verament of the kingdom of 1frael, and, ac - 
cording to the prophet's prediftions, cxtirpated 
Jeroboem's rece. 


of A religious and wiſe adminiſtration. 
This prince ftrifly adhered tothe obſervance of 


acceſſion to thethrone, took ſpecial care toaboliſh 
the practice of idolatry, and eftabliſh the true 
religion: this conduct neceſſarily produced the 
bleſſings of divine protection, and national pre- 
ſperity. Aſa ſoon put his kingdom in a tate 
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of defence, and built ſeveral fortrfied; cuies. in 
Judah; be alſo eſlabliſhed an army of he han- 
dred and eighty thouſand men, three hundred 
thouſand: of whom were of the tribe of Judah, 
famous foruſing the target and ſpear withdexte- 
rity; the reſt were chiefly of the tribe oi Benjamin 
and were ſlculed in the uſe of the ſhield and bow. 
Whilſt. Aſa was in this nn, 
with a powerful — — and Aſa 
encamped his army in the valley of Zephathah, 
enemy, ho ds expreſſed to aue had hoſt of 
a thouſand thouſand, and three lumdrad cha- 
riots, Aſa invoked- the aſſiſange af the A 
| wighty, and eatreatod bes alive ad might 
petition was .accepted of God, who gave -af- 
ſurance to Aſa chat his emdeavours to vanquith 
holy confidence, Aſa proceeded! to engage the 
Ethiopian army, and gained a complete vic- 
tory over them, and immenſe y from the 
enemies camp, with Gerar of the — 
other I cities. 


Aſter 
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After this conqueſt, Aſa returned to Jeruſa- 
lem, and on his journey thither was met by 
the prophet Azariah, who exhorted the ſuc- 
celxful monarch to perſevere in well- doing, 
and to regard his recent victory as a ſignal 
inſtance of divine mercy, which would inſure 
the continuance of almighty. protection: but 
warned him not to degenerate into evil.prac- 
tices, which would incur heavy judgments and 
that on his return to Jeruſalem, he ſummoned 
as oblations to the Lord, which bad been taken 
amongſt the ſpoil of the enemy. On which 
occaſion, the congregation entered into a ſo- 
lemn covenant to ſerve God faithfully, and 
ordained by a ſacred oath, that all who would 
to death: this reſolve gladdened the hearts of 
the people of Judah, — 


So zealous was Aſa in the enaly of the 
God of Iſrael, that he depoſed his own mother, 
and reſtrained her from every appearance of 
regal dignity, — 

for 
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for the purpoſe of idolatrous rites, and pati o- 
niſed thoſe impious modes of worſhip. As 
Aſa's riches were conſiderably increaſed by his 
late important victory, he adorned the temple 
with a great number of gold and ſilver veſſels, 
to ſupply the place of thoſe the king of Egypt 
had taken from thence. 'This monarch's 
juſt adminiſtration, and conſequent reputation, 
drew a number of perſons from the kingdom 
of Iſrael to his dominions, which excited the 
reſentment of Baaſha. This defeftion moſt 
probably gave riſe to the conſtant contention 
and {kirmiſhes that ſubſiſted between the rival 
monarchs, and induced Baaſha to ereft the for- 
treſs of Ramah to obſtrut'» the communica-- 
tion — _ two i 


„ese ed wh n * great 
andertaking, as Benhadad king of Syria was 
his ally. Ala being apprehenſive of the eſſects 
of ſuch a powerful combination, counteratted 
Baaſha's purpoſes, by bribing Benhadad to 
break the alliance. To eſſect this great end, 
Aſa ſent the king df Syria all the gold he 
could collect from the temple and his private 
treaſures, which operated ſo powerfully on 
Benhadad, he ſeized all the fortified cities in 
the tribe of Naphtali, and compelled Baaſha 

— 1 | ; 8 to 


[199 1 
to defiſt from his Enterpriſe at Ramah, by 
haſtening to defend his other poſſeſſions. 


After Baaſha's departure from Ramah, Aſa 
cauſed the ſtones and other materials to be con - 
veyed to Geba, and Mizpah, which he rebuilt 
therewith: During theſe: tranſactions, God 
ſent the prophet Hanani to reprove Aſa, for 
ſeeking the alliance of Benhadad, when he had 
been fo recently delivered from his Ethiopian 
foes: by the hand of the Almighty. The ne- 
cellty of this reproof, but too clearly mani- 
feſts the inſtability of human virtue, againſt the 
fear of apparent danger, and the proſpeti. of 
obtaining relief from oſtenſible objects. There 


is an inherent degree of pride in human nature, 


that renders it deſirous to be extricated from 
difficulties, by ſtratagems of its own formation, 


and theeffetts of its own policy, or craft, which 


often end in confuſion and deſtruction. The 
providence of God indeed generally directs 
meaſures for the utter confuſion of thoſe per- 
ſons who reſt their hope on ſuch fallacious 
confidence. As a proof that Afa was infected 
with pride, which is the cloſe attendant on 
proſperity, he received this rebuke with evi- 
dent marks of diſpleaſure inſtead of contrition, 
infomuch that he expreſſed his anger at the - 

prophet's 
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prophet's freedom, by caſting him into priſon: 
which manifeſts the declenſion of Aſa's reve- 
rence for ſacred perſons and ſacred things. 
As a further evidence of this monarclfs. de- 
fection from a holy confidence and truſt. in 
God, the Scriptures inform us, that in the 
thirty-ninth year of his reign, he was ſeized 
with a diſeaſe in his feet, which is ſuppoſed to 
have been the gout: on this. occaſion, he is 
repreſented to have ſought relief more from 
the {kill of phyſicians, than from the mercy 
and power of God. | 


As this diſeaſe cauſed Aſa's death, it is need- 
ful here to obſerve, on a review of his charater, 
that his conduct appears: to have been unim- 
peachable, excepting in the inſtances of bribing 
the king of Syria, his want of divine truſt, du- 
ring the illneſs preceding his death, and alſo his 
impriſonment of the prophet ſent from God: 
theſe were the only tranſgreſſions imputable to 
this monarch, therefore the ſacred records cloſe 
the account with obſerving © he ſlept with his 
fathers, in the forty - firſt year of his reign, and was 
interred in a ſepulchre he had prepared for the 
reception of his remains in the city of David, 
which was filled with ſweet odours and ſpices; 
and the people made a great burning for him. 

After 
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After the death of Aſa, *Je HOSHAPHAT his 

fon reigned over Judah, who inhe- 

* rited his father's virtues, and 

walked in the ways of David his righteous 

anceſtor, and royal predeceſſor, which recom- 

mended him to the favour and proteftion of 
God. 


Ifrael, 
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Ifrael, by the unanimous conſent of the army. 
 Omri, on his election to royalty, departed 
from Gibbethon, in order to beſiege Zimri in 
Tirzah; but before he could gain entrance into 
the city,. Zimri perceiving himſelf in a de- 
fenceleſs ſtate, took refuge in his palace; to 
which, in a fit of deſperation, or to prevent his 
falling into the hands of inſulting foes, lie ſet 
fire, and periſhed in the conflagration. 


This event produced a ſlate of anarchy 
-and confuſion for three years, and gave riſe 
to a civil war divided into two parties, the 
one in favour of Omri, the other in ſup- 
port of Tibni; the partiſans of Omri were the 
army, and proved viftorious ; Tibni was flain, 
which ſecured to Omri the quiet poſſeſſion of 
the kingdom. This monarch held the regal 
government of Iſrael twelve years, and reigned 
the firft ſix years at Tirzah, and the remaining 
part at Samaria, which he built, and made the 
royal city. Omri exceeded his wicked prede- 
ceſſors in the corruption of his manners, and 
the meaſures he adopted to alienate his ſubjects 
from the worſhip of God; whoſe divine mercy 
converted the atrocious wickedneſs of indivi- 
duals, to the eſtabliſhment of the faithful, by 
ſuffering this race of wicked kings to prey on 
Vol. I. H each 
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each other, till the unworthy generation was 


utterly deſtroyed : this monarch was ſucceeded | 
Wanner more 
depraved than his father. 


Ahab began to reign over Iſrael in the thirty- 
eighth year of Aſa's government over Judah, 
the events of whoſe reigns have been ſeparated, 
to prevent the confuſion which mult neceſſarily 
attend their having been interwoven beyond 
the period neceſſary for their connection. The 
king of Iſrael, by his unlawful marriage with 
Jezebel, daughter of the king of Zidon, ex- 
cited the diſpleaſure of God; as the idolatry 
the introduced, and Ahab, from his affetion to 
her, patroniſed, was the ſource of thoſe national 
ſcourges, and private evils that attended his 
Lminiſtrati 


The firſt inſtance recorded of Ahab's impiety, 
is his erefting a temple, altar, and grove to 
Baal at Samaria; and, to increaſe his tranſ- 
greſſons, he aſſiſted at the celebration of theſe 
profane rites, by which means, his bad example 
produced univerſal depravity of manners 
throughout Iirael. As the means of convert- 
ing this wicked monarch from the error of his 
ways, ſoon after his acceſhon to the throne, 

the 
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the prophet Elijah or Elias was ſent unto him, 
with the awful tidings, that if he did not for- 
fake idolatry, and the wicked courſes he was 
engaged in, God would puniſh the land with a 
grievous famine ; during which, there would 
be neither dew nor rain to refreſh the earth. 
After having imparted this information, the 
righteous man of God departed, and ſought 
retirement for the ſpace of three years. In 
order to prove his miſſion was from God, du- 
ring the famine Elijah was miraculouſly ſup- 
plied with food by Ravens; but when the 
brook Cherith dried up, which afforded him 
water, by divine direction he went to Zare- 
phath, a city of Zidon, as God had diſpoſed the 
heart of a widow woman there to entertain 
him. When the holy man arrived, he beheld 
the good woman picking up flicks, and the 
famine raged ſo ſorely, ſhe had only flour and 
oil enough left to make a cake for herſelf and 
ſon, as their laſt reſource of ſuſtenance. The 
prophet, exhauſted with fatigue, requeſted his 
hoſteſs to give him a morſel of bread and 
a little water; which led her-frankly to 
declare the exigency of her ſituation. Elijah 
removed her apprehenſions, by bidding her 
bring what he required, on which condi- 
tion, he aſſured her, the barrel of meal ſhould 
—W 2 not 
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not waſte, nor the cruiſe of oil fail during the 
continuance of the dearth. As true benevolence 
ever acts from the impulſive pity ſympathetic 
diſtreſs excites, the widow relieved her holy 
gueſt, and received a juſt reward for her hol. 
pitality, by eſcaping the calamitous conſe- 
quences of famine agreeable to the prophet's 
declaration. Soon after this, the ſon of Eli. 
jah's hoſteſs died, and his mother, in the ex- 
cels of her grief, imputed this misfortune 
to the prophet. The unjuſt reproach could 
not fail to affe&t Elijah, though ſuperior to 
reſentment; he therefore requeſted God to 
reſtore the life of the child, which was granted, 
and eſfectually convinced the good woman the 
prophet was from God. 


Whilſt Ahab was abſorbed in the groſſeſt 
impiety, and his country ſuffering the afflic- 
tion of a moſt grievous famine, as a puniſh- 
ment for his and the people's ſins, Jehoſhaphat 
the king of Judah, by adopting meaſures dia- 
metrically oppoſite, was ſucceſsful in all his 
enterpriſes, which may be imputed to his 
zeal for the true religion. On his acceſſion 
to the throne, he completed the abolition of 

idolatry, by removing thoſe relicks and rites 
his father Aſa had not been able to ſubdue ; and 


in 
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in the third year of his reign, he ſent a certain 
number of prieſts and Levites, with copies of 
the Pentateuch (or five books of Moſes) to in- 
ſtrut the people in their moral and religious 
duties throughout his dominions; by thus 
ſowing the ſeeds of virtue, Jehoſhaphat reaped 
the fruit of glory: as a proper attention to 
ſpiritual and eternal concerns, never fails to 
procure temporal bleſſings. This prudent 
monarch alſo fortified his cities, and col- 
lefted an army conſiſting of more than one 
million one hundred thouſand men, which 
awed his enemies, and conſequently ſecured to 
him the bleſſings of peace. His allies alſo 
. increaſed with his reputation, and his wealth 
was conſiderably augmented: for the Philiſ- 
. and Arabians became eee wg to him. 


At the expiration of the' three years of 
famine, Elijah diſcovered him 
ſelf to Obadiah governor of Ahab's n. 
houſehold, as he was ſeeking to diſcover ſome 
freſh ſprings of water, to preſerve. the ſmall 
quantity: of cattle that was left ; the king him- 
ſelf being employed on the ſame reſearch in 
another road. Obadiah was a devout man, and 
had ſignally manifeſted his zeal for the God of 
Iſrael, by preſerving an hundred of his prophets 
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ſrom falling victims to Jezebel's perſecution, 
for the miniſters of God, when he beheld 
Elijah, fell at his feet, and greeted him with every 
poſſible token of reſpeft ; but when the pro- 
phet commanded him to ſeek the king, and 
acquaint him of his arrival, Obadiah excuſed 
tumſelf from performing this injunction, by 
repreſenting the fatal conſequences if the ſpirit 
of the Lord ſhould prevent Elijah's appearance 
| before the king, alleging if that were the caſe, 
tus life muſt be the forfeit, as there was ſcarcely 
anation or kingdom which Ahab had not bound 
by oath, to deliver Elijah to him whenever he 
could be found. As the means of inducing 
Obadiah to announce his arrival to Ahab, 
Elijah bound himſelf by a promiſe to appear 
before the king: accordingly, Obadiah found 
Ahab, and informed him the further ſearch of 
fprings was unneceſſary, as Elijah was returned 
with the promiſe of a ſpeedy rain. 


In conformity to his promiſe, Elijah appeared, 
and the interview between him and Ahab was 
attended with circumſtances which are the 
natural effect of a conflict between conſcious 
guilt, and holy fortitude aided by inſpiration. 

After 
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After reciprocal charges and defences, Elijah 
required that all Ifrael might be aſſembled at 
Mount Carmel, as well as the prieſts of Baal, 
the object of Jezebel's idolatry. This requeſt 
being complied with, Elijah reproached the 
multitude for dividing their ſervice between 
God and Baal; and as the means of aſcertain- 
ing to which of the deities their devotion was 
due, propoſed, that the four hundred and fifty 
prieſts of Baal ſhould offer a bullock to the 
idol they adored, and that he the only re- 
maining prophet of the God of Iſrael, would 
preſent a bullock alſo to the Deity whoſe 
miniſter he was, and the true divinity then 
be manifeſted, by fire being miraculcufly 
diſpenſed to conſume the victim. When 
this propoſal received a general afſent, the 
prieſts of Baal began to prepare their ſacnfice, 
and laid it upon the altar, and continued 
to invoke their deity from morning to noon 
without eſſett; Fhding their prayers unfuccefs- 
ful, they began (according to their uſual cuſ- 
tom) to cut themſelves with knives till their 
blood ſtreamed upon the ground: -whilſt Elijah 
in deriſion, bade them ſpeak louder, left perad- 
venture their god might be afleep, or on a 
journey, or otherwiſe employed. The holy 
PR then prepared his oblation, and com- 
H 4 manded 
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manded the people to draw nigh, that they 
might receive ocular. demonſtration there was 
no fire; after which he took twelve ſtones, as 
a type of the twelve tribes of Iſrael, and made 
an altar with a deep trench round it, on which 
he laid the wood and ſacrifice, and ordered 
water to be poured on both till the trench over- 
Loved. This being done, Elijah ſolemnly in- 
voked God to ſhew himſelf to the people, and 
convince them he was the univerſal Deity, who 
alone deſerved to be adored; in token of which, 
fre fell from heaven, which not only conſumed 
the victim, but dried up the inundation of 
water. This excited the multitude . to proſ- 
trate themſelves on the earth, and cry out, 
* The Lord is the only God!” The apparent 
converſion of the people, cauſed the prophet 
to require as a proof oi their faith, that they 
ſhould put the prieſts of Baal to death at the 
brook Kiſhon, to which they readily conſented, 
and Ahab either from fear or conviftion, did 
not oppoſe the meaſure; which was executed 


After this, Elijah adviſed Ahab to return to 
Jezrecl with all poſſible ſpeed, to avoid: the 
rain that was impending -:. on his arrival at his 
pala@, be informed Jezebel his queen, of the 

defeat 
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defeat of her deity, and conſequent ſlaughter 
of her prophets, by means of Elijah, who had 
manifeſted the glory of his God before all Iſrael. 
Jezebel being of a vindictive ſpirit, reſolved 
on the deſtruction of the man of God to 
revenge the death of Baal's prophets, not- 
withſtanding he had promiſed the bleſſing of 
rain, which in the time of famine is the greateſt 
mercy that can be diſpenſed. According to 
the prophet's prediction, the rain fell in great 
abundance before the king reached Jezreel, 
and Elijah ran before Ahab's chariot to the 
entrame of the city, and afterwards fled to 
Beerſheba, where he diſmiſſed his ſervant, and 
proceeded towards the wilderneſs of Arabia 
Petræa, to avoid the effects of Jezebel's re- 
ſentment and purſuit. Being weary of life, 
and exhauſted with his journey, he repoſed 
himſelf under a juniper- tree; but was awaken- 
ed from his ſleep by a divine impulſe, and when 
he aroſe, beheld bread and water were prepared. 
for him, with which he refreſhed himſelf and 
afterwards fell aſleep. Then he was rouſed 
from his ſlumbers by an angel of the Lord, 

who commanded Elijah to take ſtill more re- 
freſhment, before he proceeded on his journey, 
which would prove a long one. Believing this 
teſtimony, Elijah did eat and drink, and con- 
H 5 tinued 
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tinued his progreſs forty days, without any 
other ſuſtenance, till he came to mount Horeb, 
where he dwelt in a cave. There the voice of 
God again viſited him, and inquired, for what 
cauſe he had left the city and wandered in 


the only prophet of the living God, and 
having deſtroyed Baal's falſe prophets, had 
excited the queen's diſpleaſure, who in con- 
ſequence fought his life. The voice then 
commanded Elijah to ſtand on the mount, 
from whence he was to perceive a wind 
ariſe as if it would rend the rocks aſunder, 
which would be ſucceeded by an earth- 
quake, and luminous appearance, though the 
Lord would only manifeſt himſelf to him in a 
fmall and till voice: when Elijah heardpthis 
voice, he covered his face with his mantle, and 
the Lord commanded him to return by the way 
of the deſert to Damaſcus, where he was to 
ancint Hazael to be king of Syria, Jehu 
king over Ifracl, and alſo Eliſha, who was to 
fucceed himſelf as prophet in Iſrael: with 
the aſſurance thoſe perſons would extirpate 
Ahab's race, and many of his idolatrous ſubjetts, 
The prophet deparigd to execute theſe comi- 
mands, and found Eliſha plowing with twelve 


yoke 
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yoke of oxen, over whom Elijah threw his: 
mantle, who from that period was inſpired with: 
the ſpirit of prophecy ; and, after taking leave 
of his friends, became Elijah's . and 
conſtant companion. "+ 


When Ahab had reigned eighteen years 
over Iſrael, Benhadad king of Syria, with a 
large army and the aſſiſtance of thirty-two 
neighbouring princes, beſieged Samaria, and ſent 
ambaſſadors to Ahab with demands requiring, 
his gold, ſilver, wives, and children. As Ahab 
feared that reſiſtance would be ineffectual, 
he conſented to ſubmit to the hard conditions; 
but in conſequence of Benhadad increaſing; 
his demands, and requiring unhmited power: 
over Ahab's poſſeſſions, he ſummoned his coun- 
ſellors previous to the ratification of the 
capitulation ; who being enraged at Benhadad's 
preſumption, unanimouſly. voted for the pro- 
ſecution of the war. In conſequence of this 
determination, Ahab diſpatched the ambaſſadors 
with aſſurances of his warlike intentions. 
Benhadad being enraged at this unexpected re- 
ſiſtance, ſent a third meſſage to Ahab to awe him 
into ſubmiſſion by threats, ſaying that he could 
ſubdue Samaria, by only each of his men taking 
a handful of it. This arrogant boaſt did not 
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intimidate Ahab, who adviſed his adverſary 
to wait the event of the battle, before he tri. 
umphed. This ſpirited retort, exaſperated 
Benhadad fo much, he gave immediate orders 
for the commencement of the aſſault on Sa- 
maria. During the operations of the ſiege, 
Benhadad who was a voluptuous prince, and 
thought his conqueſt ſecure, abandoned 
hamfelf to luxury. Ahab was ſoon relieved 
from his apprehenſions of danger by aſſurance 
from a prophet ſent to him, that ſucceſs 
would attend the enterpriſe againſt the Syrians 
under his command. And in conſequence of 
being informed of one of his adverſaries licen- 
nous revels, he ordered the gates of the city 
to be opened, and diſpatched a party of troops 
to raſh into the enemies camp, which cauſed 
fach confuſion in the Syrian army, it fled with 
Benhadad their king, whom the Iſraelites *pur- 
returned to Samaria in triumph greatly en- 
riched with their enemies ſpoils. 


Notwithſtanding this ſignal deliverance, the 

| prophet informed Ahab his ene- 

8. ©. * mies would renew their attack 
the ſacceeding year, whom he enjoined to pre- 
pare duly for the event. Accordingly, the 
EE next 
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next ſeaſon the remains of Benhadad's army 
being collected, he was adviſed by his coun- 
ſellors not to engage the Iſraelites on the 
mountains, from the vain belief their God 
was only the. God of the mountains, to which 
theſe "deluded men imputed the Ifraclites 
ſucceſs, therefore recommenggd engaging on a 
plain that the Syrian gods might prevail : they 
alſo adviſed the diſmiſſion of the thirty-two 
princes, to whoſe bad conduR they in part aſcri- 
bed their defeat. Benhadad followed theſe 
counſels, and commenced hoſtilities againſt 
Ahab by encamping his forces on the plain of 
Aphek; and at the expiration of ſeven days 
the contending parties engaged in battle, the 
event of which proved victorious to the Iſrael- 
ites, according to the prediction of the prophet 
to that effect. The Syrian troops precipitately 
retreating to the city of Aphek, twenty-ſeven 
© thouſand of them were cruſhed by the wall of 
the city falling on them, either by ſome war- 
like ſtratagem of the Iſraelites or by an earth- 
quake. 


Benhadad perceiving his power broken, and 
his - eſcape but uncertain, trove to conceal 
himſelf from the reſentment of his adverſary; 
but his officers adviſed him to ſupplicate for 
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mercy at the hands of Ahab, and repreſented 
the Irachtes as generous and merciful con- 
querors. His adherents who had extolled 
Ahad's clemency, undertook to plead on Ben- 
hadad's behalf, and accordingly went into the 
royal preſence clothed in ſackcloth with ropes 
about their necks, 40 implore that mercy might 
be extended to their ſovereign. Ahab, elated 
with his victory, received them with tranſport; 
and in the exceſs of his joy called Benhadad 
his brother, the tidings of whoſe ſafety he de- 
dared gave him inexpreſſible pleaſure. In 
conſequence of the favourable reception Ben- 
 hadad's officers had received, the ſubdued 
monarch was brought unto Ahab, who requeſted 
him to come into the chariot in which he was 
fining, and after many proteſtations of friend- 
ſhip, Benhadad engaged to deliver up all the 
polleſiions his father had taken from the Iſrael- 
mes, and to allow Ahab great privileges in 
Damaſcus the capital of his dominions ; which 
fo effetually engaged Ahab on his fide, he re- 
_ Rored Benhadad to his liberty, and concluded 
the conference with a treaty of peace. 


Ahab's conduct on this occaſion, appears to 
have been cuipable by the rebuke it occaſioned 
from a prophet of God; mercy is a divine at- 

tribute, 
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tribute, and when exerted to raiſe the depreſſed, 
ſhines with ſuperior luſtre; yet when. juſtice 
requires the puniſhment of the guilty, even 
pity ought not to obſtrult its courſe. There is 
alſo a degree of dignity, which is by no means 
incompatible with compaſhon, and the dictates 
of humanity, that Ahab in his conduct ſeems 
not to have preſerved, which with other atten- 
dant circumſtances cauſed the following re- 
prehenſion to be delivered. 


After Benhadad's departure, ane of the ſons 
of the prophets preſented himſelf before Ahab 
wounded and bloody; he had deſired a Hebrew. 
neighbour in the name of the Lord to firike 
him but he would not, whom the prophet de- 
clared ſhould be torn to pieces by a hon ; he 
alſo beſought another neighbour to fmite ham, 
received the wound before mentioned. This 
tranſaftion was a figurative type of Ahab's 
. offence in letting Benhadad efcape, therefore 
the prophet put aſhes on his face, and preſented 
himſelf before the king, and complained that 
during the late aftion a Syrian priſoner had 
been conſigned to his charge, who whulſt he 
was otherwife employed had eſcaped, and that 
he was in danger of being puniſhed for his 
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neglet. Ahab not ſuſpefting this was a me- 
taphorical accuſation againſt himſelf, made 
no ſcruple to pronounce the ſuppoſed culprit 
deſerving of death. When the king had paſſed 
this ſentence, the prophet wiped his face, and 
diſcovered himſelf to Ahab, whom he inform. 
ed, that as he had ſuffered ſuch a powerful 
enemy to Iſrael as Benhadad to eſcape, his 
own life muſt atone for the tranſgreſſion. The 
haughty monarch inſtead of acknowledging his 
fins, impriſoned the prophet for being the 
meſſenger of ſuch unwelcome tidings, and 
went to Samaria overwhelmed with grief. 


Not long after this, Ahab, by Jezebel's undue 
influence, was involved in a ſcene of injuſtice; 
treachery, and murder, which proved of fatal 
conſequences to his whole poſterity. The 
circumſtances of this tragedy were as follows : 
Naboth had a vineyard adjoining to the palace 
at Jezreel, which Ahab offered to purchaſe, or 
barter for another piece of ground, 'as he 
wiſhed to convert it into an herb garden for 
the uſe of his family. As it was eſteemed 
diſgraceful to fell an inheritance, Naboth 
rejected the offer, which excited Ahab's diſ- 
pleaſure: the effetts of this chagrin were noticed 

a by 
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by Jezebel, who reſolved to remove the cauſe 
by the following effectual, but unjuſtifiable 
means. Having diſcovered the cauſe of his 
diſquietude, ſhe wrote letters to the elders of 
Jezreel in Ahab's name, and ſealed them with 
his ſignet, commanding them to proclaim a 
faſt, and to bribe ſome wicked perſons to ſwear 
that Naboth was guilty of treaſon and blaſphe- 
my, and in conſequence to have him ſtoned 
to death. The Jezreelites complied with the 
queen's orders, and executed them according 
to her directions. When the meſſengers arrived 
with the tidings of Naboth's death, ſhe joyfully 
acquainted Ahab that ſhe had ſecured him the 
poſſeſſion of the vineyard; and accordingly he 
proceeded to Jezreel .to take . poſſeſſion of 
what he had ſo baſely obtained. In the courſe 
-of his journey he was met by the prophet Elijah, 
who was expreſsly ſent of God to reprove 
Ahab for his injuſtice to Naboth, and to his 
face he awfully denounced as a juſt puniſhment 
for his crime, that dogs ſhould lick his blood 
in the place where they had licked Naboth's ; 
that Jezebel ſhould alſo be devoured by dogs, 
and lus whole race utterly extirpated. This ſen- 
tence produced ſincere contrition in the heart 
of Ahab, which cauſed God to declare, that 
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the execution of part of the judgment ſheuld 
de deferred till the next reign. 


The affairs of Judah 'muſt next engage our 
attention, which afford a happy contraſt to the 
complicated ſcenes of guilt Ifrael exhibits. 
The virtues of Jehoſhaphat greatly influenced 
the manners of the people, and conſequently in- 
creaſed the glory of the kingdom. The only 
inſtances in which Jehoſhaphat was deemed 
culpable, were in not cutting down the high 
places dedicated to idolatrous purpoſes, and 
alſo in forming alliances with Ahab and Aha- 
ziah his fon and ſucceſſor, and which were 
Krengthened by his marrying Jehoram his 
own fon, to Athaliah, Ahab's daughter. On 
this occaſion, Jehoſhaphat came to Samaria 
to pay Ahab a viſit ; during this friendly in- 
tercourſe, the king of Iſrael informed Jeho- 
ſhaphat of his intentions to take Ramoth-Gilead 
from the king of Syria, as he had not deli- 
vered it up according to his promiſe three 
years before, and beſought the king of Judah 
to aſhſt him, who made this reply, I am 
as thou art; my people as thy people; and 
my horſes as thy horſes.” Notwithſtanding 
this large aſſurance of aſſiſtance, Jehoſhaphat, 
from the principle of piety which regulated his 
actions, 
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ations, required that the miniſters. of holy in- 
enterpriſe. - Accordingly, four hundred of 
Ahab's prophets were ſummoned to aſſemble at 
the gate of Samaria, where the two kings fat 
in ſtate on thrones; of whom the king of Iſrael 
demanded whether he ſhould proceed in battle 
againſt, Ramoth-Gilead, and if ſucceſs would at- 
tend him, which the falſe prophets anſwered 
with the aſſurance of victory, attended by myſt- 
ical proceſſes which rendered the authenticity 
of their teſtimony doubtful to pious Jehoſhaphat. 
He in conſequence entreated, that if there were 
any other prophet of the Lord, he might be 
couſuked, as the point in queſtion was of in- 
. finite importance. With -reluftance Ahab 
was brought. to acknowledge there was yet 
another prophet, whoſe name was Micaiah, 
whom he confeſled he did not like to conſult, as 


In compliance with Jehoſhaphat's requeſt, 
Micaiah was brought into the royal preſence, 
and being previouſly informed of the deluſive 
promiſes of the falſe prophets, in deriſion gave 
the ſame evidence; the king perceiving this 
to be a mere illuſion, adjured him by the living 
God to ſpeak the truth. Micaiah then proceeded 
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in a prophetic metaphor to inform the king 
of Iſrael he would be vanquiſhed in the day 
of battle, loſe his life, and have his army 
ſuſſered e evil prophets by the influence of 
a lying ſpirit to enſnare him for inevitable 
deſtruftion. The ferious tendency of this 
evidence, did not prove of ſufficient weight to 
deter Ahab from engaging in his. favourite 
purſuit againſt Ramoth-Gilead; his wrath 
therefore was poured out on the miniſter of 
truth, whom the infatuated monarch cauſed to 
be confined in a dungeon, with no- other ſub- 
kiſtence than bread and water, till, as he vainly 
preſumed, he ſhould return victorious. So 
eager are frail mortals in purſuit.of power, and 
fo innattentive to the warnings God in mercy. 


| Benhadad's violation of his promiſe to Ahab, 
of reftoring the Iſraelites poſſeſſions, by retain- 
ing Ramoth-Gilead, gave riſe to this hoſtile 
confederacy of the kings of Iſrael and Judah 
againſt the Syrians, whom the allied monarchs 
found prepared to reſiſt, when they came to 
attack the place with their combined forces. 
Benhadad's officers. were commanded to 
take particular aim againſt Ahab; who as a 


means 
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means of evading the judgment denounced 
by Micaiah, aſſumed the habit of a private man, 
which had nearly proved fatal to Jehoſhaphat ; 
for he appeared with the enſigns of royalty, 
and therefore was cloſely aſſaulted by the Syrian 
troops from the idea he was the king of Iſrael, 
but when they diſcovered their miſtake deſiſted. 
As human policy cannot poſſibly evade divine 
vengeance, Ahab's diſguiſe did not ſhield him 
from the execution of the judgment denounced 
againſt him, for a Syrian drew a bow at a 
venture, which penetrated the joints of his 
harneſs, and mortally wounded him : who per- 
ceiving his end approach, commanded his 
charioteer to convey him from the field of 
battle, and expired in the evening. As Ahab's 
life was the main object of his enemies purſuit, 
when his death was proclaimed, the generals 
cauſed a retreat to be ſounded, and the armies 
diſperſed. Ahab's remains were conveyed to 
Samaria, and interred in the ſepulchre of the 
kings; but | agreeable to Elijah's prediction, 
the dogs licked his blood on the ſpot where 
Naboth's was ſhed ; for his armour, chariot, and 
harneſs, which were bloody in conſequence of 
his wounds, were brought to a pool in that 
place to be waſhed, where the dogs licked his 
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blood, according to the holy prophet's declara · 


Jehoſhaphat having thus miraculouſly eſcaped 
the dangers he had been involved 
B. C. 897. in, by combining with the king 
of Iſrael, whoſe iniquities had juſtly excited the 
divine diſpleaſure, returned to Jeruſalem; in 
the courſe of his journey, he was met by the 
prophet Jehu, who reproved him for having 
formed an alliance with ſo wicked a monarch 
as Ahab; but the prophet aſſured Jehoſhaphat, 
that the Almighty, in conſideration of his 
eminent virtues, and former reftitude, would 
pardon the offence. This token of ſpecial 
favour produced ſincere repentance in Jehoſha- 
phat, who from that period, increaſed his at- 
tention to the obſervance of God's ordinances 
and commandments, and took the greateſt care 
to excite his ſubjefts to the ſame. He alſo eſta. 
bliſhed ſalutary meaſures reſpefting the exer- 
ciſe and diſtribution of juſtice, and appointed 
proper officers to decide judicial concerns, and 
regulate the civil affairs of the kingdom. 


After theſe wiſe regulations, the Moabites 
and Ammonites prepared to engage Jehoſha- 

— near Jeruſalem. When 
Jehoſhaphat 
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tion, he proclaimed a faſt, and repaired to the 
temple, where in full convocation he invoked. 
the protection of God againſt the united efforts 
of his enemies: at the cloſe of this devout- 
invocation, a prophet ſtood up and declared, 
that God would grant Jehoſhaphat victory in the 
enſuing battle; which joyful prediction cauſed 
the whole aſſembly to join in thankſgiving to 
the Almighty. When the king advanced to 
battle, the prieſts and Levites accompanied with 
muſical inſtruments, ſang as they went before 
the army, Praiſe the Lord, for his mercy 
endureth for ever.” This ſolemn declaration 
of their confidence in God, ftruck the enemies 
forces with conſternation, and produced that 
confuſion, whichenſuredto Jehoſhaphat ſucceſs. 
On this occaſion much blood was ſhed#, and 
the ſpoil which was of immenſe value was 
divided amongſt the ſoldiers. When Jehoſha- 
phat and his forces returned to Jeruſalem in 
triumph, they repaired to the temple, and joined- 
with the people in praiſing God PI ns 
deliverance. 


* As the enemy fell on esch other, which produced a 
dreadful carnage, Jehoſhaphat gained the victory without 
6. 


Soon 
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Soon after this event, Jehoſhaphat who was 

venerated by his ſubjects, and reſpeied by 
foreign powers, fitted out ſhips to trade to 
Ophir in conjunction with Ahaziah king of 
Iſrael, but the project failed, and moſt of the 
ſhips were loſt*. 


Ahaziah of Iſrael, whom the Scriptures pro- 
nounce to have been a wicked monarch, ir 
the ſecond year of his reign, had the misfor- 
tune to fall through a lattice in the upper cham- 
ber of his palace in Samaria, and his life was 
deſpaired of in conſequence of the bruiſes he 
received. In this ſeaſon of danger, he is re- 
preſented to have implored the aſſiſtance of 
Beelzebub the God of Ekron, to whom he 
impiouſly ſent meſſengers to inquire. concern- 
ing his recovery; who being met by the pro- 
phet Elijah, were ſent back to Ahaziah with 
the awful tidings he ſhould aſſuredhy die of 
the diſeaſe he languiſhed under, becauſe he 
choſe to confide in the god of Ekron, as if 
there were no God who preſided over Iſrael. 
 Ahaziah being convinced from the deſcription 
whach the meſſengers gave of the perſon who 
delivered this ſentence, that it was Elijah, 


* Jchoſhaphat was reproved- for this meaſure by the pro- ; 


phet Eliezer, who predifted the loſs of the fleet . 
immediately 
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immediately ſent three officers-with parties of 


fifty. men under their command, who: were 
commiſſioned to ſeize Elijah. The two firſt 
parties were deſtroyed by fire from heaven; 
but the laſt officer who was employed to ap- 
prehend the prophet, apologized for the 
nature of his errand, and implored him to ſpare 
his. life, and go to the king: which he accord- 
ingly. did, and then confirmed the ſubſtance 
of the firſt. meſlage he had ſent by his meſſen- 
gers who were going to conſult the God of 
Ekron. Ahaziah, agreeable to Elijah's pre- 
tiftions; kan d bed till he died, which hap- 
pened ſoon after the prophet's awful rebuke. 
As this monarch left no ſon, his brother Jo- 
ram or rue $a ſucceeded him in the ind 
ment of Lrach,:. os 79h 


As the Moabites who were rats 
kings of Iſrael, had rebelled againſt Ahaziah, 
Joram on his acceſhon to the throne, im- 
plored Jehoſhaphat's aſſiſtance to reduce 
them to obedience. When Joram had 
formed an alliance with the king of Judah, 
they alſo aſſociated with them, the king, 
or viceroy of Edom, and advanced towards 
Moab through the wilderneſs of Edom; 
but in the courſe of their journey expe- 
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rienced great diſtreſs for want of water: in this 
exigent ſtate they wiſhed to have recourſe to a 
prophet, but knew not where to apply, as 
Elijah had been miraculouſly tranſlated into 
heaven in a fiery chanot. They were foon 
relieved from this difficulty, by one of the 
king of Iſrael's ſervants declaring that Elijah 
previous to his departure, had diſpenſed a 
double portion of the holy ſpirit to Eliſha his 
diſciple, who in divine predictions was become 
as famous as his late maſter. In conſequence 
of this intelligence, the three kings repaired to 
the prophet, who reproached the king of 
Iſrael for his idolatries ; but in conſideration 
of Jehoſhaphat's virtues, called for a minſtrel to 
play before him, and then imparted the joyful 
tidings, that if they would make ditches the 
Lord would fill them with water, and enſure 
fully accompliſhed, by their quickly receiving 
an ample refreſhment of water, and their victory 
was alſo obtained by the following mira- 
culous means: the Moabites, being aware of the 
enemies progreſs, prepared to aſſault them, 
and miſtaking the effect of the ſun beams on 
the water for blood, petitzoned- their king to 
rifle the enemies camp; as-they-imagined a 


| dreadful carnage had enſued, in conſequence 


1 400 


1 7 ] | 

ef ſome diſpute between the confederatedpowers: 
When theſe bold adventurers ruſhed into their 
adverſaries encampment, they met with a ſpirited 
repulſe, and were obliged to retreat. The 
confederated kings purſued, took poſſeſſion 
of cheir cities, cattle, and other valuable poſ- 
ſeſſions, and blocked up the king of Moab in 
his beſt fortified poſt Kir-haraſeth. The king 
ſeeing his enemies were likely to carry the place; 
ſought to break throngh his opponents lines, but 
could not effett his paſſage, which plunged him 
into ſuch a fit of diſtreſs as to ſacriſice his own 
eldeſt ſon on the walls of the city: the event 
excited the compaſſion and indignation of his 
combined foes at this melancholy ſpectacle, 
repaired to their reſpettive dominions. 


Four years before the concluſion of Jehoſhav 
phat's reign, he admitted his for” © | © + 
Jehoram to take a ſhare in the e 893. 
government of ' Judah ; aſter this he ſought 
the pleaſures of retirement, enjoyed uninter- 
rupted peace, and died at Jeruſalem univer- 
fally regretted by his ſubjects, who revered his 
memory, and ſhewed every poſſible token of 
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his power to the impious purpoſe of 
fubverting his father's wiſe and devout regula- 
tions, and turned to groſs idolatry, and its 
conſequent enormitiess At this period, the 
kingdoms of Iſrael and Judah appear to have 
been united in intereſt and purſuit; the affinity 
fubliſting between the two kings, and the ſimi- 
larity of their iniquities, cemented the family 
compatt into national unity: which from its 
impious foundation, involved both ſtates in great 
fufferings and miſery. Theſe wicked monarchs 
were inſtigated to the execution of the moſt 
— crepe influence of the two 
was the widow of Ahab, eee 117 OI 
King of Ifracl; and the latter the daughter of 
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.- Jehoſhaphat was en ee . 
2 the commencement 
of his reign, with the cruel maſſacre of his 
numerous brethren, even of thoſe who were 
young and placed under ptoper tutors, in order 
; to 
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to be educated ſuitable to their rank. He alſo 
ſacrificed all the perſons in power who oppoſed, 
or manifeſted ' a diſapprobation 10n of the mea- 
ſorbed in idolatry » and zealouſly * orſhipped | 
Baal, whoſe prieſts Elijah had cauſed to be 
put to death; that holy prophet a ſhort time 
before his tranſlation to heaven, had written 
to reprove him for this heinous tranſgreſſion, 
and predicted the almoſt general extirpation 
of his race, and the peculiar circumſtances of 
the diſeaſe which would cauſe his death. The 
firſt inſtance of divine diſpleaſure which this 
flagitious monarch received, was the defeftion 
of the Edomites, who refuſed to pay their 
accuſtomed tribute. In conſequence of this 
revolt, Jehoram marched againſt them, and” 
ſubdued their forces; but they ſoon after 
recovered ſufficient ſtrength to ſet up a king 
of theit own, and thereby ſhook off the 
yoke of Jacob, which - Iſaac had prediſted the 
poſterity of Efau ſhould effect. The revolt of 
the Edomites induced the people of Libnah 
alſo to rebel, and Jehoram's impiety cauſed 

his ſubjects to practiſe _ ny wich 
impunity. 0314 
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Whilſt Judah. was in this degenerated Rate, 
Eliſha diſtinguiſhed himſelf in Iſrael by won- 
derful interpolitions, on behalf of the people; 
which appear to have made a great impreſſion 
thoſe only will be related that have immediate 


Eliſha receiving information that a treaſon- 
able conſpiracy was formed againſt Joram the 
king of Iſrael's life, by Benhadad king of Syria, 
counteratted the baſe purpole by warning him of 
his danger. The Syrian provoked chat his de- 
ligas were fruſtrated, ſought the life of Eliſha, as. 
he ſuſpetted him to be the cauſe : and therefore 
feat a powerful force in purſuit of him to 
Dothan. When Eliſha's ſervant beheld ſuch 
formidable numbers, he exclaimed: Alas, my 
, maſter, how ſhall we do!“ The holy man of 
God ſupported by divine ſtrength, | exhorted 
his faithful domeſtic to have .confidence in 
God; and imploring the Almighty to open 
the young man's eyes, he beheld Eliſha ſur- 
rounded with horſes and chariots.of fire. The 
prophet then beſought God to ſmite his foes 
with blindneſs or a- deluſive fight, which 

came 


[ 45 1 


came 10 gs: „He then — and told 
them they had miſtaken their road, but if they 
would: follow him, he would direct them to 
the object of their purſuit, and accordingly 
conducted them to Samaria. On their arrival 
at that city, the prophet-prayed to God 'their 
light might be reſtored; who when - their eyes 
were opened, were aſtoniſhed to behold them. 


elves in the enemies country and: power. Jo. 

ram zealous to improve this advantage, pro- 
poſed putting the Syrians to death, to which 
the prophet would not conſent; but ex- 
horted they might be treated with hoſpitality, 
to which Joram aſſented, and (accordingly 
liberally 'entertained ben. aſter which they 
en to ** es nf 25 


[Seo fad e hee de eee king of 

Syria collected u powerful army, and beſieged 
Joram king of Ifrael : in Samarla: in cbnſe- 
quence of whivh, the inhabitums of Mat eity 
were” ſorely preſſed by famine, ihat raged with 
ſuck violence an aſs's head was "fold! for 

fourfcofe pieces of ſilver (equal in vulue to. 

nine pounds ſterling) and a meaſure of pulſe 

for ſive pieces; worth e ee eleven 
ER v.27 4d ons (Iderbiino> 
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to ſacrifice her.child, ſhe had: not reſolution to 
perpetrate the exectable deed, and ſo violated 
her promiſe. This was the ſubſtance of the 
grievance ſubmitted to Joram, who was ſo 
mach aſſected with the narration, he rent his 
— Leng n | 
91841 182 os don 
The prophet Eliſha ee , thi 
famine, had warned his kind hoſteſs Who re- 
fided at Shunem, to ſlee out of the kingdom 
to avoid its fatal influence ; while himſelf went 
to relide with the aſſembly of prophets, till 
compelled by the Syrian army to take refuge 
in the city of Samaria. The extremities the 
inhabitants of that place were driven to, incited 
the king's ſuſpicion that Eliſha had been warp- 
ed to the Syrian intereſt, in permitting ſuch 
evils a. affli& the land, when his efficacious 
prayers could have produced the a 
plenty: this opinion appears to have been 
conſiderably augmented by the circumſlance 
ol that domeſtic affligion juſt recited, which 
operated 
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operated ſo powerfully on Joram's feelings, he 
exclaimed, that Eliſha's head ſhould atone for 
the diſtreſſes of the people. With the zeal 
of reſentment urged by diſtreſs, Joram diſ- 
patched an officer to execute the unjuſt and 

cruel commiſſion ; Eliſha's prophetic ſpirit 
had warned him of this aſſault againſt his life, 
accordingly when the meſſenger arrived, he 
was inveighing againſt the king of Iſrael's 
cruelty, to the elders who were with him. 
With the fortitude of a divine miniſter, 
Eliſha prevented the executioner's entrance 
into the houſe, till the king himſelf appeared, 
with whom he expoſtulated on the cruelty of 
facnficing an innocent individual, when the 
grievance complained of was a judgment from 
heaven. Joram deprecated Eliſha as the 
ſource of his and the people's misfortunes, 
and upbraided him for not offering one prayer 
to God on his behalf. The holy man of God 
had too great a knowledge of human nature 
not to know, that exceſs of grief is inclined to be 
clamorous, and without due conſideration of the 
juſtice of the reproaches, which diſtreſs excites: 
this probably cauſed Eliſha to obviate the un- 
merited aſperſions, and being inſpired, declared 
that the day following there ſhould be a mira- 
culous ſupply of proviſions in Samara, inſomuch 
: TH that 
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ſhekel of filver, and the other necefſaries of 
life proportionably cheap. This aſſertion bore 
fo little the appearance of probability, ſome of 
the king's attendants reprobated the idea; but 
Joram, though he had but little faith in the 
prediction, deferred executing his refentment 
againſt the prophet, till he ſaw the event. 


apparent flight cauſes often produce important 
events, which as inftruments of divine power, 
tend to the eftabliſhment, or ſubverſion of 
human proſperity ; and the following intereſt- 
ing circumſtances bear evidence thereof. 
At the time the famine raged in Samaria, 
there were four leprous perſons refided without 
the gates of the city (for by the Moſaic diſ- 
penſation, that diſeaſe cut off all communication 
with the reſt of Mankind) and the dearth of 
proviſions within, excluded theſe afflicted per- 
ſons from the hope of obtaining any ſuſtenance: 
in this forlorn and diſtreſſed condition, as their 
laſt reſource, the lepers refolved to yield them- 
ſelves to the mercy of the enemy. The reſolve 
was deſperate, but not more ſo than their 
firuation ; they therefore with the temerity of ex- 
tremecxigency repaired to the Syrian camp, to 
= ſeek 
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ſeek the relief their necſſies ſv urea 
e 


: . 


they were amazed to find the tents ſtored with 


proviſions and treaſures, but wholly uninhabited. 
hunger, they departed and took ſome of the 


ſpoil with them which they hid, and returned 
to obtain freſh plunder. Then their conſciences 


ſmote them for not communicating theſe im- 
portant tidings to the king. Accordingly they 


went and called to the porter of the gate of 
the city, and told him the Syrians were all fled 


and had left their tents and horſes and all be- 


hind them. Their aſſertions were at firſt ſuſpetted 


to be aſtratagem formed by the Syrians to enſnare 
the Ifraelites; but on examination, the lepers 
evidence was diſcovered to be literally true, 


for the Syrians had precipitately fled, in con- 


ſequence of the Lord of hoſts having cauſed 


them to hear a an extraordinary noiſe, apparently 

like the ſound of horſes, chariots, and armour, 
which they imagined were. mercenary forces 
Joram had hired of the Hittites and eppes 
N them. | 
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This apprehenſion produced their haſty flight, 
which ſecured the Ifraclites from further 
aſſaulta, and relieved them from the calamity of 
famine; for amongſt the valuable ſpoil the 
afftighted Syrians left behind them, there was 
an immenſe quantity of proviſions, ſo abundant, 
that flour was fold in Samaria the very day, 
according to the price ſpecified by Eliſha. 


A further inſtanceof the holy prophet's mira- 
culous influence, was manifeſted by the reply 
he made to a nobleman, who had declared 
againſt the poſſibility of the ſupply of pro- 
viſions foretold by Eliſha; for his unbelief 
he informed him, he ſhould ſee but not taſte 
therm. Accordingly being appointed to ſtand 
at the gate of the city, to prevent tumults in 
the general demonſtration of joy, while he 
was thus employed, he was trampled to death 
by the multitude. Such are the judgments 
that await ſcoffers, and a diſtruſt of divine 


promiſes Whack ure Wc and caſtle 
of deliverance! 


The prophet, ſoon PR Gobi repaired 
B.C. 890. 0 Damaſcus: when his arrival 


in that city was made known, Ben- 


- ox bates n that time was 
ſick, 


1 


ſick, ſent Hazael with preſents of great value 
to Eliſha, and to inquire reſpecting his recovery. 
Hazael executed theſe orders, and was aſſured 
by the man of God that Benhadad would not live; 
but told him he might conceal this intelligence 
from the afflifted monarch, who, though he 
might have recovered of his ſickneſs, would 
die by ſome other means. In the courſe of 
this interview, Eliſha wept, which led Ha- 
zael to aſk the cauſe of his grief; to whom 
the prophet replied, © he wept at the idea of 
that miſery Hazael would cauſe the Iſraelites 
to endure, whoſe cruelties he alſo pathetically 
. enumerated. As a proof of the blindneſs of 
human nature to its own. frailty, and inability 
to reſiſt temptation, Hazael, when he heard 
the melancholy detail of the enormities he 
was to commit, contemned the prediction, by 
eagerly replying, Is thy ſervant a dog, that 
he ſhould do this? After which the prophet 
informed Hazael, it had been revealed to him 
he was to reign over the Syrians. When Ha- 
zael returned, he informed Benhadad that the 
. Prophet told him he ſhould ſurely recover; 
but, to prevent it, on the ſucceeding, day, 
he murdered his king and maſter, and reigned 
in his ſtead: and notwithſtanding he conſidered 
the prediction of his future enormities not 
compatible 
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of human tranſgreſſions, he, in the courſe of 
his reign, literally fulfilled the ee wee 
of cruelty and guilt. oy 


During Eliſha's abſence on his Syrian miſ- 
fon, the king of Iſrael ſought to know many 
particulars of this holy man's aftions from his 
leproſy, for his conduft in taking a reward 
whom the prophet had cured of that diſeaſe. 
hani ran after him, and, by falſhoods, in the 
name of his maſter, obtained much for his 
on uſe, for which he was puniſhed with the 
leproſy that Naaman had been miraculouſly 
delivered from. In order to reconcile the 
ſeeming improbability, that a perſon under 
theſe calamitous circumſtances ſhould be ad- 
mitted into the royal preſence, proper pre- 
cautions undoubtedly were taken, and the king 
ealily overcame ſome ſcruples, to gain informa- 
tion reſpeRting ſuch a venerated perſon as Eliſha. 
Amongſt other miracles, Gehazi related the 
recovery of the Shunamite's child, which led 
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to the account of their firſt conneflion, which 
was as follows: 


This Shunamite having frequently obſerved 
the prophet to paſs by her houſe as he went 
through Shunem, prevailed on her huſband to 
build him a chamber on the wall, with every 
requiſite convenience to accommodate him 
when he journied that way. Eliſha being de- 
ſirous to teſtify his gratitude for this fignal in- 
ſtance of beneſicent piety, demanded of the 
'Shunamite, as a reward for the kindneſs be 
had beſtowed, whether ſhe would be fpoken 
for to the king or the captain of the hoſt. As 
this good woman's attention to the holy pro- 
pphet evidently proves her to have been à de- 
vout perſon, her reply, that ſhe choſe to dell 
amongſt her own people, manifeſts The had 
acquired the valuable attainment of ſetting juſt 
bounds to her deſires. As this Shunamite 
poſſeſſed riches, the holy prophet might think 
the moſt acceptable return he could make to her 
kindneſs, would be to introduce her in the 
line in which honours were conferred; which, 
with the moderation of genuine virtue, the fe- 
fuſed, from the juſt idea, perhaps, they would 
prove a ſnare. Thus circumſtanced, the pro- 
Lab is repreſented to have been embarraſfed 
what 
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what gift to beſtow, which gave occaſion for 
Gehazi his ſervant to ſuggeſt the Shunamite 
had no child; accordingly, the man of God 
ſent for his benefaftreſs, and announced to her 
the pleaſing aſſurance, that ſhe ſhould have a 
fon. In due time, a ſon was born, but when 
he became old enough to attend his father to 
the reapers, he was ſuddenly taken ill, and on 
being brought home to his mother, died in 
of her faith, laid the child on the prophet's 
bed as ſoon as he expired, and haſtened to 
Eliſha, who was then at Mount Carmel. When 
this afflifted woman approached the man of 
God, ſhe fell at his feet, and related the 
 mournful event of her ſon's death; Eliſha 
been revealed to him, but, with the zeal of 
holy fnendſhip, diſpatched Gehazi to lay the 
Kaff he gave him on the dead child. The 
ditrefſed mother, from the faith ſhe had in 
Eliſha, beſought him to go himſelf to the child, 
Which he accordingly did, and after having 
| Rretched himſelf upon the corpſe and implored 
God's mercy and power to reſtore the youth to 
life, he called her in and told her to take up her 
_ reſtored fon, which ſhe did to her inexpreſſible 
comfort, and the glory of God. Gehazi alſo 

related 
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related dhe elrcumſtance of Elitha ſending this 
good woman and her family out of the king 
dom into the country of the 'Philitines, to 
avoid the famine before "deſcribed - and had 
ſcarcely finiſhed the intereſting recital, before 
the Shunamite | opportunely came to petition 
the king to reſtore her lands, which had been 
confiſcated during her abſence. Theſe ſeveral 
circumſtances could not fail to operate greatly | 
in her favout':| ſo much that the king, from 
the opinion he had of her merit, 20d Eliſha 
attachment to her intereſt, not only reſtored 
her lands, but commiſſioned officers to re- 
fund the ſeven years income that had been 
detained. Thus is true charity rewarded, though 
it ſeeks no ee e ee 
and 8 e e 
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: Apdiattig of Judah, ded Bees 
appeared in a lamentable) lat, we muſt revert 
' tothe peculiar circumſtances; of Jchoram the 
king of Judah's guilt, which wers aggravated by 
monar the one utt 
an 2 
but imperfett obedience, * involved their re- 
2 „ in guilt, condemnation, 

and 
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and miſery. The revolt of the Edomites and 
already related, and alſo-the token of divine 
and fent to Jehoram in writing; it is now 
proper to recite * fallen of - that awful 
prediction. ul : e o: P 17 


A eee eee ee 
Judah's tranſgreſſions, the Philiſtines and Ara- 
Soon after this, another part. of the prophet's 
declaration, Jehoram was ſeized with an inter- 
nal diſeaſe, that preyed upon him for two 
vam, and was of ſuch a malignant nature, it 
ed his, bowels to core out. and he expired 
in encruciating pain. In conſideration of the 
noxious-maledy- this monarch died of, he was 
buried in @ ſepulchre by himſelf, and not ho- 
noured with a royal interment. [Jehotam 
reigned eight years, four jointly with Jeho- 
 Gaphat his father, and the remaining part by 
| himſelf; and, in conſequence of the diſeaſe he 
laboured under about a. year. before his death, 

he 


K  } 
be ade e ſon. Jehoahaz or (as he i is at 
called) Ahaziah, viceroy, Who when Bd 


Jehoram died, ſucceeded bim 8 
the ane of Judah. 


: 


Joram king of Iſrael YE Benhadad's deceaſe, 
and 'Hazael's uſurpation of the government of 
Syria, raiſed a large army for the recovery of 
Ramoth-Gilead, which to his anceſtors had 
often proved an unfortunate attempt. 
render the ſucceſs of this enterpriſe leſs doubt- 
ful, Joram requeſted Ahaziah the king of 
Judah, who had recently ſucceeded his father, 
to accompany him in his expedition. "This 
young monarch was wholly -1nfluenced by 
his mother Athaliah and her wicked par- 
 tifans, by whoſe petſuaſion, and being alſo 
neatly allied, he confederated with the king of 
Iſrael againſt the "Syrians, which afforded 
Hazael the fatal opportunity 'of exercj 
thoſe atrocious cruelties, which the prophet 
Eliſha hat foret61d he would inlet on a the 
inhabitaints of Judah and Ifrael. = 


In conſequence of theſe combined opera- 
tions, the city of Ramoth-Gilead was taken, 
though the conqueſt proved fatal to Joram 
king of Ifrael; who having received a deep 


wound, 


% 
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wound, was under the neceſſity of returning to 
Jezreel to ſeek. relief, conſigning his army to 
the care of Jebu, who by his {kill and valour 
. ſoon reduced the city: whilſt probably Aha- 


mah king of Judah repaired to * 


un was the intention of God to appoint 
Jebu king over Iſrael, the prophet Eliſha ſent 
one of his diſciples to Ramoth to anoint Jehu 
privately, and inform him he was by divine 
Greftion inveſted with royalty, to be the in- 
Arument of executing vengeance againſt 
Ahab's race, whom he was enjoined to extir- 
pate, with the command not even to ſuffer 
the impious Jezebel to eſcape. _ When the 
prophet had anointed Jehu, he fled from the 
houſe to avoid interrogatories reſpeting the 
import of his miſſion. After the prophet's de- 

parture, the officers demanded of Jehu what 
had been the buſineſs of the extraordinary 
perſon who had juſt left him, to whom i in con- 
fidence, Jehu revealed the nature and impor- 
tance of his errand; who immediately paid 


homage to their newly elected ſovereigh, 
and joyfully proclaimed him by ſound of trum- 
pet. As the wounded: king was ſtill at 
Jezreel on account of the hurt he had received, 


Jew reſolved to ſurpriſe bim at that place; 


for 
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for which purpoſe he enjoined bis ſoldiers t 10 
ſecrecy, and repaired to the ſuburbs of Jeareel 
with all poſſible expedition. When they ap- 


proached the city, Jehu mounted his chariot, 


which being noticed, the intelligence was 


communicated to Joram, who ſent meſſengers 
to inquire whether the troops that approached 
him were peaceably inclined, or had been 
defeated by the Syrians, or what was the 
matter of their ſudden coming and in ſuch 
- haſte? whom Jehu commanded to fall back 
in the rear. This' made the king reſolve to 
go in perſon accompanied by Ahaziah king 
of Judah, who had come to Jezreel to -pay 
Joram a viſit whilſt he lay confined on account 
of his wound. When Joram queſtioned Jehu 
reſpecting the ſtate of his troops, he received 
no other reply than harſh invectives againſt 
Jezebel his mother, accompanied by reproaches 
concerning his own idolatry, and other enor- 
mities, attended with tokens of his hoſtile 
intentions, which convinced Joram that de- 
ſtruction awaited him. Thus beſet, the affright- 
ed monarch exclaimed to Ahaziah, they were 
betrayed ; but before he could turn his chanot 
or take any other meaſure to ſecure his ſafety, 
Jehu pierced him to the heart with an -arrow, 
and commanded 0 one of his officers to caſt the 


king's 
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king's body into Naboth's field, that it might 
there be Ur oj. bc. 
of the prophet Elijah. 


Ahaziah in order to avoid Jehw's reſentment, 
endeavoured to effeft his eſcape through a pri- 
vate road that led to a houſe in the garden; 
but Jehu ſent in purſuit of him, in conſequence 
of which he was overtaken at the aſcent of 
Gur, and fo deſperately wounded - that he 
Expired when he arrived at Megiddo, and 
was carried to Jeruſalem, to. be interred 
in the ſepulchre of his anceſtors, 
B. © We ae having governed Judah for 
the ſpace of one year. He left an only child 
named Joaſh. 


If we trace the various circumſtances that 
conlpired to effect the fatal cataſtrophe of the 
monarchs of Iſrael and Judah, the inquiry can- 
not fail to inſpire us with a proper ſenſe of the 
juſtice and wiſdom of Divine Providence, whoſe 
attributes are univerſally exerted in rewarding 
virtue, and puniſhing vice. The effects of 
almighty juſtice are evidently diſplayed, in 
making ſuch a ſignal example of flagrant offen- 
ders, by cauſing the juſt puniſhment Joram re- 
ceived, to be inflifted on the ſpot where his 


anceſtor 
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anceſtor ſo atrociouſſy had tranſgreſſed, and by 
involving Ahaziah in the atonement; not only- 
becauſe he was of Ahab's race, but on account 
of his confederacy with Joram; Which rendered 
the extirpation of both neceſſary conſiſtent 
with the equity of divine retribution, and the 
faith of promiſes declared by the mouth of 
inſpiration, which is the ſtream of truth eres 
from „ 1 _—_ 15 £7 3% 


During the WP of Aan REI 
ceeded to the palace at Jezreel, where Je- 
zebel the queen dowager, who had been in- 
formed of her ſon's fate, was waiting his 
arrival, with a degree of arrogant contempt 

that did not ſuit her condition: hoping by this 
haughty conduR, to inſpire the conqueror with 
reſpect, or perhaps admiration; as ſhe is repre- 
ſented to have been painted and gaily attired. 
When Jehu entered the palace, Jezebel in a 
ſarcaſtic manner inquired of him whether he 
expected a greater reward for his rebellion, 
than Zimri had experienced. As this oblique | 
charge of being 4 regicide, could not fail of 
exciting Jehu's reſentment, he made no reply, 
bat commanded Jezebel to bethrown out of the 
window; in obtdience to his ĩnjunction ſhe va 
cite II and in her fall 


was 
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was daſhed againſt the wall, on which ſome of 
wards trampled to death by the horſes in Jehu's 
ment, he ordered Jezebel to be interred, in 
conſideration of her being a king's daughter; 
but in ſearching for her remains, only her ſkull, 
the palms of her hands, and ſoles * 
could be found: for the reſt of her body 
devoured by dogs, ION to —_ 
r 5 


| All Ahab's poſterity being, included in the 
Ac 884. n denounced by the prophet, 
Jehu reſolved, in obedience to the 
divine command, and to ſecure his own quiet 
poſſeſſion of the throne, to extirpate the whole 
race; and as that wicked monarch had left 
ſeventy ſons and grand-children, . who were 
under tutelage in Samaria, Jehu propoſed not 
to enter the capital, till he ſaw how the young 
princes governors. ſtood affeRed to their pupils 
intereſt, and the revolution in the ſtate. In 
order to make this important diſcovery, he 
politically ſent letters ſpeciouſly to exhort them 
to ſelett one of the moſt promiſing of Ahab's 
fons, and inveſt him with royalty to fight for 
their maſter's houſe, As the governors were 
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aware of the ſtratagem, it produced 'the leg 
Jehu deſired; for they rather choſe to ſacriſſce 
the young princes committed to their charge, 
than expoſe themſelves to the xeſentment of 
ſuch a conquetor.. Being influenced by this 
powerful incentive, the timid guardians of the 
young princes, ſent a depptation to inform 
Jehu, they would implicitly obey his com- 
mands, and execute them with all poſſible ex- 
pedition when his will was made known. 
Theſe unlimited tokens of obedience, coincided 
To entirely with Jehu's purpoſes and wiſhes, 
he required the governors, as the firſt fruits of 
their promiſed obedience, to have all the young 
princes put to death, whoſe heads he com- 
manded to be delivered in baſkets to him the 
ſucceeding day. As a proof of their readineſs 
to execute Jehu's will, the governors made | 
haſte to preſent the ſanguinary gift on the night 
the orders were iſſued; and Jehu commanded 
them to be laid in heaps at the gate of Jezreel. 
On the morrow, the elders preſented them- 
ſelves before him on that Tot, where the heads 
of the ſeventy | princes were laid: when Jew 


beheld the horrid | ſpeflacle, he alleged that 


himſelf and they were equally i innocent or guilty 


concerning the "murder, but the ſpecial hand 
of God was in it* though he i in part acknow- 


Vor. I. K ledged 
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Tedged his conſpiracy againſt Joram king of 
Ifracl, and withal declared his fixed determina. 
ton to deſtroy Ahab's poſterity, relations, 
prieſts, and counſellors ; all of whom he put 
to the ſword before he left Jezreel. 


| Ater having ed dis Jehy. advanced 
towards Samaria, and in his way thither 
met forty-two princes of the houſe of Judah, 
who were going to teſtify their reſpect to 
Joram, and his court, ignorant of the calami- 
ries they were involved in. Theſe unfortunate 
travellers from their affinity and relationſhip to 
Ahab, by Jehu's command were alſo ſlain on 
the ſpot, In the progreſs of Iehu's journey, 
| he was met by Jehonadab the ſon of Re- 
chab (of the ſtock of Jethro, father-in-law to 
Moſes) whom he kindly greeted; and. invited 
to mount his chariot, and attend him to Sama- 
ria, that he might there behold his, zeal in the 
ſervice of the Lord, On their arrival in the 
city, jehu cauſed even Ahab's moſt diſtant 
relations to be deſtroyed, which was the means 
of effeftyally extirpating his race, agreeable 
to the prophet's prediftions., To prevent alſo 
the eſcape of the falſe prophets. and idolatrous 
priefts employed in the ſervice; of Baal, he 
pretended it was his intention to increaſe the 
mY reverence 
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reverence paid to their deity. In token of his 
zeal, he cauſed a ſolemn feaſt to be proclaimed, 
to which he ſummoned the prieſts, prophets, 
arid votaties of Baal, and their abſence 
was to be puniſhed with death. In conſe- 
quence of this ſpecious veneration for the 
honour of Baal, its prieſts, in their pompous 
veſtments, and the worſhippers afſembled at the 
time appointed for the ſolemnization of the 
feſtival, attended with the pageantry of their 
impious inftitutions. Whilſt thefe deluded - 
people were preparing to offer their ſacrifices, 
previous to the celebration of the profane 
rites, Jehu commanded a party of his troops 
to enter the temple, and put the miniſters and 
congregation of Baal to the ſword; but toprevent 
involving innocent perſons in this carnage, he 
commanded all who were not the votaries of 
Baal to depart from the temple, leſt their un- 
hallowed preſence ſhould defile the ſanctity of 
the place: by which politic manceuvre the 
guilty only were puniſhed. After having thus 
cut off the evil miniſters of Baal, Jehu caufed 
all the idols, and other ſymbols of this falſe deity 
to be deſtroyed : the temple alſo he broke down 
and made it a draught houſe, and aboliſhed the 
whole of this idolatrous worſhip. 


n Jehu 
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Jeu did not confine his reſentment againſt 
that deity to Samaria, but extended it to the 
utmoſt bounds of Iſrael ; for in divers parts of 
the country temples had been erefted to this 
too general object of the people's adoration. 
The deſtruction of Ahab's race, and the ſubver- 
fion of the worſhip of Baal, prove that the 
judgments of God are certain in their effects, 
though the execution for wiſe purpoſes is ſome- 
times delayed; this delay, however, which is the 
natural effe&t of divine mercy, ought not to con- 
firm us in our iniquities : as the hiſtory of man- 
kind from the earlieſt records, bears convincing 
proofs that the neglect of divine worſhip, 
and diſobedience to God's commands, are 
ever attended with immediate puniſhment or 
future deſtrution : the wages of fin is death ! 


But notwithſtanding Jehu had deſtroyed Baal, 
he permitted the Iſraclites to worſhip the golden 
calves of Jeroboam with impunity ; for which 
he was reproved and viſited by God, in cauſ- 
ing Hazael king of Syria to prevail againſt 
him, who in his ſucceſſes committed, all the 
cruelties Eliſha had foretold. In conſideration 
of Jehu's zeal in extirpating Ahab's race, God 
promiſed that his poſterity ſhould govern Iſrael 
N till 
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till the fourth ed which ep 
was fulfilled. 1 


A this + Feten it is Peper to revert to 
the kingdom of Judah, where Athaliah the 


mother of Ahaziah, had aſſumed the govern- 


ment after her ſon's: death. This impious 
queen ſtrove. not only to ſubvert the worſhip 
of the only true God and' ſettle the worſhip 
of Baal, but, endeavoured to efface the very 
remembrance of his mercies from Judah. 
She was ſo exaſperated at the death of her 
ſon Ahaziah, of Jezebel, and the houſe of Ahab, 
and the forty-two princes, by the hand of Jelw, 
ſhe reſolved to extirpate, if poſſible, the 
whole race of David, that ſhe might ſatiate her 
revenge and defeat the promiſes of God, as 
to the ſucceſſion continuing in his line. 
God counteratted her wicked defign- and bar- 
barous xeſalve by- his timely interpoſition ; 
for whilſt Athaliah was executing her wrath 
againſt the remains of the houſe of Judah, 
by an act. of providence Jehoſheba ſiſter to 
Ahaziah the deceaſed monarch, and wife to 
Jehoiada the high prieſt, was conducted to 
the theatre of deſtrudtion. This well diſpoſed 
princeſs found means to preſerve Joaſh her 
brother's ſon from the effeQts of Athaliah's 

K 3 cruel 
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cruel rage, whom with his nurſe ſhe. conveyed 
out of the palace, notwithſtanding che jealous 
fearch of the queen. The royal infant who 
was then about à year old, being thus miracu- 
loully delivered, was carried to the temple, 
and there brought up with all poſſible care 
. 
. 


During the fix years of this interval, Atha- 
hal exerciſed the moſt deſpotic adminiſtration 
in Jadah, and by a cruel perſecution of the 
Faithful followers of the God of Iſrael, ſtrove 
to citabliſh the adoration of Baal unrivalled 
by the worſhip of any other deity. Her tyran- 
ny at length became ſo oppreſſive, Jehoiada 
thought it needful to put a ſtop to it by an- 
nouncing, and producing the remaining branch 
of David's poſterity, whom God had preſerved 
to fulk] his promiſes, and reſcue the people from 
oppreſhon. 


To effeft the meditated revolution, Jehoiada 
ſummoned ſome of the chiefs and elders of 
Judah, to whom he revealed the important 
circumſtances of Joaſh their young king's pre- 
ſervation : whom he preſented to them, after 
having bound them by the infect oaths 

| to 
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to ſeerety, and exhorted ein lo ſupport 
their ſovereign, and 'exett "themſelves in de- 
fence” öf "their Bberty and religion. As the 
light of the young monarch revived their truſt 
in the promifes made to their anceſtors, they 
unanimouſly agreed to gather forces and pro- 


claim Joaſh as their king, to whom they paid- 


homage, and took the oaths of allegiance. 


Whilſt the chiefs Were employed i in gaining a. 


ſtrong party of forces, Jehoiada lrengthened 
himſelf in the temple, by arming the prieſts and 
Levites, whom he detained out of their due 
courſes, All was conducted with great cau- 


tion; the temple was well fortified with armed. 
men, and the perſons employed without, ſecured 
5 powerful numbers to ag in n on the 


prepared, on ths day appointed, the young 


monarch was brotiglit oüt in Hate, attended by a 


numero trait of armed Levites, into the prieſts 
porch, white he Was afiointẽd and allo crowned: | 


by the high prieſt, and after having had the 
uſual 6#ths 3dminiſterell to him, was immediate- 


ly ſeatetl on the throne ; where he received the 
homage and plaudits of his people, who una- 
nimotſly ſhouted, “ Long hive | ling . 


nun this king!” | 
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| Theſe loud acclamations of joy, cauſed a 
multitude to furround the temple, amongſt 
whom was the diſmayed queen, who contrary 
to the Moſaic law ruſhed into the prieſts porch, 
from which by her ſex. and idolatry the was 
excluded. When Athaliah beheld the young 
monarch ſeated on the throne ſurrounded by 
armed men, ſhe rent her garments, and in the 
excels of her grief and ſurpriſe ruſhed into 
the midſt of them and loudly exclaimed, 
* treaſon, treaſon!” Jehoiada from the ap- 
prehenſion the Levites zeal would tempt them 
to pollute the temple, by ſhedding the impious 
queen's blood, commanded them to take her 

trom thence and put her to death, 


Immediately after the execution of theſe 
orders, Joaſh was conduRted from 
Nee palace, and the 
tidings of the joyful revolution were ſpread 
throughout the dominions of Judah. As 
Jehoiada was venerated by the body of 
the people, he availed himſelf of the uni- 
verſal joy that prevailed, to effe&t the total 
overthrow of Baal, and other profane. idols ; 
which he brought to a ſucceſsful iſſue, by 
exhorting the people to renew their covenant 
with the God of Iſrael, to renounce idolatry, 


and 


„ 

and uniformly adhere to the. divine inſtitutions 
of their holy religion. This propoſal was 
unanimouſly adopted, and as a token of the 
ſincerity of the new engagement they had en- 
tered into, the people deſtroyed the temple 
dedicated to the ſervice of Baal, and facrificed 
Mattan the chief prieſt of theſe profane 
rites, at the foot of his deity's altar: they 
alſo removed other relicks of 'idolatry which 


Athaliah and herwicked anceſtors had been the 


means of introducing into Judah. . 


The king's infant ſite cauſed Jehoiada to 
take an active part an the adminiſtration during 
his minority, who zealouſly ſought to eſtabliſh 


ſalutary meaſures in the civil and religious con- 


cerns of the kingdom. To promote the wel- 
fare of the nation, he exalted all thoſe to high 
poſts who had favoured the late revolution ; 
and to ſecure the bleſſing of God on the per- 
manent eſtabliſhment of the true religion, he 
reformed all the abuſes that had been intro- 
duced in divine worſhip; and as a further 
proof of his zeal prohibited ſtrangers and all 


perſons deemed unworthy, from entering the 


temple, which he endeavoured to reſtore to its 
priſtine holineſs : for during the late wicked 
reigns it had been ſhamefully profaned. 
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As Joaſh had been brought up by Jehoiada, 
with uncommon zeal for the ſervice of God, 
when he came out of his minority it was the 
chief objett of his care to repair the injury the 
temple had ſuſtained. from time, and other 
cauſes. To defray the charges that muſt 
thereby be neceſſarily incurred, he commanded 
the prieſts and Levites to take annual circuits 
throughout Judah, to raiſe contributions in 
the various cities of his dominions, excluſive 
of the poll-tax and redemption money, which 
he had appropriated to the purpoſe of paying 
for theſe repairs. As the redemption money 
was a kind of forfeit which conſtituted a part 
of the ſacerdotal revenue, the prieſts regarded 
its being converted to other purpoſes, as an 
infringement on their liberties, therefore but 
tardily executed the king's orders, which ex- 
cited his diſpleaſure ; inſomuch that he not 
only reproved them for their negligence, and 
abuſe of the ſacred money, but diſcharged them 
from receiving it in future, and conſigned the 
management of the whole concern to the high 
prieſt and proper officers. To forward the 
pious deſign, Joaſh cauſed a cheſt of capacious 
dunenſions, to be placed in ſome conſpicuous 
part of the temple, that therein the voluntary 
contributions of the people might be depoſited: 


whole 
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' whoſe liberality being proportioned to " 
zeal, a ſum amply ſufficient for the purpoſe was 
ſoon collefted, which was pan 2 diftri- 
buted to upright workmen, whoſe i integrity was 
ſo eminent, that when the repairs were com- 
_ pleted, they returned the overplus of the 
money into the king's treaſury, which with the 
ſum amaffed in the cheſt of contributions, was 
by Jehoiada the high prieſt's direction, employ- 


ed to provide utenſils of various kinds for the 


uſe of the temple: as ſubſtitutes: for thoſe 


Athaliah' had facrilegeoully taken from thence, 


and conveyed to the temple of Baal. Whillt 
Jehoiada lived, daily ſacrifices were public- 
ly offered; but after that good man's deceale, 
Joaſh degenerate 5 into the . 

praftices of his anceſtors. The BE Kew 
death of "Jehoiada, which happened | when. 


he had zttäfned the” advanced age of | one. 


hundred and chirty years, was univerſally la. 
mented by the people; ; who in conſideration 
of His ſignal piety and the ſervices he had ren- 
deted t he ſlate, buried him at Jeruſalem i in che 
ſepulckte bf f the + Kings. " 
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From the tenor of be . hiſtory, it as aps. 
pears that holy zeal in Judah expired Lich Je- 
K 6 hotada; 
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hoiada; as the people after his death ſoon re- 
lapſed into their former idolatrous worſhip, and 
introduced thoſe rites which the devout high 
prieſt had been ſo earneſt to extirpate. This 
daring inftance of ingratitude and diſobedience 
to the Supreme Being, was not puniſhed by an 
immediate judgment ; for God with his accuſ- 
tomed clemency firſt warned his ſinful people by 
the mouth of his prophets. But as they would 
not forlake the evil of their ways and perſevered 
in iniquity, God ſtirred up Hazael the king of 
Syria againſt them, who took the city of Gath, 
and afterwards advanced towards Jeruſalem. 
Joaſh being intimidated by the near approach 
of the enemy, entered into terms of accommo- 
dation with Hazael to prevent the ſacking of 
the metropolis, to whom he gave great treaſures 
even from the temple as a compromiſe: a 
flagrant violation of that ſacred reverence, which 
ſhould be extended to every thing conſecrated 
to holy . Among other inſtances of 
| enormity, Joaſh ordered Zachariah, the ſon of 
Jehoiada his friend and protector, to be put to 
death, for no other cauſe, than exhorting him 
ö courſes, as the means 

of avoiding che effects of divine diſpleaſure. 
Thus boly perſon in his dying moments fore- 
told 
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told that God would revenge his murder on 
the king and people, and which was a. preſage 
of the diſtreſs Hazael's incurſions occaſi- 
oned: Joaſh_ being obliged to give even the- 
ſacred treaſures as a ranſom for his liberty, 


which evidently ome * exigency of his 
ſituation. 


5 es ih event, be was afflited 
with painful diſeaſes; and the friends of 
Zachariah: and their country roſe up, and 
deprived him of life, ſlaying him in the 
houſe of Millo. His remains were depo- 
ſited with thoſe of his anceſtors in Jeruſa- 
lem, but not in the ſepulchre of the kings. 
The mixed character of this monarch ex- 
cites the contrary ſenſations of approbation 
and diſguſt; though the latter preponderates, 
when we reflect, that pious principles had been 
inſtilled into him from the earlieft period of 
his life, which generally prove a ſolid founda- - 
tion for virtue: though from the frailty of human 
nature, not always an unerring antidote againſt 


Joaſh was ſucceeded in the government of 
Judah by Amaziah his ſon, who B C. 838 
was twenty - five years of age wen 125 

8 | 0 3 he 
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he aſcended the throne, which happened when 
Jehoahaz the fon of Jehu had reigned ſeventeen 
years over Ifracl., The intermediate ſpace 
previous to that event taking place in Iſrael, 
was attended with no ftriking circumſtances, ' 
Jeu died when he had reighed near twenty- 
eight years over Iſrael, and was buried in Sa- 
maria, whoſe ſon Jehoahaz ſucceeded him in 
the government. The idolatry praftifed in that 
kingdom had ſubjefted the people to various 
oppreſlions from the king of Syria, till Jehoa--, 
haz, by evident marks of a contrite ſpirit, ob- 
mined a miraculous deliverance from Hazael's 
power. And yet, notwithſtanding this token 
of divine favour, the Scriptures expreſsly ſpe - 
cify, Jehoahaz did not forfake the fins of Je- 
roboam's houſe, and the grove dedicated to 
profane and idolatrous rites till remained in 
Samaria. Thus was idolatry a conſtant ſtum- 
bling-block to the Iſraelites, and a perpetual 
incentive to increaſe their diſobedience to the 
divine commands. 


After the death 8 his ſon Joafli 
facceeded him in the government of Iſrael. 
He was indeed affociated with him three years 
before, but reigned not alone till the death of 
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his father, chen Joaſh king of Judah bad 


reigned thirty-ſeven years. This prince was 
not ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed for vices as his 
father. In his reign, Eliſha the prophet, now. 
far advanced in years, drew near his end, and 
this monarch viſited the holy man of God on 
his death- bed, over whom he wept, and lamented 
his approaching departure, with O my father, 
my father, the chariot of Iſrael, and the horſemen 
thereof!” which manifeſted not only the aſſection 


Joaſh bore to Elifha, but his deep ſenſe of the 


diftefled ſtate of his kingdom, and alſo the con- 
fidence he placed in his predictions. The pro- 
phet being affected with. theſe tokens. of af- 
fliction, commanded Joaſh to ſhoot an arrow 
eaſtward, towards Syria, which he' accordingly 
did, and. Eliſha. declared it was the arrow of 
the Lord's deliverance from Syria. He then 
bade Joaſh to ſmite ſome arrows on the ground. 
which he did chree times ſucceſſively, and 
ſtayed his hand; for which he was repro- 
ved by Eliſha, who informed him, had he 


continued to do ſo five or ſix times, he would 


have obtained the ſame number of victories 
over the Syrians, and have ruined their whole 
power; but as he had only ſmitten the ground 
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phet Eliſha died, regretted and - 
6.6. venerated, on account of the 
many miracles he had wrought in favour of 
Iſrael, through the power of God. As a proof 
of this holy man's divine miſſion, after his 
death a fingular event took place: as the 
burying a man (whom probably they had mur- 
dered) when they perceived they were pur- 
ſued and in danger of being taken, they 
caſt the corpſe into Eliſha's fepulchre, 
which, when it touched Eliſha's bones, was re- 
animated and ſtood on its feet. 


On Hazael's death, his fon Benhadad ſuc- 
ceeded to the government of Syria, over whom 
Joaſh obtained three victories, agreeable to the 
prediftions of Eliſha, which re-eſtabliſhed the 
before taken from them. 


Amaziah, who ruled over Judah, is expreſsly 
declared in Holy Writ to have done that which 
was right, but not as his anceſtor David had 
done; for the high places yet remained, on 
whach the people were permitted to offer their 
idolatrous facrifices, As a proof of Amaziah's 
| filial 
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filial piety, immediately on his acceſſion to 
. the throne, he reſolved to puniſh his father's 
murderers; but the children of the tranſ- 
greſſors were not included in the puniſhment, 


agreeable- to the rules of equity, and the 
injunttions contained in the un laws.* FI 


— . * 4 


againſt the Edomites, hired an B. C. 856. 
hundred thouſand valiant men of - * 

the king of Iſrael for an hundred, talents of 
ſilver. Previous to engaging in this important 
enterpriſe, Amaziah was warned by a a prophet 
to diſmiſs the Iſraetites ; which admonition was 
very unwelcome to the king of Judah, as he 
had given ſo large a ſam for the loan of the 
troops; but the man of God urging, that 
Providence could give him more talents than 
theſe, and diſpenſe gifts of greater importance, 
Amaziah, with reluQance, ſent the Ifraelites to 
their own country, who being highly diſpleaſed 
with their diſmiſſion, fell upon and ravaged all 
the cities of Judah they paſſed through. This 
laid the foundation of a bloody war and irre- 


concilable enmity between . n r w 
Iſrael and RIS W 
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wah his hoſtile operations againſt the 
Edomites, whom he conquered in the Valley 
of Sal, flaying ten thouſand of them, and 
taking as many captive ; after which, Selah 
their chief city and fortreſs was taken by ſtorm, 
and ten thouſand captives, by the conqueror's - 
command, were hurled from precipices which 
ſurrounded the city, and by that means were 
daſked to pieces. In conſequence of this vic- 
tory, Amaziah's heart was alienated from the 
God who had given him ſtrength in the day 
of battle to defeat his enemies; inſomuch that 


as the objefts of his adoration, and was ſo in- 
fatuated as to bow down and offer incenſe be- 


Amaziah, with the-daſtardly aſſurance of guilt, 


impatiently 


2 1 

impatiently exclaimed, *© Art thau made of che 
king's council? forbear, why ſhouldſt thou be 
ſmitten!” To which the holy man of God, 
know that God hath determined to deſtroy 
thee, becauſe thou haſt done this, and haſt not 
hearkened unto my counſel?” Thus circum- 
ſtanced, the idea of proſperity muſt neceſſarily 
vaniſh, and Amaziab's evil condu&t {plunged 
him and his country into many ſorrow-s. 
Notwichſtanding the rebuke he had ſo 
recently received by the voice of inſpira · 
tion, he continued to perſevere in the pride 
and folly of his ways; as an evident token uf 
which, he ſeat an inſolent challenge to Joalk 
king of Iſrael, expreſſed in theſe words, Come, 
and let us ſee one another, face to face?!” 
combat. As this wiſh ſeems to have ariſen 
from Amaziah's late victory over the Edomitesz 
Joaſh, on the other hand, had no leſs reaſon 
to think highly of his own valour, on account 
of the three ſignal victories he had obtained 
over the Syrians. Thus far the parties appear 
nearly equal, but when divine favour is placed 
in the ſcale. of Joaſh's pretenſions, it muſt un- 
queſtionably turn the balance in his favour. 
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Joaſh, ſenſible of his ſuperior force, ſent the 
following ſpirited and ingenious reply to Ama- 
iah: * The thiſtle that was in Lebanon, ſent 
to the cedar that was in Lebanon, ſaying, Give 
thy daughter to my ſon to wife: and there 
eee eee 
and trod down the thiſtle“ | : 


| This beautiful parable nated . 
reproof conſcious ſuperiority could frame *: 
| ſpeaking, or delivering meſſages in the form of 
an allegory, was an oblique mode of reproach 
uſed by the ancients to avoid the reſentment 
a direct charge would neceſſarily occaſion, but 
the concluſion of the meſſage Joaſh ſent, was 
more plain: Thou ſayeſt, lo, thou haſt 
ſmitten the Edomites, and thine heart lifteth 
thee up to boaſt: glory of this, and abide 
now at home, why ſhouldſt thou meddle to 
thine hurt, that thou ſhouldſt fall, eve thou 
pe r | 


, on. o 115 


is ſomething ſo noble in this caution, 
—_— fail to excite the admiration of a 


candid obſerver; as it breathes a greatneſs of 


* It was two much for the thiſtle to offer affinity to the 
cedar, mach more to make war againſt it. 


ſoul, 
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al, and that kind of | generous c compaſſion, 
which is the genuine effect of magnanimity. 


Amaziah being actuated by principles of a 
dire& contrary tendency, and exaſperated by 
the king of Iſrael's anſwer, haſtened to meet 
his' adverſary in battle. When the two armies 
arrived in the vicinity of Bethſhemeſh, that of 
Judah was totally defeated. Joſephus faith, 
that, at the commencement of the encounter, 
the troops of Amaziah turned their backs, and 
left their ſovereign to the mercy of his op- 
ponent; accordingly, on this defeftion, he 
was taken priſoner, and Joaſh carried the 
royal captive in triumph to Jeruſalem, where 
he obliged him to purchaſe his freedom, at the 
expence of all the treaſures that were in the 
temple, and other repoſitories in his'dominions. 
Joaſh, after he had deſtroyed great part of the 
wall that ſurrounded Jeruſalem, and had pro- 
cured many ora are EE! | to Samaria 
18 | 126 
Aron! 

The king” of Ilrael lives peer e 
a5 victory, and was ſucceeded B. E tag. 
by his ſon Jeroboam II. after 
ks had n ſixteen yu 
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Amaziah 
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Amaziah ſurvived the diſgrace of his defeat 
about fifteen years, of whom nothing remark. 
able is recorded till the cloſe of his ad- 
miniſtration, when he fled to Lachiſh to 
avoid a conſpiracy formed againſt him at 
Jeruſalem; but the judgment of God purſued 

him thither, he was murdered by the conſpi- 
_ rators, and his remains were conveyed to the 

royal city, and interred | with 
nr thoſe of his anceſtors, and his 
fon Uzziah, or Azariah, ſucceeded him in the 
government of Judah. | 


During the period that Amaziah the king of 
Jeroboam the grandſon of Jehu was zealouſly 
iriving to raiſe the kingdom of Iſrael to its 
priſtine power and glory; in this laudable en- 
deavour he was encouraged by the prophets 
foretold he ſhould effect the deliverance of 
Ifrael, which his father had begun; though his 
attachment to idolatry might have rendered him 
inadequate to ſo great a work. Agreeable to 
capital Damaſcus, and Hamath, with thoſe 
parts of the dominions that had been 
detached from _ The accounts of theſe 
ſucceſſes 
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Eiterſtes are but imperfeAly handed down to 
us; though it appears but too evident they were 
clouded by the moſt. atrocious inſtances of 
idolatry. and univerſal degeneracy, of which 
the prophets Hoſea and Amos give a melan- 
choly detail: who were ſent; to denounce 
the judgments which awaited ſuch flagrant 
3 | 


Amos, a common re was ſent from 
Judah to announce the deſtruction of Ifrael, 


which he did under the type of graſshoppers, 
which deſtroyed all the fruit of the land; 
of a devouring ſire; of a plummet line; and 
a: tottering- wall, under the ruins. of which, 
the idols of Iſrael were to be buried: which 
bore an exact ſimilitude to the declenſion 

of | Iſrael, and its approaching deſtruction. 
As Amos was accuſed before the king concern- 
ing the. prophecies he had uttered, by Ama- 
ziah one of the idolatrous prieſts; in conſe- 
quence of this charge, he was commanded to flee 
from Bethel and return to Jadah: previous how- 
ever to his departure, he informed his impious 
accuſer; that his wife ſhould become a common 
proſtitute, his ſons and daughters ſhould fall 
by - n Wr "a Kay nos 
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land, meaning Aﬀſyria, which was literally 
Jeroboam died in 

4 che forty-firſt year of his ſucceſs- 
ful reign, and was interred with his anceſ- 
tors in Samaria: his ſon Zachariah ſucceed- 
ed him in the government of Iſrael. 


We muſt now return to the affairs of Judah; 
Uzziah poſſeſſed many valuable and amiable 
qualities, and ſignalized himſelf in warlike ex- 
ploits againſt the Philiſtines, Arabians, and 
Mehunims, ſome of whom he entirely ſubdued, 
and made the reſt tributary. He alſo repaired 


fomuch that in all points of view, whether 

it be war, peace, arts, or commerce, Uzziah or 
Azariah ſhone with diſtinguiſhed luſtre. Un- 
fortunately, this monarch's attention was ſo 
deeply engaged in acquiring temporal advan- 
tages, he became negligent in matters of greater 
weight, and thereby failed in the diſcharge of his 

** T_ 2 ls of vice 
is haſty and leads to deſtruction, Uzziah pro- 
ceeded from fins of omiſſion to the perpetration 
of heinous offences ; and at length aſſumed 
the exerciſe of the ſacerdotal funftion. For 
whach, as a mark of divine diſpleaſure, he was 

f . ſtruck 


Wes he 

firuck with the Leproſy, whilſt he was pro- 
faning the ſacred rites beſide the incenſe 
altar. As the nature of the king's diſeaſe ex- 
cluded him from 'the benefits of ſociety, he 
departed from the city, and lived ſecluded from 
the world till his death, which happened in the 
fifty-ſecond year of his reign, and | 

fixty-eighth of his age. His fon B. C. 757. 
Jotham ſucceeded him in the government of 
Judah, who had taken charge of the dominions, 
from che period of his father being dif- _ 
qualified to rule over them. Uzziah, from 
the leprous ſtate he died in, was not ſuffered 
to be interred in the royal ſepulchre, but in 
one adjoining : ſuch are the humiliating circum- 
ſtances that often attend the cloſe of this 
tranſitory life, to even the moſt potent and 
proſperous of the ſons of men! Oh greatneſs, 
where 1s thy boaſt? Oh power, where is thy 
reſiſtance ? Such is duſt, turned to corruption 
and affording prey for worms! | 32 


In the latter part of Uzziah's reign, Zacha- 
riah ſucceeded his father Jeroboam in the go- 
vernment of Iſrael as before mentioned, who 
was the great grandſon of Jehu, in whoſe 
reign the declenſion of the kingdom of Iſrael 
commenced; as from that zra, rebellions, 

Vor. I. * treaſons, 
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reaſons, murders, and anarchy, raged and co- 
operated, till the threatened deſolation was 
effeftted. The kingdom not being enſured to 
Jehu's poſterity by divine promiſe beyond the 
fourth generation, Zachariah had ſcarcely been 
quiet on the throne fix months, when he was 
_ murdered by Shallum one of his. domeſtics, 
who afterwards uſurped the government, but 
foon received the juſt recompenſe of his 
iniquity, being cut off by Menahem, Zacha- 
riah's general, in the city of Samaria, where he 
had reigned only thirty days. 


Menahem after the death of Shallum ſeized 
the kingdom of Iſrael, and when he was eſta- 
bliſhed on the throne returned to Tirzah; and 
in conſequence of his being refuſed admittance 
into the city Tiphſah, he deſtroyed all the in- 
habitants without reſpeft to ſex or age: and 
continued to commit various kinds of cruelty 
during his reign. Soon after his acceſſion to 
the throne, he was invaded by Pul“, king of 
Aﬀyria; and not being in a condition to 
oppoſe him, he was compelled to purchaſe his 
friendſhip at the price of one thouſand talents 
of filver, which he levied upon the wealthieſt of 


* Called by ſome writers Beloſus and Phul-Beloſus. 
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his fubjefts, and in conſideration! of that ſub- 
ſidy, Pal returned to his own dominions, and 
Menahem afterwards reigned in peace. Having 
governed more than ten years, he was ſucceed- 
ed by his ſon Pekahiah, cee bad 
2 _ Janet in e 07: 

| As the Aſſyrian dat s 3 bout 
ſuch an immediate connection with the hiſtory 
of Iſrael and Judah; it is needful to examine 
the origin of its eſtabliſhment. As there 
are various opinions reſpecting this import. 
ant event, it will be better to wave the 
conſideration of all conjeftures, and ſirictiy 
adhere to the evidence revelation affords, con- 
firmed by the n of the moſt W 

authors“. | 

Ares to ſcriptural authority, Pul may 

be conſidered as the firſt founder of the great 
Aſſyrian empire. He appears rather to have 
formed the baſis than eretted that monarchy, 
which his ſucceſſors rendered ſo powerful. In 


ſupport of this argument it may be. urged, 


® The Ctefian ſyſtem, from its fabulous import, is * not 
embraced by the author, though it ſerves to preg re 
on ſome periods of the Aſſyrian hiſtory. 9 


L 2 +443; 4s 


„ Tg, 


f 


{ 220 ] 


that Jonah predicted the deſtruftion of Nine. 
veh about fixty years before his reign, when 
the city.and people though great, were not ſo 
powerful but to be intimidated at the threat- 
ened invaſion or judgment. which was to eſſect 
its deſolation at the expiration of forty days. 
Beſides, the proclamation for a faſt and general 


enlarged ; when by way 19 ons 
probably it was aſſumed“. 4; 


+ From hence it is ſuppoſed, Pul was the firſt 
Aſſyrian that extended the territories of the 
kingdom on this fide che Tigris; who was a great 

or, united the kingdom of Babylon with 

that of Aſſyria, and moſt probably built and 
enlarged the city of Babylontf. This em- 


The circumſtances of Jonah's miſſion, and his miraculous 
2 fs benaifolly recorded in the book bearing 
His name, the reader is referred thereto. © 

— the lat king of Aﬀyria before this period, 
was beficged in Ninevch by this Pul a Babylonian, joined 
by Arbaces the Mede. After a three years ſiege the city 
was taken, before Chriſt $20, and Sardanapulus burnt timlelt 
to death in his palace. 


pire 


ves ts 


E 


pire gradually unfolded its potent inſſuence, 
by inſpiring dread, rather than by violent ex- 
ertions aiming at ſpeedy univerſal conqueſt. 


The - increaſing power of the Aſſyrian empire 


was very rapid; as Pul on his returm from his 
ſucceſsful enterpriſe in Urael, ſubdued,. or re- 
ceived voluntary ſubmiſſion from Syria and 
other neighbouring nations, which made him 
the ſupreme ruler over an extenſive and flouriſh- 

ing empire. Pul-was ſucceeded in the throne- 
of Aſſyria by Tiglath-Pileſer, whom moſt ſup- 
poſe” to have been his Ton, and who executed 
the plans projefted by his diſtinguiſhed pre- 
declines: off tf en | 
The kingdom of Babylon muſt be the next 
object of attention, as now inſeparably con- 
nefted with the Aſſyrian empire. In events of a 
more remote period, the evidences of a ſtate's 
origin are often clouded with error, founded 
on fabulous traditions, which carry us beyond 
the boundaries of truth or probability: as the 
means of avoiding this deluſive proof, thoſe- 
arguments will only be ſelected that appear 
ſupported by the records of revelation, ſtrength- 
ened by reſpectable human authority. Not- 
withſtanding the Aſſyrians and Babyloniaus 
are leparately and diſtinctly mentioned, they 
L3 were 
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were in effect collateral branches of the ſame 
ſtock, Pul at his death divided his empire 
between his two ſons ; Nabonaſſar had Babylon 
for his portion, and Tiglath-Pileſer had Aſſyria 
aſſigned to him; ſo that in reality they were 
liter kingdoms, and the hiſtory of Babylon 
nothing more than a continuation of the AC. 
ſyrian annals, and in immediate contact like 
thoſe of the Medes and Perſians. It is reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe Tiglath-Pileſer * was Pul's eldeſt 
ſon, and in conſequence of his ſeniority was 
king of Allyna, and fixed his reſidence at 
Nineveh the ſeat of the empire. Nabonaſſar 
king of Babylon appears to have been ſub. 
ordinate to his brother; but united by family 
compatt and reciprocal intereſt, it is not to be 
wondered at, that perfect harmony ſubſiſted 
by the ſame motives, and ſtrengthened by ties of 
blood. | 


Aker ſpeaking of the eſtabliſhment of the 
Aﬀyrian empire, which is ſo eſſentially con- 
netted with the next ſtages of the Sacred 


* Prideaux ſuppoſed Tiglath-Pileſer to be Arbaces the 
Mede, mentioned in the Cteſian ſyſtem ; a palpable error in 
fuck an accurate nathor, from whom a refutation of the miſ- 
takes of Ctefias was to be expected. 


Hiſtory ; 
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Hiſtory; it may be proper to ſubjoin ſome re- 
marks concerning the Babylonians or Chal- 
deans, and the people of Aſſyria, before they 
were eſtabliſhed and grew up to ſo diſtinguiſhed 
a monarchy. Babel, from whence the word Ba- 
bylon 1s derived, is the firſt kingdom men- 
tioned in Sacred Writ, and was founded by 
Nimrod®, under whom it attained a conſidera- 
ble degree of ſtrength ; but afterwards ſunk ſo 
far, that even in Abraham's time, a king of 
Shinar, which ſignifies the ancient Babylon, was 
a vaſſal to the king of Elam. | 


Aſſyria was not ſo ancient in its foundation 
as Babylon, or Chaldea; being founded by 
Aſhur, or Aſſur, the ſon of Shem, from whom 
the name Aſſyria is derived, who is ſuppoſed to 
have departed from Shinar on Nimrod's uſur- 
pation, and to have built Nineveh and ſeveral 
other cities, and by an increaſe of power formed 
a new kingdom, which he called Aſſyria, or 
Aſhur, after his own name. From whom and 
his followers, the inhabitants of that kingdom 
were deſcended, which conſtituted the people 
of the great Aſſyrian and Babylonian empire 
in ſucceeding times, the name of their founder 
being ſtill retained : which proves the antiquity 

Before Chriſt 2059. 
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of the Babylonians and Aſſyrians, according to 
ve tenets of Scripture. From various revolutions 
however, thele lates did not gain any conlidera- 
ble height till Pul compaſted them into the 
important Aſſyrian empire, connected with the 
facceeding hiſtory. 


Thus we behold the kingdoms of Babylon and 
Ay tia in two points of view; in the one as 
ſmall kingdoms, eſtabliſhed ſoon after the de- 
lage; and in the other, as forming a potent and 
extenſive empire, in which dominion and glory 
ſeemed to centre. It is to be obſerved alſo, 
that the kingdom of Babylon in its moſt proſ- 
perous late, acquired its glory on the ſubver- 
hon of the Aſſyrian empire, which the ſubſe- 
quent hiſtory will clearly ſhew. As kingdoms 
are formed, attain glory, decline, and are 
utterly changed by the miniſtering hand of 
Providence to eſſect great purpoſes; it will 
evidently appear, that the empires be- 
fore mentioned, were wiſely deſigned by the 
God of providence to puniſh his own people; 
cauſing them to overthrow the kingdoms of 
lirael and Judah, whoſe flagrant tranſgreſſions 
excited the divine diſpleaſure, and thereby 
provoked his judgments to the utmoſt. 


The 
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The Sacred Hiſtory to which we now return, 


informs us, that Pekahiah ſucceeded his father 5 


Menahem im the government of IIrael, who ex- 
ceeded his anceſtor in the practice of every enor- 
mity. This wicked prince reigned only two 
years, and then was murdered by Pekah, the ſon 
of Remaliah one of his generals, who after this 
att of regicide aſſumed the Kingdom and was 
no leſs diſtinguiſhed than' his predeceſſors, fos 
the exerciſe of thoſe qualities that are a diſ- 
grace to human nature, and preludes to ĩnevita- 
ble deſtruction. Pekah forcibly aſcended the 
throne of Iſrael, about one year previous to 


Jotham's ſucceeding his father in the kingdom 


of Judah. As Pekah was a wicked man, 


conſequently” his adminiſtration was attended 


with a ſeries of difficulties, defeats, and melan- 
choly cataſtrophes; which conſpired to render 
his reign unſucceſsful, his life unhappy, and his 


death violent. During the reign of Pekah, 


Tiglath-Pileſer king of Aſſyria attacked the land 
of Gilead, and many other parts of the Iſraelitet 
poſſeſſions; which he reduced, and conveyed 
the inhabitants to oe dominions, 


n King of Judah, ester in the 


practice of the true religion, and eſtabliſhed 
falutary rules for the preſervation of order 
im his dominions; the effects of which were 
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produftive of peace and proſperity. In this 
righteous king's reign, the prophet Nahum 
foretold the defiruftion of Nineveh, with 
every circumſtance of its deſolation; verified 
at the diſtance of one hundred and fifteen 
years. 


In the ſixth year of Tiglath-Pileſer's reign, 
Aha began to reign. over Judah 

B. C 74% on the deceaſe of Jotham his 
father; who died lamented by all his ſubjeQs, 
and was interred in the ſepulchre of the kings. 
As Ahaz was a very wicked prince, God raiſed 
up Rezin king of Syria, and Pekah king of 
Iſrael, to join againſt him; who invaded Judah 
and beſieged him in Jeruſalem. As this 
ſcourge was deſigned to puniſh 

B. C 739. Ahaz and not the family of 
David, who had ever received ſignal marks of 
divine favour and protection; in order to pre- 
vent the city being conquered, and a new king 
appointed over Judah, God ſent the prophet 
Iſaiah unto Ahaz, with aſſurances, if he would 
courageouſly defend Jeruſalem, he ſhould be 
able to withſtand the united efforts of his 
enemies. As a proof of which, he gave him 
two ſigns, the one to be ſpeedily accompliſhed, 
the other to be fulfilled many ages after. The 
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firſt was, that the prophet ſhould take a wife, 
and in conſequence of that marriage have- a 
ſon, and before that ſon ſhould be of age to 
diſcern between good and evil, thoſe combined 
kings were to be cut off. The other ſign was, 
that a virgin ſhould. conceive and bear a ſon, 
who ſhould be called © Immanuel,” or © God 
with us;” by whom was meant 'the promiſed 
Meſhah. This prophecy was deſigned to ſup- 
port the drooping ſpirits of the houſe of David; 
who perceiving ſuch numerous and powerful 
enemies in league againſt them, were in fear 
of being utterly extirpated, from which ap- 
prehenſion this prophecy effettually relieved 
them: as hereby they were convinced- their 
houſe would be preſerved till the prediction 
was fully accompliſhed,, by the Meſſiah de- 
ſcending from their lineage, to effe& the great 
work of redemption and be the Saviour of the 
world. Agreeable to the declaration of the 
holy prophet, the confederated kings were 
obliged to deſiſt from their attack on Jeruſalem. 
and return home. In the mean time, the king 
of Syria took poſſeſſion of Elath near the Red- 
Sea, and deſtroyed the inhabitants, ſubſtituting 
Syrians in their ſtead; and after committing 
many other depredations, returned to Damaſcus 
greatly enriched. | 
Es6 # The 
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The wonderful deliverance of Ahaz from 
his combined enemies, when they attacked 
Jeruſalem, ſeeming rather to increaſe his 
impiety, than to convert him to virtuous 
courſes; God fuffered the two confederated 
kings to renew their attack with redoubled 
force: who divided themſelves into three 
partes, the firſt under Rezin king of Syria, the 
ſecond under Pekah king of Iſrael, and the 
third under Zichri, a man of great power in 
Ephraim; whoſe operations ſucceeded ſo ef- 
fettually, the royal city was taken and the 
king's fon flain. On the conquerors return 
to Samaria with the captives, whom they 
intended to conſign to bondage, they were 
met by a prophet, who ſeverely rebuked 
them for depriving their brethren of liberty ; 
which cauſed them to alter their purpoſe, 
and permit the priſoners to return to their 
native land, after being provided with neceſ- 
ſartes out of the ſpoils. Theſe enemies were 
no ſooner diſperſed, than the Edomites and 
Philiftines perceiving Judah in a defenceleſs 
Rate, ſeizcd thoſe parts which bordered on their 
dominions, and committed great depredations 
om the interior part of the country. Ahaz 
having caſt off the fear of God, and being 
reduced to the neceſſity of demanding foreign 

aſſiſtance 
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alliſtance againſt his numerous foes, ſent am- 
baſſadors to Tiglath-Pileſer king of the Aﬀy- 
rians, with valuable gifts and the promiſe of 
large ſums of money, if he would form an 
alliance with him againſt the Iſraelites, and his 
enemies in Damaſcus and Syria. This over- 
ture Tiglath-Pileſer readily accepted, as it af. 
ſorded him an opportunity of adding Syria and 
Paleſtine to his empire: for which purpoſe he 
marched into that country, took Damaſcus, 
flew Rezin, and put a final period to the king- 
dom of the Syrians in Damaſcus. By the death 
of Rezin, part of the prophet Iſaiah's prediction 
was verified, and his colleagues fate will 
ſpeedily complete the prophecy concerning the 
nnen kings. 5 | 


After this faccefaful a the king o of 
Aſſyria marched againſt Pekah, and ſeized 
all the territories belonging to Iſrael, which 
extended beyond Jordan to the land of Ga- 
lilee; then he proceeded to Jeruſalem with 
intent to extort more money from Ahaz, 
rather than to ſerve him; who to ſatisfy his 
exorbitant demands melted the conſecrated 
veſſels uſed in the temple, and delivered them to 
his My. Tiglath-Pileſer then returned to Da- 
maſcus, without having rendered any real 


ſervice 
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ſervice to Ahaz ; for his land was as much exhauſt. 
ed by the ſubſidies required by his new friend, 
as it was diſtreſſed by the ravages of his moſt 
avowed enemies. One of the principal 
fources of miſchief that attended Ahaz's al- 
hance with the Allyrian king, was the exclu- 
fron of his people from carrying on their. trade 
to the ſouthern ocean; which had been one of 
the chief fources of their riches. 


- As baſe minds are ever abjeRt,. and ſtoop to 
thoſe whoſe ſuperior power keeps them in 
fubjeRtion : Ahaz overlooked the injuries he 
had ſuſtained, in order to avoid the provoca- 
tion of greater; and when Tiglath-Pileſer re- 
turned to Damaſcus, followed him thither to- 
pay his obeiſance. Whilſt he was in thoſe 
regions, he ſaw an idolatrous altar, the form of 
which pleaſed him ſo much, he ſent a model 
of it to his high-pneeſt at Jeruſalem, with orders 
to have one of a ſimilar conſtruftion made. 
On his return he cauſed it to be erefted in the 
place where the altar of the Lord ſtood, which. 
he removed, and from that period gave himſelf 
up wholly to Idolatry, on the preſumptuous 
pretence that the God of Iſrael had not re- 
ſcued him in the hour of diſtreſs ; which cauſed 
him to ordain, no deity ſhould be worſhipped 


L wav 1. 
in Jeruſalem and Judea, but the gods adored by 


the Syrians and other idolatrous nations. From 


the adoption of this meaſure, the moſt tremend- 
ous events are to be expected: as to wage war 

againſt the Almighty muſt be productive of 
judgments which no human I can _ 
ſtand or avoid. | 


 Tiglath-Pileſer. on 180 return into 0 Aﬀyria, 
carried many captives with him from Damaſ- 
cus, and the land of Iſrael, which fully accom- 
pliſhed the prophecy of Amos, that declared 
they ſhould be led captive beyond Damaſcus. 
Pekah king of Iſrael was ſo far reduced, as to 
have ſcarcely any of his poſſeſſions left but Sa- 
maria, the territories of the tribe of Ephraim, 
and part of that of Manaſſeh: which leſſened 
his conſequence in the eyes of his people, and 
raiſed their indignation againſt him. In this 
diſtreſſed ſtate, Hoſhea the ſon of Elah roſe 
up againſt him and ſlew him, after he had 
reigned twenty years in Samaria: which com- 
FOR the ny of Iſaiah e e him. 
5 F T 
9 5 . this event, Tiglath-Pileſer/ d 
alſo, and Salmanaſſar his ſon reigned 
in his ſtead ; who added Samaria to B. C. 287. 
his other dominions, of which he made Hoſhea 
king, 
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king, on condition of paying tribute and 
becoming his vaſſal. He proved inſtrumental 
in partly reſtoring the worſhip of God in Iſrael, 
not being ſo bad as ſome of his predeceſſors, but 
. Re A GFR 


Ince Exocach year of the reigriof:Abaz, is 
pleaſed God to put a period to his life, and in 
the thirty-fixth year of his age; who, in con- 
not honoured with a royal burial in the ſe- 
pulchre of the kings, though permitted to be 
interred in the city: it being the eſtabliſhed 
cuſtom of the Hebrews to impoſe this mark of 
diſgrace on . 
ouſly over them. 


| After the death of Alas, Hezekiah his for 

' reigned in his ſtead; who had 
RN been permitted to take a part irr 
the for the laſt year of his father's 
life. This prince being poſleſſed of ſuperior 
abilities, and having a reverence for the true 
religion, endeavoured on his aſcending the 
to reſtore the worſhip of the living 
aboliſh the idolatrous rites : accord- 


ee ee 


„ ſhut up by his 
father, 


throne, to 
God, and 
ingly, he 
which had 
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father; ordered the profane altar tobe taken down 
he had erefted, and the altar of the Lord replaced 
for the worſhip which had been diſcontinued 
in the reign of Ahaz. He alſo ſummoned the 
prieſts and Levites to attend to the diſcharge 
of their duty in the temple, and ordained that 
the paſſover ſhould be religiouſly obſerved; 
in conſequence of which, a multitude aſ- 
ſembled, and immenſe ſacrifices were offered, 
and the populace ſumptuouſly. entertained. 
The celebration of this feſtival was conducted 
with ſuch ſolemnity and ſplendor, | hiſtory 
informs us, there had not been ſuch an en- 
tertainment ſince the time of Solomon. To 
prevent his ſubjects relapſing into Idolatry, 
Hezekiah cauſed the idols, altars, groves, and 
every relick of Idolatry to be removed from 
his dominions; and alſo ordered the brazen 
ſerpent to be deſtroyed which Moſes had ſet 
up in the wilderneſs, as well as the pot of 
manna and Aaron's rod; all having been per- 
| verted to idolatrous purpoſes, though originally 
preſerved as perpetual - memorials of God's 
mercy to his choſen people, on their deliverance 
from bondage and preſervation in the wilderneſs. 


Hezekiah having thus adjuſted the affairs 
of his kingdom, engaged in war againſt the 
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Philiftines, and added moſt of their cities to 
| his own dominions, excepting Gath and Gaza. 
Nearly at this time, the king of Aſſyria re- 
qured of Hezekiah the payment of a tribute 
whach had been paid by his father, and threat- 
ened if the payments were not regularly made, 
to invade his dominions. Hezekiah treated 
theſe menaces with contempt, as he relied on 
the proteftion of heaven, and the wiſe coun- 
fels of the prophet Iſaiah : this holy man ap- 
pears to have been Hezekiah's mental pilot, 
by whoſe divine ſuggeſtions he ſteered in a 
right courſe. 


Salmanafſar king of Afyria finding that 
B. C. 924. Sabacon or So king of Egypt, 
and Hoſhea of Iſrael were com- 
bined againſt him, came up and beſieged Sama- 
ria; which he ſubduedafter a ſiege of three years, 
confined Hoſhea in priſon the remaining part of 
his life, and carried the greateſt part of the ten 
tribes of Iſrael away captive unto Aſſyria, and 
the cities of the Medes. Salmanaſſar, by the pur- 
ſuit of a war againſt the Tyrians on behalf of the 
 Girtites, was prevented from any effeftual means 
of reſentment againſt Hezekiah, for the non-pay- 
ment of his tribute. In the courſe of this war, 
Salmanaſſar was defeated at ſea, though his force 
was far ſuperior to that of his enemy; which led 

him 
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him to beſiege the city of Tyre, as the 
other maritime / towns. had revolted to him. 
During the ſiege, the inhabitants were much 
diſtreſſed for water, and other neceſſaries of 
life for five years, at the expiration of which 
period, Salmanaſſar died, and they were re- 
lieved from further hoſtilities ; which ſeeming 
rather to increaſe their pride than excite their 
tained in the xxiii. of Iſaiah to be pronounced 
againſt them, of their utter overthrow, which 
was afterwards effected 1177 8 
King 1 eg KR Ai 
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Snell was ce in nk Wee 
ment of Aſſyria by Sennacherib B. C. 718. 
his ſon; who, on his acceſſion to 
the throne, reſumed the demand of the pay- 
ment of the tribute from Hezekiah, and, in 
conſequence of the terms not being complied 
with, marched into Judea with a powerful 
army to attack him. Nearly about this 
time Hezekiah was grievouſly afflicted with a 
peſtilential diſeaſe, and received a meſſage 
from God by the prophet Iſaiah to ſet his 
houſe: in order, and make preparation for 
death. This awful ſummons inſpired Heze- 
kiah with a holy and feverential awe; he 
therefore 
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10 God to have the 


attended divine worſhip in the temple 0 re- 
| r ERS EETLIRGY: 


It may deeper ubs eye that 
fo good a man as Hezekiah ſhould be deſirous. 


penod fixed for its duration, as it is natural 
to ſuppoſe his faith was accompanied by re- 
fignation ; an opinion which ſerves to confirm 
the reaſonable belief, that his ſolicitude for 
life, proceeded wholly from zeal to uphold. 
that religion, which he, in a great meaſure, had 
been the means of reſcuing from neglect and 
3 Gee Urn zn fp. Merodach- 
Baladan. 
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Baladan king of Babylon“, ſent ambaſſadors to 
congratulate Hezekiah on his recovery, and to 
form an alliance with him againſt Sennache- 
rib, who was now become an object of dread 
to the Babylonians, as well as to the Iſraelites. 
In the progreſs of this treaty, Hezekiah is 
conſequence, by an oſtentatious difplay of 
his houſhold riches, warlike ftores, and im- 
menſe treaſures; which, appearing to pro- 
ceed from pride; or ſome other unjuſtifiable 
motive, received a ſevere rebuke from heaven 
he was divinely commiſſioned to inform him, 
that his treaſures ſhould ſhortly be conveyed 
to Babylon, and his poſterity doomed: to cap- 
tivity by” the Babylonians, as a puniſhment 
for his vain glory. This prediction ſorely 
afflicted Hezekiah, | who prayed that, as the 
judgment could not be averted, the exe- 
cution of it NN ann his 
rus 10 (he | 


| ee _ now te we WE. 
many of the | fortified: cities of Judah, and ad- 
vanced to beſiege Lachiſn, as well as threat- 
ened Jeruſalem; which cauſed Hezekiah to 

on By ſome writers called Mardokempadus. 109. 
take 
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take active meaſures for its defence. In this 
alarming tate of affairs, Hezekiah formed an 
alliance with the king of Egypt; which was 
a meaſure the prophet Iſaiah highly diſap- 
proved, as thinking it manifeſted a diſtruſt of 
God, whoſe divine interpoſition, he aſſured the 
king, would, in an eſpecial manner, be exerted 
for the defence of Zion and Jeruſalem ; with 
the further aſſurance, the Egyptians aid would 
be ineffeiual, and turn to their ſhame and 
Wb e e WAL: 


| ae e cond iu 00 de of 
the formidable warlike preparations made in 
he entered into terms of accom- . 

modation, the conditions of which were, that 
hoſtilities ſhould ceaſe if Hezekiah would pay 
a flipulated ſum, and be puntual in the future 
diſcharge of his tribute. The compliance with 
theſe terms produced but a temporary peace ; 
for Sennacherib, on his return from the deſo- 
lation he had wrought in Egypt, marched into 
Judea, and formed an encampment at Lachiſh, 
which broke his treaty of peace with Heze- 
kiah. Theſe hoſtile intentions 
W 
faris, and Rabſhakah, three of Sennacherib's 
commanders, under the walls of Jeruſalem in 
; the 
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the Hebrew tongue, in hopes of tempting 
the populace to revolt. On theſe officers 
return without ſucceſs, they found Sennacherib 
had left Lachiſh and beſieged Libnah, which 
he ſubdued. Elated with this fucceſs, he ad- 
vanced towards Jeruſalem, with intent to de- 
ſtroy the city, and put the inhabitants to 
the ſword; but, by the divine interpoſition, 
his plan was fruſtrated, for the angel of the 
Lord went forth, and, in one night, ſmote an 
hundred fourſcore · and five thouſand men in 
the Aſſyrian camp. A ſtroke which diſmayed 
Sennacherib, and made him precipitately leave 
Judea, and return 'to Nineveh, where he was 
deſpiſed, and, for his enormities, was mur- 
5 by his two elder ſons, who 3 + 709. 
ed, and ſo was fucceeded in the | 
government by Eſarhaddon his youngeſt ſon. 


After Sennacherib's death, moſt of his pro- 
vinces revolted, and the Medes, who were 
the moſt conſiderable, eſtabliſhed a democra- 
tic government; but afterwards elected Dejoces 
for their king, who enlarged and beautified 
Ecbatana, which he made the feat of empire. 
The ſame year that Eſarhaddon mounted the 
throne of Aſſyria, Archianus began his reign 
at Babylon, in conſequence of Merodach- 

Baladan's 
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Baladan's deceaſe, who dying without legal 
deſcendants, an interregnum of two years . 
took place in Babylon, till Belibus was choſen 
king: he reigned three years, 'and was ſuc- 
ceeded by Apronadius, 'in the third year of 

having governed in Jeruſalem 
rwenty-nine years. An event which was de- 
ſervedly lamented by his -people throughout 
Judah and in Jeruſalem, who paid every poſlible 
reſpet to his royal remains, which were in- 
receſs in the ſepulchre of the kings: thereby 
„ Seed Oye Rau 
ſucceſsful David. | 


Hezekiah added conſiderable improvements 
to the city of Jeruſalem, increaſed its fortifi- 
cations, ereftted magazines, and cauſed an 
 aqueduft to be made, which was of eſſential 
ule to the inhabitants: he alſo employed ſcribes 
to colleft and copy the Sacred Writings, which 
in the former reign had been diſperſed ; and 
was punctual in the diſcharge of every moral 
and religious duty. It is to be lamented theſe 
virtues did not prove hereditary, as it was the 
fate of this excellent king to be ſucceeded 

CY by 
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by Manaſſeh his ſon, one of the moſt abate = 
doned of the human race; who, not having 
profited by the good counſel and example of 
his father, ſtrove to excel in JO One 
wn; ef}. al | 34 


Manaſſeh W only twelve years of ane 
when he began to reign, was ſo unfortunate 
as to be put under the tutelage of thoſe who 
had been averſe to the reformation wrought by 
Hezekiah in matters of eln : who: theres 
fore inſtilled into the young monarch's mind 
not only an averſion to the eſtabliſhed religion, 
but alſo to the form of government. In con- 
ſequence of which, he proved atrociouſly 
tic prince to his ſubjeQs, . In his impiety he 
exceeded Ahaz, as that monarch only cauſed 
the houſe of God to be ſhut up, but Manaſſeh 
perverted it to be a receptacle for ſenſeleſs idols 
and idolatrous: worſhippers; and even had re- 
courſe. to witchcraft, and made his children 
to paſs through the fire to Moloch. He alſo 
cruelly perſecuted all perſons who would not 
conform to the praftice of theſe abomina- 
tions, which cauſed much innocent blood to 
be ſhed ; and when God ſent his prophets to 


warn him of the mee his iniquities, 
Vol. I. M | with 
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with exhortations to depart from them, he 


treated the holy meſſengers with opprobrious 
contempt, and put ſeveral of them to death, 
amongſt whom was the prophet Iſaiah, who 
was fawn aſunder in the ſecond year of Ma- 
naſſeh. | | 


The prediftions of this holy man demand a 
digrefſion to ſpeak of their peculiar grace and 
efficacy: they contain a ſublime and beautiful 
preſage and diſcovery, not only of our bleſſed 
Saviour's appearance, but of the particular 
circumſtances attending his miſſion, miniſtra- 
tion, and death, which caufes Iſaiah to be 
called the evangelical or goſpel prophet ; on 
account of whoſe martyrdom, and other flagrant 
offences of theprince and people, God declared, 
he would extend his wrath over Jeruſalem, and 
the houſe of Ahaz, and cleanſe Jeruſalem of 
all its inhabitants, as @ man wipeth a diſh, 
and, when empty, turneth it upſide down ; 

ich was literally executed in its future de- 


In the fifth year of Manaſſeh's reign, Aprona- 
dius died, and was ſucceeded in 

C. 
— the government of Babylon by 
Regibulus, who was king only one year, after 


whom 
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Vhom reigned Meſſimordacus, who governed 
four years: # whoſe death a ſtate of anarchy- 
and confuſion enſued, through want of a pro- 
per heir, for the ſpace of eight years; of which 
Eſarhaddon king of Aſſyria availed himſelf, and 
added Babylon and Chaldea to his other domi- 
nions. This monarch's territories B. c. 680. 

being thus increaſed, and his power 

greatly extended, induced him to meditate 
on the recovery of his poſſeſſions in Paleſtine 
and Syria, which had been loſt by his father. 

To effet this, Efarhaddon marched 1 into thoſe 
diſtrikts with a powerful army: by the ſucceſs 
of his enterpriſes, Ifaiah's prophecy was ful- 
filled, that declared, within the ſpace of ſixty- 
five years, Ephraim ſhould be no longer a peo- 
ple, and which literally came to paſs; for when 
Eſarhaddon had completed his conqueſts and 
adjuſted his affairs in Syria, he proceeded to 
the land of Iſrael, and took the remains of the 


former captivity, whom he led in triumph to 
Babylon and Aflyria. as 


As very few of the WARE eſcaped the 
yoke of bondage, and remained i in 


their native land, Efarhaddon, to Pa 677. 

prevent an utter deſolation of the country, | 

brought- perſons to inhabit Samaria from 
| 5 Babylon, 
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Babylon, Cutha, Avah, Hamath, and Sepher- 
vaim ; in conſequence of which, the ten tribes 
of Ifracl, who had detached themſelves from the 
houſe of David, fell into irrecoverable ruin; 
they were doomed to be exiles, and experienced 
the ſeveral ſcourges which the annihilation of 
their national power inevitably produced. 


The kingdom of Iſrael from its firſt eſtabliſh- 
ment, which was produced by the revolt of the 
ten tribes from the intereſt of Rehoboam, Solo- 
mon's fon, exiſted two hundred and fifty-four 
years, the annals of which, exhibited a melan- 
choly ſeries of umpiety and preſumption. The 
repeated provocations of the reſpeftive mo- 
narchs who governed the Iſraelitiſn dominions, 
afford a fad example of human frailty and 
defetion from the ways of God. In the groſs, 
they all ruled unrighteouſly, and thoſe whoſe 
conduRt was the leaſt exceptionable, muſt be 
acknowledged to have been great offenders. 
The judgments that befell the people of Iſrael, 
with propriety may in a great meaſure be aſcri- 
bed to the ill conduct and example of thoſe 
inveſted with regal authority; as ſo far from ex- 
| horting their ſubjetts to adhere to the prin- 
| ciples of the true religion they profeſſed, 
they fabricated new forms of worſhip, to the 

; excluſion 
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excluſion and abolition of genuine and rational 
; adoration. This fatal addiction to idolatry, 

was the ſource of the Iſraelites diſobedience ; 
for though at intervals they recovered from 
the enſnaring deluſion, they ſoon relapſed into 
the practice of thoſe profane rites, by their 
own natural propenſity, the injunQtions of their 
kings, and the contagious influence and exam- 
ple of their Pagan neighbours. As the mercy 
of God is extended to the moſt unworthy of 
his creatures, he did not execute judgment on 
the Iſraelites, till he had afforded them much 
time for repentance. His miniſters of inſpi- 
ration Taboured © abundantly to convert the 
ſinful generation from error, but pleaded and 
menaced in vain; which cauſed the Almighty 
to overthrow the kingdom, and diſperſe its 
inhabitants, who were conſigned to bondage in 


foreign lands, for having ſpurned the protection 
Anme nt 


Eſarhaddon after he had entirely rooted out 
the Iſraelites from Samaria and the neighbour- 
ing country, diſpatched part of his troops into 
Judea to attempt the reduction of that king- 
dom: and he ſo far ſucceeded as that Manaſ- 
ſeh was defeated and taken captive in a thicket 

of thorns, and brought to Efarhaddon, who 
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loaded him with chains, and conveyed him to 
Babylon. The horrors of a priſon operated 
ſo powerfully on Manaſſeh's mind; as to render 
ham ſenſible. of the weight and number of his 
tranſgreſſions : which produced repentance and 
cauſed him to humble himſelf before God. 
On bebolding this contrition, his reconciled 
and merciful Creator mollified the heart of the 
king of Afyria, and excited him to reſtore 
Manaſſch to his former liberty and poſſeſſions, 
after having for a ſhort tume been deprived of 
the bleſlings, of which in proſperity he knew 
not the true eſtimate. Theſe divine chaſtiſe- 
ments proved ſo efficacious in converting the 
heart of Manaſſeh, that we find on his return to 
Jeruſalem, he reinſtated the worſhip of God 
in the manner eſtabliſhed by Hezekiah his 
father; and as a further proof of his devout 
zeal, aboliſhed al idolatrous rites and practices; 
into which he never after relapied, but con- 
_ tinued to reign in proſperity to the end of his 
life : affording a ſtriking example of the efficacy 
of fiacere repentance, divine illumination, and 
pardoning grace. 
.* Shebna, Manaſſeh's chief miniſter, who had 
been his confederate in iniquity, and prin- 
cipal inſtrument in _ execution of his baſe 

purpoſes, 
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purpoſes, was led into captiyity with his maſter, 
where he remained till his death; Which ſexves 
to complete the other circumſtance of Ifaiah's 
predictions. Strictly agreeable to what be had 
alſo foretold, Eliakim was preferred to the 
offices held by Shebna; who was PUNT man 
and ſecured the love of the people. 
[ 3 4 TJ. DE: 41 1414 

| Thenations which Earhaddon hadefiabliſhed 
in Samaria, were much inſeſled withlions, andthe 
king being informed they, did not voti hip the God 
of Iſrael, imputed the plague to that cauſe; chere 
fore ſent prieſis to inſtrubt them in the exerciſe 
ol the Noſaic religious ,ordiaancess. which 
produged: no, other ele, then-the winture 
idolatry with the true religien- 5324743 bas 
Laos? tete bis n bees vaaulsss 

About this period, n and was 
ſucceeded by his ſon Nebuchodanos B. 2 
ſor; who amongſt many other war. 667. 
like exploits, took, the royal, city of Eebatana f 
which, he wantonly defaced, vnd repaired. to 
Nineveh in great triumph. On bis return 
thither, he cauſed inquiry to be made achat tri- 
butary countries had not joined in the hoſtili- 
ties he had recently proſecuted, and when he 
tound the weſtern ſtates had boot the moſt 


My © ceuupable 


[ 8 ] 


culpable in that ee neee 
N ee | 


eee your, 
BC and attained the age of ſixty-ſeven, 
. te died—who, notwithſianding his 
nal repentance, was not permitted to be 
interred in the royal ſepulchre, but his re- 
——— rr qr 
who reigned longer than any king over Judah, 
the latter part of whoſe time was employed 
in endeavours tocounteraRt the miſchievous con- 
ſequences of his youthful intemperances, and 
Impious comempt of thoſe religious inſtitutions, 
and divine ordinances, which be afterwards | 
zealouily adbered to, and devoutly patroniſed. 
Manaffeh was facceeded in the throne of 
Judah, by Amon his fon; who adopted the evil 
meaſures of his father in the early part of his 
reign, and devoted himſelf to the praftice of 
every ſpecies of wickedneſs; which cauſed his 
domeſtics to conſpire againſt and murder him, 
when he had "reigned ©only two years. This 
. Wn Cn 
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pal account, Holoferncs was beheaded by Judith. 


quence 


( 949 J 
quence of Amon's vices and impiety, was re- 
venged by the people, who ordered the per- 
petrators of it to be put to death; thereby 
manifeſting they diſapproved the violence 
offered to his perſon, notwithſtanding they 
condemned the wickedneſs of his proceedings; 
and for which he was excluded the ſepulchre 
e TIN his __ Fer 9993 

il 
Joſiah: iy fon facceeded kim i in the RW 
ment of Judah, being only eight” 
years of age; who fortunately had B.C. 640. 
better guardians than his grandfather, by 
whoſe care and his natural good propenſity, he 
proved a prince of exemplary piety and virtue: 
Having attained the” age of ſixteen years, he 
took on him the adminiſtration of His 1 
and began by reforming the corrupt Fl 
errors that had been introduced 'm 170 633· 
the worſhip of God, which he endeavoured to 
reſtore to its original purity . In the tweifti 
year of Joſiah's reign; he dedicated the greateſt 
part of his time to divine ſtudies, and the 
ſervice of God, in order to complete therefor: 
mation he had began in religious matters; 


* The happy eſſects of Joſiah's wiſe adminiſtration, had · 
been predicted above goo years before. . Kings xiii... 2. 
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for which cauſe he travelled into the cities of 
Ephraim and Manaſſeh, to remove the relicks of 
idolatry there and eſlabliſh the true religion. In 
the ſucceeding year, Jeremiah began to exerciſe 
his prophetic miſſion, and for the ſpace of 
forty years warned Judah and Jeruſalem of 
the unpending wrath of God, and exhorted 
them to repent of their ſins; or elſe the 
judgments of God would effect their utter 
deſtruftion. Joſiah, when fixteen years old, 
piouſly reſolved to repair the temple, and com- 
miſfioned Hilkiah the high prieſt, to take account 
of the money collected for that purpoſe, and to 
examine the building to aſcertain the extent 
of the repairs. In the courſe of this exami- 
nation, Hilkiah found the genuine copy of 
the law of Moſes, which ought to have been 
depolited in the holy of holies; but it was 
conjeftured to have been taken from thence, 
and ſecreted in the time of religious perſecu- 
tion. This important book Hilkiah ſent to- 
the king by Shaphan the ſcribe, who, on its 
delivery, ordered ſome part of it to be 
read to him. The paſſage the ſcribe peruſed, 
contained the denunciation of curſes againſt 
the people of Iſrael in general, and the king 
in particular; if the injunctions of the law 
were violated, — Joſiah heard theſe 

5 tidings 
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tidings, he rent his clothes with grief; con- 
ſcious of the ſins of his people, and their 
numerous tranſ reſſions of the law. In this 
conſternation, he ſent Hilkiah and other officers 
to Huldah the propheteſs, to, inquire reſpeR-, 
ing the fate of che nation; the reply: they 
Þ ety was this, That deſtruſtion awaited. 
Judah and Jeruſalem; but in conſideration, of 
Joſiah's piety, the judgment would not happen 
in his reign. This awful. prediction deeply 
affected the king, inſomuch that be called a 
in the temple, where the law: was read to 
them; after Which the whole aſſembly. entered 
into a ſolemn covenant . to regulate their 
actions by the divine inſtitutions delivered hx 
Moſes. He alſo axdained that the paſſoven 
ſhould be obſerved with more than uſual ſolem- 


nity, even io exceed that celebrated in Heze- 
* „ e: 
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About this ded Nabopolaſhr king. of 7 
Babylon formed an alliance with . C. 646; 
Cyaxeres king of nnen td 


8 Nabopolaſſar * Cyaxeres, are 5 jo RE to be al 
| Beleus' and” Arbaces mentioned in the Citi fyltem; and 
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decoum. f 
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Aſfyrians, and beſieged Nineveh, which they 
reduced, and ſhayed Saracus the king, and to 
gratify the ambition of the Medes, deſtroyed 
that noble city; ſo from that period, Babylon 
became the'metropolis of the Aſſyrian empire. 
Thus fell the boaſt of kingdoms, and the glory 
ol human greatneſs, which aroſe to ſuch a degree 
of pre-eminenee, its preſumption undermined its 
ſecurity, and at length effected its ſubverſion. 
when even the cruſh of potent empires cannot 
reftrain thy arrogance; or inſpire holy reverence 
eniverſe? Ought not humanity to bluſh, and 
monality to tremble, when: conquerors dare to- 
«ad deftruftion to victory? It is permitted tos 
homble, not exalt frail creatures of tranſient: 


duration! 


93 


Previous to the deſtruction of Nineveh, char 


was erefied from the ruins of Nineveh which 
bore the fame name; it never. acquired the 
fame degree of opulence and ſplendor. In 


the defiruftion of Nineveh, the prophecies of 
— Nahum, and Zephaniah, concerning it. 


were fully accompliſhed. The Medes and 
33 iT i4% a 0 Babylonians 
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Babylonians havies made this important con- 
queſt, and partitioned the dominions, their 
increaſing. power excited their neighbours 
jealouſy, and induced Pharoah“ Necho king 
of Egypt to march againſt them towards the 
Euphrates.' Joſiah thought proper to prevent 
his march through Judea, either fearing the evils 
ſo large an army might commit in their pro- 
greſs, or by ſome. alliance with: the Baby- 
lected his forces in the valley of Megiddo; 
which made Pharoah Necho diſpatch mef- 
ſengers to inform the king, that the hoſtile 
preparations -.wete not deſigned to moleſt 
him; accompanied with a requeſt; to march. 
through Joſiab's dominions towards the Eu- 
phrates. As the king perſiſted in the reſuſal 
of Pharoah's requeſt, the latter forced his 
way, which occafioned a. battle between the 
two monarchs.: in the courſe of which both 
parties fought. valiantly, and Joſiah received 
a wound, of which on his return to Jeru- 
ſalem he died, after having reigned thirty: 
one years. The death, of this excellent prince. , 
was ſincerely. lamented by all his. ſubjects, and 
particularly by the prophet Jeremiah; who , 
een of Egypt alluned the nme 


from. 
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from a preſage of the loſs, and the conſequent 
wrote lamentations on the melancholy event. 
This refutes the opinion many entertain, that 
Joſiah entered raſhly into the war that cauſed 
his death, from the confidence he had in his 
own virtue and power; which would have been 
a prefumptuous confidence, unworthy ſo. righ- 
teous a perſon as Joſiah, who was uniform in 
the practice of religion, and — in his 
obedience to God. " | 


t 315. 


Jehoahaz Jobab's ſon, ſncceeded to the 
B. c. 609. throne of Judah, but did not inherit 
his father's virtues, being a profligate 
fach rulers generally exerciſe their tyranny but 
for a ſhort ſeaſon; which was the- fate of Jeho- 
ahaz. As God never wants inſtruments to ex- 
ecute his wrath againſt offending ſinners, be 
cauſed Pharoah Necho to fend for Jehoahaz 
thority without his permiſſion, and on his 
arrival at Riblah in Syria, he put him in chains, 
having only reigned three months, and ſent 
kim — ——————— TR 
and died. | 


Pharoah 
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- Pharoah Necho after Jehoahaz's deceaſe pro- 
ceeded to Jeruſalem, and made Jehoiakim, 
another of Joſiah's ſons, king of Judah, inſtead 
of his brother, on condition of paying a ſtipu- 
lated tribute. Jehoiakim on his aſcending the 
throne, manifeſted a diſpoſition equally devoid 
of reverence to God, and humanity te his 
fellow- creatures; and from the meaſures he 
adopted, ſubverted the good diſcipline and 
order inſtituted by Joſiah his father; which 
co-operating with the people's innate propenſity 
to do evil, produced a general depravity of 
manners. In this fituation of affairs, Jere- 
miah was commiſſioned by God to warn the 
people of their impending fate. He firſt went 
into the king's palace. and proclaimed God's 
judgments againſt him and his family; and 
then proceeded to-the temple, and in a ſolemn 
addreſs to the people aſſembled for divine 
worſhip,. exhorted them to forſake their ini- 
quities, which would avert the wrath of God; 
but aſſured them; if they perſiſted in the 
violation of _ the ſacred ordinances, their 
city and temple would be .utterly deſtroyed. 
This declaration excited the reſentment. df the 
prieſts, who ſeized Jeremiah and carried him 
before the king, that he might be put to. 
death; but by the intereſt of Ahikam, Jere- 
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miah was diſcharged with the conſent of 
the princes and people. Uriah another pro- 
Phet, who had denounced the judgments of 
God againſt the city and the land, did not meet 
with the ſame deliverance ; for Jehoiakim put 
him to death, notwithſtanding he had fled to 
Egypt to avoid his reſentment. About this 
period alfo, the prophets Habbakuk and Zepha- 
mah were called to the exerciſe- of the pro- 
phenc function; whoſe predictions bore a ſimi- 
lar import io thoſe of Jeremiah. 


Of all the afflictive circumſtances human 
nature is incident to, none can be compared to- 
the condition of thoſe who are under the divine- 
difpleafure and condemnation. All other mil- 
fortunes are alleviated by hope, which: the: 
deprivation of the favour of the Almighty en- 
nrely excludes : therefore thoſe againſt whom: 
vengeance is denounced, fink into an abyſs of 
miſery and deftruftion. In this lamentable- 
Rate were the people of Judah at this period; 
and the fucceeding events co-operated to effect 
their deſolation, as well as proclaim the om- 
nipotence and juſtice of God, and the 
faithfulneſs of his gy" and promiſes 
peaked to mankind. 


* 
. — 
* 
. 
* 
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Nabopolaſſar king of Babylon, in conſe- 
quence of his increaſing infirmities, permitted 
Nebuchadnezzar his ſon to take part in the 
adminiſtration of ſtate affairs, and to aft in con- 
junction with him; who on account of Pharoah 
Necho's having ſeized part t of the Babyloniſh 
poſſeſſions, marched with an army againft him, 
reduced the places Necho had conquered, 
and afterwards proceeded towards Paleſtine 
and Judea. The Rechabites* to avoid the 
effefts of Nebuchadnezzar's hoſtile incurſions, 
took refuge in eruſalem, and had various 
conferences with Jeremiah the prophet ; who 
nearly at this period, foretold all the cir- 
cumſtances of Nebuchadnezzar's conqueſts 
in Judah, and the captivity of ſeventy 
years that would afterwards enſue : hoping 
thereby to inſpire the people with true re- 
pentance. The zealous endeavours of the 
prophet, to convert them from the error of 
their ways, clearly evinces that Godi is flow to 
anger, long delays the execution of his wrath, 
and in the exertion of his divine attributes, 
mercy is ever blended with juſtice. This for- 
bearance made no impreſſion on the obdurate 


* The. Me were an abiternious harmleſs 2 
who wholly abſizined from wine, and reſided in tents, 


hearts 
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hearts of theſe flagrant offenders ; therefore 
God commanded Jeremiah to collect and write 
in a roll the reſpettive judgments he had pro- 
phetically denounced againſt Iſrael and Judah; 
who in conformity to theſe direftions, em- 
ployed Baruch one of his attendants, to record 
what he delivered to him from his mouth. 
When this important work was completed, 
Baruch took the roll with him into the temple, 
and read it in preſence of the whole aſſembly 
on the great faſt of expiation. Jeremiah being 
at this period confined in priſon, could not 
perform this important ſervice, therefore ap- 
pointed Baruch to be his ſubſtitute, who, was 
much depreſſed in conſequence of the awful 
tidings he had been employed to record and pro- 
daim. To inſpire him with hope and com- 
amidſt all the calamities and deſtruction which 
would be poured forth on Jeruſalem and Judah, 
he would ever find a ſure refuge from the 
aſſault of his enemies, for God would Fer 
his life and keep hun in ſafety. 


3 after Baruch's e denun- 
Ace ciation, Neduchadnezzar invaded 
which after nine months reſiſtance he — 

. and 
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and teck Jehoiakim priſoner. Before Nebu- 
chadnezzar departed from Jeruſalem, he ſent a 
great number of the inhabitants as captives into 
Babylon, and gave orders to the maſter of the 
eunuchs to ſelett a number of youths of a 
promiſing appearance to ſerve him in the 
palace; among whom were Daniel, Hananiah, 
Miſhael, and Azariah, whom the Baby lonians 
called Belteſhazzar, Shadrach, Meſhach, and 
Abednego. The veſſels uſed in the temple 
were carried alſo to Babylon, and placed in 
the houſe of Bel the Babyloniſh deity. Thus 
was the prophecy of Iſaiah fulfilled, for the 
treaſures Hezekiah had vainly diſplayed were 
now. taken to Babylon, the people conveyed 
into captivity, and the land rendered entirely 
ſubject to the Babylonians. However, in 
conſequence of Jehoiakim's humbling himſelf, 
he was reſtored to his kingdom, on condition of 
his paying tribute, and ſwearing fealty to Ne- 
wn 


Alter the Chaldeans departure from Jeru- 
falem, Jehoiakim relapſed into his former vices 
and wickedneſs; the chaſtiſement he had re- 
ceived, ſerved rather to harden his heart than 
ſubdue his pride: and the people alſo gave 
- themſelves up to their former fins, which in- 
duced 
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duced the prophet Jeremiah conſtantly to ex- 
hort and reprove them. To effeft their re 
formation, he embraced the ſeaſonable oppor. 
tunity of the celebration of a public faſt, on the 
anniverſary of Jeruſalem being ſubdued and its 
conſequent afflictions; and ſent Baruch into 
the temple to read the roll to the people a 
fecond time, to convert them if poſſible unto 
a ſenſe of their duty, and contrition for 
ing it in the place appointed, the chiefs of the 
council fent for him to the king's houſe, and 
commanded him to read it to them ; the con- 
_ adviſed him and Jeremiah to ſecure their ſafety 
by flight. - On the departure of Baruch, the 
miniſters of ſtate informed the king of the mea- 
fares they had taken, who deſired the roll might 

be read to him; but when he had heard a few 
pages thereof, he cut it into pieces and caſt 
i into the fire, contrary to the advice of his 
counſetfors, and afterwards iſſued orders for 
apprehending Jeremiah and Baruch; who by 
& vine protection eluded his ſearch. As every 
[tempt to efface divine records muſt prove 
meltefinal, God cauſed Baruch to execute 
another roll, with the addition of particular 
judgments 


1 * 


| judgments againſt Jehoiakim and his poſterity, 
for his n impiety. 


Nebuchadnerzar on his departure from Jeru- 
ſalem attacked the Egyptians, and diſpoſſeſſed 
them of Syria and Paleſtine, which No mane 
ſubject to him; and on the death of 6. 
bis father Nabopolaſſar, repaired to 4 
Babylon. Daniel who had been before con- 
veyed to Babylon, was appointed to wait in 
the king's preſence. The dawn of his further 
advancement began with his interpretation of 
Nebuchadnezzar's dream ; which the Magi and 
Chaldean prophets could not decypher, the 
whole being a prophetic preſage of future 
important events“. The ſubſtance of this 
dream is of the moſt intereſting nature, and 
its reſpettive fulfilment. Nebuchadnezzar is 
repreſented to have had his peace diſturbed by 
a dream, of which he retained but an imperfeR 
remembrance : which occaſioned him to: ſum- 
mon the magicians, ſorcerers, and Chaldea wiſe 
men, who ſtrove in vain to reveal the myſteries 
that diſtreſſed the king's mind · This excited 
his diſpleaſure ſo much, that be ordered all the 
wiſe men to be ſlain. 


® ji Chap. of Daniel. A 
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In conſequence of this decree, Daniel and 
his companions were alſo to be put to death; 
in this exigency Daniel went to Arioch the 
captain of the guard, and undertook to inter- 
pret the drearn, if time were allowed him: 
and through his earneſt ſapplication to God, 
| Nebuchadnezzar's dream was revealed to him, 
which he manifeſted to the king to this effect. 


* Thou, O king! ſaweſt, and behold a great 
image ſtood before thee, whoſe brightneſs was 

excellent, and the form thereof was terrible. 
| The head of this image was of fine gold, his 
breaſt and his arms of filver; his belly and 
thighs of brafs, his legs of iron, his feet, part 
of iron and part of clay. Thou ſaweſt. till that 
a fone was cut out without hands, which ſmote 
the image upon his feet that were of iron and 
day, and brake them to pieces. Then was 
the iron, the clay, the braſs, the ſilver, and the 
gold broken to pieces together, and became like 
the chaff of the ſammer threſhing-floors, and 
the wind carried them away, that no place was 
found for them: and the ſtone that ſmote the 
image became a great mountain, and filled the 
whole carth. This is the dream, and we will 
tell the interpretation thereof before the king.” 


66 Thou 
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Thou, O king! art a king of kings; for the 


God of heaven' hath -given thee a kingdom, 
power, ſtrength, and glory; and wherefoever 
the children of men dwell, the beaſts of the 
field, and the fowls of the heaven hath he given 
into thine hand, and made thee 'rulet over 


them all: thou art this head of gold. And 


after thee ſhall riſe another kingdom inferior 


to thee, and another third kingdom of braſs, 
which ſhall bear rule over all the earth. And 


the fourth kingdom hall be ſtrong as iron; 
foraſmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and fub- 
dueth all things; ; and as iron that breaketh all 
theſe, ſhall it break in pieces and bruiſe. And 
whereas thou ſaweſt the feet and toes part of 
potter's clay and part of iron: the kingdom 
ſhall be divided, but there ſhall be in it of the 
ſtrength of the iron, foraſmuch as thou ſaweſt 
iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of 
the feet were part of iron and part of clay; 
fo the kingdom ſhall be partly ſtrong and partly 
broken. And whereas thou ſaweſt iron mixed 

with miry elay;' they ſhall mingle themſelves 
with the feed of men; but they ſhall not cleave 
one to another, even as iron 75 not mixed with 
clay. And in the days of theſe kings, ſhall the 
| God of heaven ſet up a kingdom, which ſhafl 
never be deftroyed, and the kingdom ſhall 


not 
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vot be left to other people, but it ſhall break 
in pieces, and gonſume all theſe kingdoms; 
and it ſhall ſtand for ever. Foraſmuch as thou 
favweſt, that the Rone was cut out of the moun- 
tain without hands, and that it brake in pieces 
the iron, the braſa, the clay, the filver, and 
to the king what ſhall come to paſs hereafter; 
c 


m dd Daniel enden Nebuckaloezzars 
image typically repreſented thoſe kingdoms of 
| have a great influence in the Iſraclites con- 
they were  congentered, to expres it was the 
{ame power diffuſed into four diſtin nations, 
too lying:to the, caſt, -and two: to the weſt of 
Judea. The head uf gold unqueſtionably ſigni- 
fied the Chaldean monarchy, as it was a ſtriking 
emblem of its wealth,” brightneſs, and. glory. 
The breaſt and arms of filver were defgned as a 
preſage of the monarchy of the Medes and 
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"WY The belly me (highs of beak ignites 
the Grecian.,monarchy, founded by Alexander, 


who conquered Darius the laſt Perſian em- 


prror; which. indicates the, thin kingdom of 


| braſs, tobe ipferion to, the. Perſian monarchy, 


but, by. Alexander's <onquells, extended, its 


power,pch, farther. The, legs; and; feet of | 


iron, is generally ſuppoſed. to be a type of the 
Roman monarchy, and, when it had attajned 
the heightof glory; the kjugdom of Chriſh war 
to be ,made.manifeſt,. and the goſpel diſpenſat 
tion, eRablithed.. The ſtrength. of, this. mo: 


narchy was, evidently deſcribed. in, bring com; 
weak to N ap. 5 | 


the Roman power, that ſlate grew feeble, 

branched. intp ten! kingdoms; which . werecty- 
pically,; deſcribed. hy ce, zem iges gl abs; feet, 
ſome,of which. were 25 weak 285 da ber 


mantel nher, Lough yapgus: gadgavours, | 


ve uſcd, for: that purpoſe... This, expire, . 
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and the commons; but, as unanimity did not 
Gb, civil wars and confuſion enfued. 


The ftone cut out without hands, evidently 
ſignifies the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, which 
would be erected on the ruins of Satan's king- 
dom, in the time of the Roman empire. 
That great event could only be eſſected by the 
irreſiſtible and mighty power of God; thus 
the one the builders refuſed, is become the 
head one of the corner. The glory of the 
goſpel! church is emphatically deſcribed by the 
extent of dominion, and its eternal dura- 
ton; it was to conſume all other kingdoms, 
and draw all power unto itſelf, being deſigned 
to be the centre of perfection and of glory, 
and ordained to fland for ever, for of Chriſt's 
nnen 


Daniel having thus exphined the dream 
which troubled Nebuchadnezzar, to his full 
ment by falling on tis face, and worlſhip- 
ping the holy prophet; und, in token of his 
zeal and convittion, thus exclaimed, '« Of a 
wath it is, that your God is a God of gods, 
and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of ſecrets, 
ſeeing thou couldſt reveal this ſecret.” As a fur- 

ther 


L 
ther proof of the infallible truth and efficacy of 
holy inſpiration, Daniel's predictions were all 
Pra en ee in nas: of time. 


' Nbbarkakionda;/ des ths high option. 
| had of Daniel's ſagacity, and in conſideration 
of the anxiety he had rehicved him from, made 
him many valüable gifts,” and appointed him 
ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and 
chief of the governors over the wiſe men. At 
the requeſt of Daniel, " Nebuchadnezzar: alſo 
appointed Shadrach, Meſhach,” and Abednego, 
to regulate the affairs off Me province ; the 
prophet availing Himſelf: of tits oe to 
advance the eee n güne 


| e dike this event, an VP CRIES 

egen e 
by the ſignal deliveramce of theſe his ſervants, 
from the imminent danger they were involved 
in by ſtrict adhetence to their religious duty. 
Nebuchadnezzar erefted a golden image of 
extraordinary Height in che plaine of Durs 
_ moſt probably to celebrate the ſignal victories 
he had obtained!” All the people were ſum- 
moned to the ' dedication ' of this image by 
found of trumpet, arid thoſe were ſentenced to 
ſuffer death who refuſed to attend the 1dolatrous 


N 2 ceremonies. 


| e68 J 


ecremonies. Daniel, on this . occaſion, was 
moſt probably abſent on buſineſs, or had ob- 
tained leave of abſence, from the high favour 
he was in with the king: but the prophet's 
three friends, Shadrach, Meſbach, and Abed- 
nego were preſent, and the only perſons who 
refuſed to; join in the | worſhip, on which 
information ; was. laid againſt them. Ne- 
buchadnerzar, . when he heard the accuſation 
againſt theſe pious perſons, ordered them to 
de brought into his preſence, where they were 
formally arraigned. The king afterwards aſ- 
fured, them, if they perſevered in diſobedience 
to his decree concerning; the adoration of the 
golden image, they hould, in the ſame hour, 
be caſt into the midſt of a burning fiery fur- 
nace, and arrogantly exclaimed, * And who 
is that God, that ſhall deliver you out of my 
hands ?” Shadrach,, Meſhach, and Abednego, 
with a holy confidence in the true God, de- 
fied the enraged monarch's menace, by thus 
declaring, O Nebuchadnezzar! we are not 
careful to anſwer thee in this matter. If it be 
fo, our God whom we ſerve, is able to de- 
liver us out of thine hand, O king! But if 
not, be it known unto thee, O king! we will 
not ferve thy gods, nor- worſhip the. golden 
image which thou haſt ſet up.” 

Theſe 
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Theſe expreſſions of divine truſt, noble con- 
tempt of death, and inſlexible perſeverance 
n duty, cannot fail to excite our admiration, 
and render the event intereſting. The refiſt- 
ance theſe devout heroes manifeſted, enraged 
Nebuchadnezzar fo much; that he commanded 
the furnace to be heated ſeven times more 
than its accuſtomed heat, and ordered the 
mighty men in his army to bind Shadrach, 
Meſhach, _— ONE and caft them into 
that took up Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed- 
nego, but the fire did not hurt them, nor even 
ſcorch their garments. When the king heard 
of nnen 
| beet ag inte ls Furnace; W n they re- 
e ene r.. 0 Then Nebuchadnezzar 
ſaid, Lo, I ſee four men looſe, walking in 
the midſt of the fire, and they have no hurt, 


and the form of the fourth is like S of 
God!“ 8 | . "1 


1 
"4 
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c 
of the furnace, and deſired Shadrach, Meſhach, 
and Abednego to come forth, which they 


N 3 ___ accordingly 


wo ] 
accordingly did, and the ſurrounding multi- 
tude faw that the fire had not even ſinged 
the hair of their bead, or changed their rai- 
ment. bt iy 11 by 


Such was the divine protection granted to 
thoſe faithful ſervants of God ; which operated 
very powerfully on the mind of Nebuchad- 
nezzar. He, preſenily.. bleſſed and glorified 
ift the God of Shadrach,  Meſhach, and 
Abednego, ſhould be cut in pieces, and their 
aue made dunghills, becauſe. there was no 
ether god that could perform ſuch miraclcs : 
and promoted them ſtill higher in the province 
of Babylon. Thus ſledfaſtneſs of faith in God, 
and adherence to his will, lays the foundation 
for temporal proſperity, as well as eternal hap- 
pineſs; and cheriſbes a hope that inſures ſuc- 
delt, and whole refources never fail. 


At this period, Jchoiakim rebelled againſt 
the king of Babylon, and refuſed 
K and as a 
means -of ſtrengthening himſelf, he alſo re- 
newed bis alliance with the king of Egypt, 
— — and cauſed 
him 
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him to give orders 10 his governors to make 
inroads into Jehoiakim's dominions. 2 
ingly, the Amnmonites, Moabites, 
and Arabians, who had ſubmitted to the Ba. 
bylonians, haraſſed Jehoiakim by frequent 
depredations, for the {pace of three years, 
and afterwards, by their combined. efforts, 
blocked him up in Jeruſalem. In the courſe 
of theſe operations, Jeboiaking was taken pri 
rr ſurpriſe and ſlain z. and the viftors, 
| without the-walls ef Jeruſalem. Tias w 
verified Jeremiah's prediction. that he 
have the burial of an aſs, or no attention p 
to his remains, which literally- — 
* en , 
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achin; or Jechoniah, reigned in his Ac 
ſtead, whoſe evil praſtices were 
reproved in a prophecy from Jeremiah, de- 
claratory of judgments that were to befal him. 
which ſoon came to paſs. The officers de- 
puted by Nebuchadnezzar to execute his com- 
mands, cominued to block up Jerufalean : and 
+ the expitation"of three months, Nebuchad- 


Y 


E ve } 


the Gege was carried on with chat ſpirit and 
in vain to reſiſt; he therefore' delivered him- 
tei and family into Nebuchadnezzar's hands, 
who ſent him to Babylon, where he was con- 
fined in priſon for the ſpace of thirty-ſeven 


years, till the death of Nebuchadnezzar. After 
this farrender, Nebuchadnez zar tock alt the 
e ad etre velſely wha in the 
temple, which remained of thoſe that had been 
— bod mona 
The royal captives he'alfs tobk"with 
A lth CA bona alata} ate 
ofthe forces, And employed che artificers and me- 
rhakies in exbcuting the magnificent improve. 
ments he was making in Babylon, which he 
enriched with the ſpoils of the once holy city 


Jerulalem.” Amongſt the captives, Ezekiel the 
was inctuded; who; under the influence 


and 44 Spirit, was ſheltered 
from many of the 8 


experienced®, * 9 L N : 
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ane ne — was born, 
the thiefiioender' of the Nb empire, and the inſtrument 
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After this general removal of the Ifraclites 
into captivity,” the loweſt orders of the people 
ſtill remaining in Jeruſalem, Nebuchadnezzar 
appointed Mattaniah the fon of Joſiah, and je- 
hoiachin's uncle, to be king, and exafted 
from him an oath of allegiance, and, in token 
of his vaſſalage, he changed his name from 
Mattaniah to Zedekiah, that is, * the juſtice 
of the Lord.” Zedekiah being thus eſtabliſhed 
in Jeruſalem, gave himſelf up to every vicious 
purſuit; and his wicked conduct was very ſoon 
puniſhed with the total deſtruttion of the city and 
land he governed. Thoſe natures muſt be depraved 
indeed, which. are neither ſoftened by adverſity, 
nor awed: by divine threats: frailty is inherent 
in human nature, but preſumption is acquired 
dy attachment to vice. Of this ſinful and ob- 
durate texture Zedekiah's heart muſt have 
deen formed, as he had ſeen. the fate of his 
predeceſſors, began to experience a ſcourge 
himſelf, and had certain aſſurance from the 
| him: yet, in defpite of all checks and warn- 
ings, like moſt of the kings before him, he 
did evil. in the ſight of the Lord, -there- 
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( 94 } 
remiah had a viſion, which typically repre- 
ſemed to him the reſtoration of the Hebrews, 
and manifeſted to him, that thoſe who were in 
captivity, would eſcape the deſolation about 
to befall the people and king that were then 
relpeR,- ambaſſadors were ſent from the Am- 
monites, Moabites, Edomites, Zidonians, and 
Tyrians, to congratulate Zedekiah on his ad- 
vance to regal power, and to propoſe forming 
bylon, as the means of ſhaking off his yoke. 
Jeremiah, by divine command, made yokes 
| and bonds, which he preſented to the ambaſ- 
fadors to deliver to their reſpettive maſters, 
with the aſſurance God had given the king of 
Babylon dominion over thoſe countries; for 
which cauſe, if they ſubmitted to his power, 
they would proſper, but if not, they would 
de unerly deſtroyed. Zedekiah alſo received 
the ſame aſſurance, which operated on him ſo 
effeftually, he did not form any league with 
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About 
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About this period, Jeremiah revealed the 
— concerning the judg- B. C594 
ments that were to befal Chaldea 
and Babylon by the forces of the Medes and 
Perſians,” whith he recorded in a book, and 
ſent! to Babylon, with -ihon&ions 10 read it 
to faſten a ſtone to it, and ſo caſt it into the 
river; emblematically to denote, that Babylon 
mould alſo fink never more to riſe; which, 
in due time was literally verified, and Baby- 
lon has now been deſolated more than two 
— 4 enn ien 8 d 
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+ Exckiet alſo was now called audited 
e office amongſt che Iſraelites in cap- 
tivity; and, beſide other famous prophecies, 
he revealed the fignal forbearance of God to 
the houſe of Iſrael for the {pace of three hun- 
dred and ninety years, and alſo to the houſe of 
Judah for the ſpace of forty years, wh de 
ſucceeding jadgments; that were io befdl-them 
e eee of chat time t c 
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Ezekiel; in a viſion" Jil ectried. od Joints. 

em to behold the 2 
dee rene pe ile ben . 
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[ as ] 

Ifraclites, and then had their puniſhments re- 
vealed to ham, and alſo che proteftion of 
thoſe who. in captivity adhered to che prin- 
ee of their religion. Two years after this, 
God. manifclied do the. prophet the capture of 
: Jeruſalem by the Chaldeans, with the parti- 
cular circumſtance of Zedekiah's flight and 

death, which are recorded in his prophecies. 
amet 386; 07502b el ue eee ; 12” 

.4 Zrdckiah, in order to ſuſtain his then expiring 
conſequence, ſought the alliance of -Pharaoh- 
Hophrs: king of Egypt. the ſecond in ſucceſ- 
Gon from Pharaoh-Necho ; which being a.vio- 
lation of the oath of fealty he had ſworn to 
Nebuchadacsre, it involved him in that de- 
ide wer, which completed the deſtruction of 


abe Jeruſalem. In the following year, 
Nebhnchadueszar collected a powerful army to 
. C. 589 puniſh Zedekiah, for his treachery ; 
— „ finding the Ammonites had 


puniſh firſt; — t0) the 
inen, who ſettled thoſe points by the en- 
Waals | of alyeir ſacrifices, or by lot with arrows. 
Fhe: determipagion being againſt Judab, Ne- 

OLA a Rs  Anqnediagely into 
ſpace. of time, 
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ſubdued all the cities except Lachiſh, Azekah, 
and Jeruſalem. The Jews being alarmed at 


Jathers, entered into a ſolemn covenant to 
ſerve him faithfully, and reſtored the freedom 
of the Hebrew ſervants employed by them. 
Nebuchadnezzar, in the tenth month of this 
year, laid cloſe ſiege to Jeruſalem, which was 
prophetically revealed to Ezekiel at Babylon 
by the type of a boiling pot, emblematically 
to expteſs the overflowing afſtactions of thoſe 
people. In the ſame night, the wife of the 
holy prophet. died, for whoſe loſs: he was for- 
bidden o mourn; thereby expreſſing. that 
flictions as would not be: poſhble to expreſs by 
-informed-Zedekiah in perſon, that the Baby- 
take and deſlaoy it with fire,: and carry him to 
- Babylon, where he ſhould die. In being the 
meſſenger of ſuch un welcome truths, he incurred 
the king's diſpleaſure, and was put into priſon, 
irt t 20 ae en een oat” n 
- Qa.xhe arrival af: Pharadls Hophradkiog:bf 
. — 
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Zedekiah, Nebuchadnezzar raiſed the fiege of 
Jeruſalem to oppoſe. him, but firſt ſent off 
the liraclites he had taken captive to Ba- 
Jeruſalem, the fpirit of the people began to 
revive, for they flattered —— 6 
5 — | 


8 
ſulted by the king, to obtain certain knowledge 
ſervice, and that the Babylonians would re- 
majority of the people were of opinion the 
Chaldeans would not return, they repented of 
Almighty ; therefore ſubjeted the Hebrew 
from a ſenſe of duty, ſet at liberty. As this 
conduſt evinced their religion was only of a 
ume-ſerving nature, Jeremiah proclaimed, that 
— f —— ꝛ— 
n land. nde was eevicing'to Ans. 
hoth his mee place, but, on his leaving 
Jeralaiem, was ſeized by the captain of the guard 
— 
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When the Egyptians perceived the ſuperior 
force of the Chaldeans, they fled, and Nebu- 
chadnezzar returned to renew the ſiege of 
Jeruſalem. As the operations were vigorouſly 
| purſued, Zedekiah frequently conſulted Jere- 
miah concerning the iſſue, » whoſe anſwers 
were a confirmation of the former denuncia- 
tions: however, at the inſtance of the pro- 
phet's entreaties, he was removed from the 
n nnn the * * 

As things were now nk to a guild Je 
remiah from his priſon called to the people 
to open the gates of the city, and give ad- 
miſhon to the Babylonians, as the only means 
of mitigating the ſufferings. they were doomed 
to undergo ; for all who remained in the city, 
he predicted would periſh by famine or the 
ſword, but>thoſe who delivered themſelves to 
advice, and repreſented him-as a feducer of 
the people; who, from the extremities he was 
They, in their rage, caſt hun into a pit, where 
he muſt. have been ſuffocated, had not - the 
ing brew appro eee 
VERB ATE 
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Zedekiah received intelligence of Jeremiah's 
ſafety, he had a private interview with him 
to implore his counſel and aſſiſtance. The 
holy man adviſed the afflicted monarch to yield 
himfelf, his family, and the city, into the 
Babylonians hands, as the means to ſecure 
his own ſafety, and to prevent the demolition 
of the temple and city: and affured him if 
theſe mcaſures were not complied withy the 
moll tremendous conſequences would enſue. 


_ Zedekiah, from timidity, and want of truſt 
in God, neglefted to adopt the plan preſcribed 
by Jeremiah, and therefore continued to de- 
fend Jeruſalem, till the inhabitants were ſo 
unable to make any further reſiſtance. Zede- 
of the enemy whoſe works ſurrounded the 
city, and endeavoured to take refuge beyond 
carried captive to Nebuchadnezzar to Riblah, 
| his face, and then his own eyes were put out; 
aer which he was loaded with fetters of braſs, 
.and conveyed to Babylon, where he died in 


priſon. The prophecy of Ezekici being thereby 
= 9 5 minutely 


[ww] 


iinutely falfifled;) that he ſligal&-ihe: drodght 
to Chaldea and die there, but never: ſee the 
place: rg grinnoc ts riod yoo rt orgs rodut 
0 Mies antes Sree ner TI: din 011 
By the death of Zedekiah, wid che ae 
tion of feruſalem the monatehicat! © 21” 
of government expired! in E. K 
Judah; Which! fromirths comcunem circum- 
flanert and (eoiidubt of! the reſpective king 
evil conſequences foretold by holy Samuel. 
cratic ernme clearly proves the Frailey 
of hut — which" is *pronc! to make 
choice ''of choſe gifts that tend io preſem 
hurt and even eternal deftriiftion ; and to flight 
thoſe bleſſings aer ere gr een 


ge * 
and happinefs? 5 1 s 2 FIC 4 *. * 
? : W a 4 
ITE "Oy -» ER pho) at 3TY 2 t 25 * Jen 21 


eee ht that when Ne 
buchadnerxar returned to Babylon with: his nu- 
merous captives, he ſent Nebuzaradan one of his 
chief commanders to Jeruſalem, to collect the 
ſpoit and deſtroy the city: He ' accordingly 
burnt the ately temple and palaces; and the 
whole city, broke down all the 'walls, und con- 
veyed the feuẽ remaining captive inhabitants to 


1 tary : the” remaining part of che treafures 


1 


in the temple,” alſo were added as trophies te 
the vor triumph. Ide deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſalem cannot fail to excite in a contemplative and 
ferious mind, a due ſenſe of the inſtability of hu- 
man power ard greatneſs. That the fair fabricks 
which had been objefts. of admiration for ages, 
ſhould be levelled with the duſt, -bumbles the 
pride of man, and manifeſts the providence 
and ommpotence of: his Creator; thus by the 
word of God are the mighty fallen, and thoſe 
— ä os Add 
by ee gm ge] 25 lilo 4 
- When Nebuzradan: had defolated. the land 
of Judah, he took the high prieſt, ſecond prieſt, 
and feveral of the chiefs of the people with him 
to Babylon, where they were put to death; 
the poorer fort of people he left to cultivate 
the ground, and appointed Gedaliah to be 
governor over them. It is worthy of remark, 
chadnezzar had given particular orders nv 
violence ſhould be offered to Jeremiah, with 
(rig injunftions of obedience. In conſe- 
quenceof theſe directions, Nebuzaradan on his 
arrival in Jeruſalem ſecured Jeremiah, took him 
out of priſon, and condutted him to Ramah, 
when he gave lum the choice of going to 
Babylon, 
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Babylon, or remaining in Judes; as he choſe 

ment, made him valuable preſents, and ſent him 
to Gedaliah, with e xr 
tention to n ew et | 

Thoſe-who had fied n auth EAR 
the city was broken up, to avoid being involved 
in the deſolation, repaired to Gedakah; to 
whom he gave great eneouragement, and by a 
ſolemn engagement enfured their fafety, ex- 
horting them to be "affichigts in agriculture, 
and every beneficial purſuit, and they mould 
be protected. Among theſe was one Ihn el, 
of a profligate, abandoned turn of mind, but 
of royal deſcent, and had been protected by 


the Ammonites during the fiege. The benevo- 


| lence of Gedaliah, and his general good con- 
du& to thoſe who lived under his government, 
cauſed numbers to repair to Jeruſalem, which 
was the means of eſtabliſhing a large ſettlement; 
for perſons had lands freely granted to them, on 


condition of paying tributeto the king of Babylon. 


As Iſhmael came to Mizpah with intent to 
depoſe Gedaliah, he formed a Conſpiracy with 
the king of the Ammonites to kill him, and 
1 195 the ne Johanan, another of the 

fugitives, 


| 
| 


(we) 


fugitives, being aware of this cruel intention, 
warned Gedaliah' of his danger, and adviſed 
the immediate execution of Iſhmael: but 
Gedaliah being of a humane, and unſuſpicious 
diſpoſition, did not give credit to the aſſertion, 
and continued a friendly intercourſe with the 
alain. A ſhort time after Johanan's inmtima- 
ton, Iſhmael and a party of his friends were 
liberally entertained. by Gedaliah; when, 
renouncing the common diftates of humanity, 
they availed themſelves of the opportunity this 
boſpitable meeting afforded, to murder Gedaliab 
and his party; and afterwards ruſhed into the 
fireets, and deſtroyed the Iſrachtes and Babylo- 
nians-together, and committed other dreadful 
and other places, with offerings and incenſe to 
the houſe of God, they flew all of them, except 
a few who offered their ſlores as a ranſom for 
their lives. Theſe baſe men afterwards fled to 
the Ammonites, taking with them all they could 
as their captives, among whom were hone of 
Zedekiah's daughters. | 


. | 
armed a conſiderable number of the people, and 
puriued Iſhmael to Gibeon, where they retook 
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the captives, but Iſhmasel made his ee 
Johanan and the remaining part of the people, 
apprehenſive of feeling the king of Baby- 
lon's reſentment for the murder of Gedaliah, 
whom he had appointed governor in the 
land; departed from Mizpah with intent to 
take refuge in Egypt. On their arri val at Beth- 
lehem, they confulted” the prophet Jeremiah 
(whom they had taken with them) re | 
their intended march and deſtifiation.” He, 
in conſequence of the information receiy 
from God, ſummoned the people together, and 
declared chat if they would remain im the land. 
God wauld have mercy on them, and direct the 
heart of the king of Babylon to ſhew them 
favour; but if they perſiſted in going into 
Egypt, the mr elſes off Wor and 
nne deſtroyed: | They beg elne 
to purſue their journey, itnpiouſiy informed 
Jeremiah, that nem had enen 
Baru, to fifth Oy n ee: 
iet tec TIES, * 
eee nee G reſt of the 
leaders collected all they could; men, women, 
and children, and alſo the king's daughters, 
Wr 


by 
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ſcribe ; where they continued till the threatened 
utterly deſtroyed. 


bee! 
ſettled in Egypt after the death of Gedaliah, 
gave themſelves up to the practice of various 
kinds of idolatry, and totally diſregarded the 
God of Iſrael; which cauſed Jeremiah to re- 
þ. prove them, with the aſſurance, that 

c . A who dwelt in Egyps ſhould periſh 
by fword or famine, but thoſe who: would re- 
turn to their native land ſhould proſper: and 
as a token of what the holy prophet predicted 
was true, he added, that Pharoah-Hophra in 
whom they put their truſt, ſhould ſoon be de- 
livered into the hands of his enemies.“ This 
awkal denunciation appears to have been the 
laſt Jeremiah pronounced; from which it is 
reaſonable to conclade he died foon after, 
being far advanced in years, and his ſtrength 
that had befallen his country. All literally 
foretold by him in the courſe of his miniſtra- 


tion, that laſted for the ſpace of forty-one 


Nebuchadnezzar 


t n 


- 'Nebnchadinezzar having ſiniſheck the :Jadaſc 
war, canſed the city of Tyre to be boſeged, and 
during the operations thereof, he diſpatched 
Nebuzaradan the chief captain of his guards to 
viſit the land of Iſrael, and avenge the death of 
Gedaliah, whom he had appointed his gover- 
nor there. As deſolation had heen . N 
already ſo effectually wrought, / the B. 584. 
remaining part of the wretched captive inha- 
bitants did not exceed the number of ſeven 
hundred and forty-five perſons, who were alſo 
fent by him to Babylon: which completed 
the prophecies of Iſaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
and other .prophets, concerning the deſtruction 
of the holy city, the land of Iſrael, and the 
houſe and kingdom - of : Judah. This latter 
captiyny accompliſked the. limited divine fore 
bearance of three hundred and manety days to 
according to prophetie cmi, as years) 
and of forty days or years to the houſe of Judah. 
The former captivity only: aſſected the people 
Fa A APP YI a BE 
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the period fixed. for divine ſorbearance to the 
houſe of Iſrael, will appear literally to be ac- 
compliſhed, if we compute. it from Jeroboam's 
apoſtacy to the laſt captivity, which is com- 
pletely three hundred and ninety years, being 


_ the time ſpecified by the prophet. And te- 
ſpefting the - promiſe of forbearance to the 
houfe of Judah for forty years,” if it be com- 
puted from the eighteenth year of . Johah's 
reign, when the people entered into a folemn 
covenant with, the Almighty to be obedient 
to his. commands, it will clearly appear 
that God endured the wolation. of this ſacred 
2 
when he puniſhed. the flagrant offenders by the 

captivity inflited after the death of Gedaliah, 
which | united Judah- and Iſrael in the: penal 
effects of divine vengeance; for a remnant. of 
— oa. 
and conſequent capurity. | 196-24 n 
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Than <ndediche Mincliih monarchy, which. * 
had been ſuſtained five | hundred ani eight 
years from the eleftion of Sau}; four hundred 
and - fixty<cight years from.) the coinmence- 
ment of \David's wegn: thiee; hundred and 
Sr. meyer) 2 
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by Salmanaſfer, Tied beer the aer 
of Judah.” 
A candid har of the various provocations 
of the Iſraelites, and the undeferved favours 
they received from the Almighty, muſt inſpire 
every rational being with admiration of the 
divine attributes, and juſt indignation againſt | 
ſuch a ſinful people: whoſe reiterated crimes 
were the ſole cauſe of their utter ruin. 1 
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"The grand ers of the Bab vids captivity, 
Vin be a proper er cloſe to the ft part of this 
Sacred Hie, an important period, which 
cannot be viewed without many 5 — 
tions, naturally ariſing from the awful part culars 
juſt recited. From the clablithinimt e 5 wo- 
po narchy i in "Iſrael to its ; overthrow, Ener 

and effefts' of infinite f mercy and \wiſ om ma 
be clearly traced.” The flate 1 roſe to Iſs 2 = 
cle of AR under the auſpices of divine 

when the prince and people feared God and 
ſerved kim; ; and funk in oblivion by theilt apol- 
tach and flagrant tranſgreſſions. As che 
PRE ghty is flow. to anger, 1 did not commil- 
fion his miniſters of = till he had warned 
the people of the Judgments corinefted with 
Vor. I. O his 


lecks to , avert the condemnation of fianers, 
by the denunciation of future evils, rather 
than proceed to immediate puniſhment ; and 


to the Iſraelites by the mouth of inſpiration, for 


fome period preceding the judgments that 
were to be inflicted for their offences. All 


deligned to conyince them of the., heinous 
nature of their iniquities and fins, that they 


might eſcape the evil, be converted, and 
rejoice in the divine favour and protection. N 


The declenfion of the kingdoms of Iſrael 
and Judah, cannot fail to impreſs on the con- 
cemplative reader, a juſt conternpt allo. for all 
ſablunary glory; when the bubble of human 
greatnels burſts, the baſeleſs. fabric is annihi- 
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lated, and leaves not a wreck behind. Suck 
are the viciſſitudes the hand of Providence 
directs, to diſſolve the unſtable hope of human 
confidence. Kingdoms and thoſe who rule 
them, are but as atoms of tranſient duration 
in the economy of nature, which in its various 
operations is guided and ſuſtained by unerring 
wiſdom, and power irreſiſtible. Theſe fluttua- 
ting ſcenes, ferve alſo the important purpoſe 
of engaginl us to fix our reliance on that im- 
mutable foundation, to which God's s goodnels, 
word, andprovidencedire&: fornotwithſtanding 
kings are depoſed, and nations fail, and empires 
melt away, d omnipotent reigneth, his 
dominion endureth- for ever, and his memo- 
rial throughout all generations. 
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